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Monday, August 3rd - 4.05 pm/Southcote

As 1 write this, Vector 75 lies all around me in
un-proof-read heaps. Tomorrow morning it will be
at the printers, and by that time I shall have
commenced typing Vector 76, which we are sending
out simultaneously with 75. The reason for this is
that we have a huge pile-up of reviews and inter-
views which are fast going out of date. Thus we
are pushing out as much of this material in one
mailing - which saves something on postage -
rather than waiting for a couple of months with
Vector 76. This mailing will thus be a bumper
one, with two Vectors, plus Matrix (the re-named
BSFAN), plus whatever goodies we can slip in in
addition.

So to this issue of Vector. The major item this
time is an interview which I conducted with Harlan
Ellison when he was in London recently. Some of
you may have heard him on the (PM) radio, or read
about his period spent writing in a bookshop
window in Charing Cross Road. He talks about
this, and his other plans for publicising himself
and his books in Britain, in the interview. I
hope that you will enjoy reading it as much as I
enjoyed conducting it.

The reviews section this issue is also a long one,
the result of the long period since the last

issue of the journal, 73/4 came out. Reviews have
been piling up since April, and the long review
section in this issue, and in Vector 76 will effect-
ively clear that pile.

Unfortunately, this clearing of the reviews and
Tunning two of the three interviews we have on hand
(the Ellison one, plus the Silverberg one which
should be in V76) has meant that we've had to hold
over three articles by Brian Stableford; one by Ian
Watson; one by Rob Jackson; plus a number of inter-
esting items by other people, including Dave Pringle.
We hope to be bringing you all these in the next

six months, as well as interviews with other

sf people.

The Letter-column also got squeezed out of
Vector this time around. We should be re-
instituting this with the next mailing, and
will then endeavour to run’ the important
letters on hand at present.

Until Christopher Fowler, Editor
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In our last teeus, no, ?3/¢, wa referrsd reader Lo the SEMA Foms, Sinoa then
we have bean told that Porum‘'s ciroulation is restriated to of the SN,
and tharefore wovld mot be gamerally avatladle. Ne also wnderstand that

ite comtants are covered by a very strong "o not quote™ requesc, wiich means
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Harlan Ellison
talks to
Chris Fowler

T've got a whole earies of questiona heru, which w may or may w t etroy
widely from. ..

| have on awezata, )1'm uablackmailsble.

I'd like to go back to the baginnings of your career: the beginnings of your
uriting career; mainly bacauwe, of course, your work ts largely wnfamilioe co
an Dnglieh audionse. It strikes me in reading through your siories, and 1he
things that you've uritten gbout thoee atortes and about your earIier Ilife,
that you had a pretty touyh sore of childhood.

That 1e truv. Bul wbo doean‘t?

Emactly how towgh o ahildhood did you have, ond what eort of things did you
have to put wp with; and to what extent do you think that influanced yous
writing, #fther a¢ an early stage or, tndeed, right thwough yous uriting caraer?

il AF tH® adcamd part firat: my #h1ldbpod, =y early lifs, has
1ufluanced ay writl almoat totally, 1 wavld DAt ba Iba Witd of wriler | am,
nor ¥0uld 1 bave led the kind of 1ife [ have, Wad I malL hed that kimd af
€Bilahoad. 8ot th that’a iyus of everybody, | euppome. [ gu. the momt
Operabla parta of tha childhacd rhat sfiucted tbe writiog sre that L brought
up Ib « very all tenm 10 Oblo, which im 1o the middle of imarica, aad im g
fairly coosarvativa, rasctionary sros. | wam » Jowlsb hid, amd thera were RO
othar Jews of my & in 1be town 1°d nevar veaally thaught of Ohio a8 being =
territily bigottad place, but it wea. It wac ¢ hothed of the M Klux Klan ond o
lat of anti-sepitidw 1 hud e lot of actual payaleel fLghting whao 1 was o
child. 4nd I wae vory emall. I wam a vary spall, [him kid Al tivet
abla to k up. but thes ma avaryhody eles Kepl growlsg mod I dido"t, | 1onnﬂ
that 1 used to bave ta fight my way buck and farth trow mchool ovary day.
Probably the most
4008 fresb watarim

31 got a0 bad, thoy would walt in ganga and baat me Up OR
the achonlground, This wav in tbe carly 1940s: 1t mes faiviy goon aftar the
Aserican dop ion. »nd wy fewily waa nnt v well off  They ware mol
duatitote, but It wep berd tlmea. The th «oal avfol adovl whao they
boat me up was tbel Lhay would rip my clothes 1 would coas home ead vy wother,
1 wéuo, Lhat 1
wed bemtan up, af toorme, but mlan thet ay clotbes were ripped; sbd she too
proud 1o sond me out S patched £lothes. 1 Wbew LRat tbay weould have to nat da
scwothing 4lge, or not buy enma 1000 Or womwstbing, wo thal ahm could buy me o
new abivt 40 1 ¢ould go to achadl. 1 got wery, wory upeal abount that, and It
117 €6 bad that at oba poibt my wother used t0 come and plek me up at
#°B0p) ko the car wbich, yau hkmow, cmbarramsed the kell cut of me: deceusa |

Totarsten conducted Wedoeaday, July 71h IA7€ sl the Portabello Boted, London,
trabecribed by Tam A. Thomann,
r Pawler.

CTapyright {c) 1676 {ariatop
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wht & acrappar, aod I would figbt apybody et any tiwe. 1 dida't cers how meny-
You koow how embarressing it to kide to have 1de1r Bothar come and get them.
And ope day obe ceme to get ma, aod they had an 016 Plymouth, old groen
Plymoutb. By tbis rime - thia wae shep L was lo, [ guens, T about la the
fSLth OF siith grade - there wete one OF twp othyr Jewlabh familiap that haé maved
1010 the 1awn: 3t wat £a)legd Paymesvilie. ..

Yes ~ appropriately emougk.

ke oamzd after Geperal Payre. | wean, it was & PaiD iR the ass, but it was
aldo namnd efter General) Payne There wore ouve or 1¥0 other Jewish fanilisa,

end ona of then oamed Rogst. Thia one day that sy bOther came Lo got me, I
ran out of the school aod 1nto the car, and th was » gang of tham waiting with
big aticks. They circled ibe car, bapging on the car like papvisassl trying te

got photogrepha, and 1 got absolutely crazy. 1 blew by stack - very sbort

tomper - sud [ went after thee, and grabbad a atlck avay from one kid aod

etacted beating bin end others. Opa of the Ulds was Eeony Rogat, who wasm &

Jowlan Xld. We bad joloed this gang 40 tbat he ¥ouldn't have 10 get beaten up
bimaelf — whicb 1a tbe altustiion that obtained. Years later, w«hen 1 v3a at
college — T was at Ohio State Univeralty, and ay mother had suggearad that. .my
wother‘a & very bice lgdy, it very middle—of-the-rand kiad of thing, and sbe

eaid: "Wall, joio 3 freterpity’. [ don't know what yau have avay here - Ben’e
clobs, wbatevar. .

Me don't have any dircet egutvalent,

Jt'a & arupid group uf boys who hand rogelher ac that they csn gei 1abd, 1 suspect
14 whar 1t's a)l aboul. She waid: "Join 4 trateralty, becauss you'll aake contacts
for the futurs™.
guttar somemhars. S$So, eluciently woowd by various frateroities. wnd
becuuse [ vom workiog ow thy Oblo $tate bumour magerine my very first semestsr
thel or my very firat quarter tbare. [ bad eome amsl) otatua, and s0 & pumbar
eated 1o taking »e | [ want with ope called 29T -
Zata Bete Tav - which waw a frateraity of s wealtby Jewsah guys. AllL of Lham
bad filre-engine red Cadlllac caavertibles. I dida't bhave & pot to plas in, but...
Qne day I came back fram cl and it sua doriog the tias of - thay bawe what
they call bams-ramIDg gumss, whers Al) the alumbl ¢coms back mad they go tg the
toothul]l games, This was with Mickigan, end one of the traditions La thet

your brother fraternitiss st otber echools come to your school, mherever tbe
ganv 10 being ployed, and they atay at your [raterpity bouse. And «4a | walked
in tbe hoxes, One Of he guys aald to ne: "Hey, (here's a guy upaiaira from
Payneaviile who Bays be kpnows you and he waots to #ay Bl to you" and 1 saia:

“Oh, okay™. Row 1higt is mayhs teén yaara later, or ¢ight yeurs later, or whalaver
the hall it was. 1 currying & big 108d of echoolboooks and notebooks gud
all, and 1 walked yp the stairs - ths liviog roos wae on the eecond floor, snd

I walked up. [t ap enormously long liviog room. all drenched with aus from
a lot of windows | ataried waliing acrasd tbe carpet and & guy #t ihe otber
apd startesd walks tovards ae. [ don't even remember recognlsiog bim, But the
baoka suddenly wve. & oot directlon, apd [ wast in the okh w06 L jumped <o
thla guy and pukebed bim ip the fece and 1 bad him davo apd 1 ¥ae Desgiog bia
bagd aB the floor, It took four people to drag ma off, and t(hay 100k mé upstairs
and they had 10 pot B4 1n 3 bunk with beits - they hed to tie in with beleq,
brcause | =as crezy. And - 41 vas Keony Roget. whom T had totally forgottes,
Just cleansed Lt froa my memory entiraly.

Sa, that vas tba Wind of pitustian ) hed. 4wd § was & amavt-manth. [ sewn, o
1ot of the tyouble that 1 had when 1 waz & kid | made for myself, hecauss p o,
& vary, very bright, & very sherp Kid apd very ioqoieitiva, and vary ayRicqt
ebout alaopt  anything that wes told to me - I wouldn't mccept Lt % face vglge,
they hud to prove it to me., L mede = 1ot Of touble with my teschers. 1 papp,
In tha fourtb grade, fifrh grade, wheb otber k1ds ware reviewiog besadall pog,
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ar “A Lad, & Dog", | geve o review of Lord Alfred Norzybekl's Soiamee and Santty:
the Study of Gemeral Semantics, and T sald it was & gréatary book thap the dible
because, you know, 1f wa learned to speak axactly, and pay s3actly shat we meant
ihere wauld bs aa mlannderatasdings, oo thers would ks mo war; acd tberaforse It
waf & greatlay book thao the Hipla, They eent we down to tha Princlpal's

office 1or atheisn, hermay and geperal ell-rousd mochery. And, &y pareiiy wvare
vary nice pvople, Het very plaip, apd 4idp°t quile Xnow what tha Rwll they hadi
Bacause there wae pobody perticularly artlatic in ay fasily - my fatbar had

basen a deotist end then he was » jeveller: and my aother had bmen a pecretary.
And 3y e1ster - my older sister - waa off ar college, and got married vary
quickly, apd 1bat took cave of 1hati. Jo ] wag kind 0f a strexge creature ic
their midar. They just dida’t hnpm what the hall to do with we. Axd being
#looe - Like, 1 had ot frienda at all - ] soupht recourse 1p...well, radio at
1bat tiee was wary, wiry good becsuee 1t bad & Jot of drasa, and I would listen
14 that, aerd the 1 gave full play . And movies, comic baoks

und thy pulp wegezines - tha Splder, Doc Savage and rhe Shadom and that kind of
thing. Apd that wss ey world. Today, whea like Time Magaafrne cema emd inter-
viewed me 220 eaid Who wara your esrly literary Lafluences?” of course you
can'tl sey ta tha ' Wall, it wes Doc Jevege and The Sbadow ené Plastic Man and
1be comsn baoka™, ard 1 amid: “Ok, Lt wen Comrad and Dscuaps and Mar¥ Twaln and
Antaloy de St Baupery apd puople of tdat nature”. Which aounda good - but 1¢
» 11y the fantaey writing of my childbood.

And 86 1 baceas, I gu » 10 WYeryoDd arouad me a vary peculiar child. I ran
avay ftom homa whyn ] wae 13, [ rap off, and In thoss days thare
vary popular 1p Aserica - 1 doo‘t koaw if you bad 4¢ ower hers - 1t wus cellud
“Toby Tylar, or Ten Weeks #ith tha Circus"’. Todey it'e Tup off, get joursslf

a Foender bass and fo3a & rotk group. But ip thoss deye it wes rum aff sra jaia
the circua. 3o, I ran off aod [ jolwed a carpival, which was Dot Quita & flrcumg
bul & truvelliog hicd of rond-abow thiag. 4md 1 on ay dwn, right from tha
age ot 13, [ was earning By osp Living at thatr palnt. Hy the tiws ] was 18 ]
was driving ¢ éynamite truch 1o Morch Caralisa. 1t's alwsys been like thet.

I would go home parlodicslly, to da wome achool, At flret wy parwnts sent

out Pimkartons to find meé. mnd they located we for tbe firer tiee ip jall 1n
Keneas Clty. Buct thareafiar, they kind of, | guess, got a perception that I
could handle oyaalf, sand that oothiog really was going to happen to @e. Or if
1t d1d it was (Aevitablu, Jo, belug elowe, and belog on the road, T grew to
underetand experiance ¢» a foedipg eftuation for stories, and I bagun writing
when I waw, I thimk, tom years ¢l4. I #0]d sy flrat two piacas — fiwe-part
merinla - to tha Cleveland Newe, ta a youpg pedpla'y column thety they hed, gud

I just elways wrote. Hut 1 waa wlso aa mctor: ] wes on the etege in Cleveland
in the Clevaland Playho , which wem very, very fawoue; and leter L[ did sone
time on Broadway. 1 mevg for a living, did stand-up comedy, all of the varicus
thinge that an & E eg does to feed hia pasry littlae sool.

1

early an, diecoveriug the poiptlees apd reslly aanssless antaganismg

for other kipde of people who wera different, thal informad » lot of
1 understoad raclam vary 1y, I understood bigotry vary early,

| woderetood the whala idas of lynchb law very eerly on. Decewss 1t was Xxiad of

» tough, natorglistic azistence op the road, my £1ction wani iba same way. T

am totally iucepeble of writing C.P. Smow kimd of booka. 1 hopa ihat snswary

tba questlon.

That centainly ansuers the question, and it ansuers vhat uas my nert Gueetion,
which ms: Why did you come to writing? Do you think that the yeacon you came
to amience fiotion was that the kind of everyday exvatenos which you ware
leading was a very tough one, and that you needed to escape from it to some
estans? la there an clement of that at all?

To. Quite rke apposlie.
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If mot, ohy do you think science fimtion rather thon any other kind of fietion?

®ell, Lhe roamon ] got Imto eckgnna fictioo .well, you sec. first pr al) 1 wust
maks the claay d1stinctioo tbat oply sbaut » ibird or fourth oi what 1°ve writlen
L» science fictioa More of 1L js (AOTREY, &nd evEn more Of it 1s im the meid-
@treas. JU°» quite 1lhe opposite of whatl you suggest NO, \Nere wae no peed

10 wocapt (rom my al) 1 bad o mecape fram o Payneaville, aud once 1 had do0T
that [ wvan very happy to be La tbe world. 1've alwapa 1iked the world, and the
toyghur i1 15, the «ore co plan 1L gets, 1he batter I Mic it berause 1 JLke
nolvisg penblean  The 806 that 1 drifled (0L0 Eclence fictiom
earlp infiuences of Clerk Asbtan Smith and the fanilsey pulps, which 1@
«duired - 1 ulvsys liked 1bat kind of writing bacause suspense ood fentesy always
attractsd . apart from that wae just tbe piapls iblog that | had no trienas
My fathar dizd in 1949, my @other...I ook cars of her. | 4upported har. Was
moved to Cleveland and | used to go Lo & bookatora and stem) books becausa 1
d10u'( BEVA any oohey Lo buy thew, and | waa atealing a lok of science Clction
baoks 1 had aicaversd Bradbury and Ianar Animov and Arthur Ciarke; o T was
stenling & lot of thess books And ona day | saw @ BIRD which a “Clevélond
Secsance FLoLIon Soclely 18 forwing, and 3 you weérgé interesied cull) guch-and-
auch®, mnd ooe of Lhe two people wam Avdre Harlan, an a motter of fact - Allce
Uary Narton. And J joimed, and they becans ay firmt friends, my firet real
friands, Because 1 had @ fInir | begen publishing tuelr fan-magazine, snd Lhen
when 1Me club had & ocd and braks up the
Tanrioe of mine. 1 changed the name ta [MmeHREONS amd publisked L{ for, oM, four
ar tive years. Aod through tha ranzina | started golng ta comventioos, (hrough
tha comusntiipaup | met tbe sriters., ¥hrovgh ths aritere 1 got sarly
®lth wy rareer. Leater del Rey, Algle Buorya, Hobert Bloch, =ho w&
%180 t0 B4 And #Draureged 8o, | Niod of drifLed into (1 Decavae
Bob Silverberg, at coursa, who wam wy oldest aod closést frieod...wnd Lhey wera
writioy tbat, &a [ began writing that Bul the firet Uk w [ acld, addly «noughb,
were 6at scicace fiction. Tha Clrat plece 1 wold was a fuvenile deltimqoency
van-fictian, tha Tizet ort atory 1 anld waa clance fiction.
tha Tiral yaer, 1855, of @y prafessilonsl care nineiy percant ot
what [ e0id ment 10 tbe delecllive SLOTY magatioas. .well, tbey ware hamazlnes
tDAT were ROT qNile deteclive stories, bey wors Jool Kind of crime w
ke "Gully “Trapped”, "Manhuni’™, that kind of thing . heceume t1hat
the big marketa were thoee daya, they peid » Yot nre thacnr acience (iction
sarkols. [ts peculiat luv mwe Lhol I've goined Lhe veputalion 1 bsve In the
t1eld ot sciwncu (iction. becaume with very few exceptions 1've written marhing
that could be cven vamotaly colled science fiction  Moat of what | write Im
OUFA fantaay, OF AcLence fabtsoy wi beal. Wheo 1 ude thél wurt of roteces
furnitvre of aci¢nce fictlon it°s alwoys for an ond, It's o a for a purposs,
and 1'w véry conscious of ths fact that | make mnat science fiction eriterd of
the 0ld Mine, of the old echaol, Yery nervous.

1 recall onc aof the thinga cthat was very, very peilnful 1o ms. Thet waa wban 1
rasd an artscle tbat sppurootly bad bego tranmlsted by td fellow Frane Retten-
stetomr, who's, 1 uoderstasd, not a mice man at al), bul he tracalated thip
plecea by St om Lam, tbe Polieh mriter. He had apperantly gives lLem a copp
af ane of wy aarly callections that Léew rend 1o English, Or hed rasd in o

Dutch tranglation ar scwothisg, and thea had writtsp the faview tbat Aot(esscsiner
hnd trasaluted from Poligd into finrman, and trom Cermao iata English.  Abd Lem
asid that | wan o pneychopatd snd that | chould be coamitied, wnd I hould he
spcarcerated, and 1 ohoulds’t bo lex looae, Aod f read thig, oddly eoough sa

at Eoglish fanzloe, | 4on’t vewember what 1t wem, BUL Lt wam yeaara aga  Ang j¢
just reslly burt ac.

Lom doea seem to be extremely harah about almoet all American science fictiom
writens, apart [rmm Philip K. Dick, in farti.
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It's uo odd thimg. [’V 4 very dicbotowows Dalure ac 19 the feelioy mbout kow
peaple reatt to wy word I maan 1 wrile wbat 1 waat to write, 1 roally da. 1
dom‘t elant for markets, 1 doo’t alant for mudlieoc 1 write what 1 plesss an
tha oké buod, and 31'0 & vary rent fasliog. 1 dow't gilve = wbit t amybody
tbioka aboul wy work. 1f avarybody hmted 3t T would alil) write oxacilly tho vay
I do. Oo the othar baod, |'m » bumas beisg tco, scd wvheo | resd thoar Jodawful
¥itriolic raviews of my work, ma if | vers e polluting the proclona hodily
fluids ot the amoctified geore af scienca fictioo, | waut ta go and may
lock, you don't understand. Thia 1e not whet 1‘m dpisg  Hare'n what |'a trytog
10 da*.

Thia doea lead onto another queation which I‘ve got dowm. You omme into eceincs
fiction aa, ad I get the impresaion you've aluaya been, within 1he soiemce
Fietion mrld’ somazhing of an afan? terridle = a mdlml wotee aluays, at

the centre of o hurricane of contywovuray. Tt Nou, you've ot mots thygos

than any other sctence fietion writor aliva, pou've won Fabuloe = pyou win awards
all over the place. f've got a vhole sheet of the wort of aards and things
you'ue wom vomently = Edgars, movie script-uriting muards, Ate.  TL dcema 20 me
that, curtginly gnomgat wams people, your work ts very mch ar-mpend and you ‘e
receivad @ great deal of eritical praise. Do you think that you‘ve darome
tnrcasingly accepted, either by the eciemce j‘wtm Jfield or the gemargl firld
of writing, or arx you atill somenhat out on the fringe, do yow thtnk?

Wall, I1t-a my bopé that 1‘'m aever really mccepl I 116k Thoreau's remark
“Be aarves the stute beal who oppowss tho statd4 sodl™ 1a [he only way (o
otuy reslly frasb aod unbougbt. T dom’'t aver raally waot o gek (hat escwra
thut 1°m aate.

Oae ot the mcat peruliar desigratiom
©r brard ip the reas "Fel2, he omly Write tbat to skock~, Well,
coonidsr that a =obls our, to skoch! Paopla spand ecat af g
aacura, Thay Os1fy and totamiee love
and in that divsction L1es thw Wind of warlé t
that parmite..you koow. South Africa to 8o wbat It dome, It In my

ways lb‘.r Ruople, wad ehoch people, and got thed calkleg,

of writiag, certmis kison of writing, 1

wn

qQuestlobing
14, vot to Lake anytbiog at ltc‘ vulue, sod 1 Tidé wy fictian o do Lhet,

1 cannot syplala (o yam wby it Le 1 woik 4Ll tbe awarde ['ve woo wnd stlll.. .
Jou'rs going to bsve trouble Intarpretisg this wbeaop you get thm tape dova, but
tha othor pight they took me over to the Lomdon Bcience Fictiom Chrzle, to Lhe
Ome Tun “'¥an Tong”, sod | thonght it wem = Chiooes
Aud thoy
a and for the anat part evarybody
thoughmoat people acaped asay from ma 1 caught

them atariog s abovt to turn 1nto. .you Know ,.a sevgs-bendsad dog,

or somothingl And 1'm Dot }ka that. I really &= ROL. ® very triendly and
wban panple aTe polite to mé 1'm polits right buck mt Lhaa. The oRly 1imes 1

t crenky are wbeb paople coms oo with me mod ars yude ta we. [ Juat react
very hadly to Chat. ot yOUON *ONME,

d abe Nept. Wiod of, ataring at ma am if ['d just fallen af? the moo After
a while [ waok sptico of 3t and | zelhad ber over and 1 anld: “Coms ber, cows
bera™, and | wat ker dows oo & atoo) and there was a buoeh of us standiog erouod
talking. ¥ ud bar who abr wam, and ahe had just haes married throe wocks
before, bar buaband was arcusd thare handjeg out T nas or mometbing to people
We talked tar a and 1 wae vary frieadly to h whan ahe w g
YIth hor husband, be was & very tel) Chup, [ aaid to bis: “Tou're a very lucky
®an, Bhe'a a Jovely, lovaly 1ady"., apd We aaid: "Thank you~™, and bs T
over and tvaskeo By gosal T got very avboyed mt (bat, bacauvss that
40 Ibvambon of perdcoal mpuce, Aod 1eaid to bim: “Wby did you do rast?"
“Bel), 0% [ cam go around telliw rybody 1bat 1 twanksd the groal BIlison’s
430 1 tel)l youw, [ wanted to grab the son of a Gitch by tha throat mad
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put bim up agmsuat the wall, and the only thing 1Net reatruingd me tbie yourd
womm0 who clemrly Jovad her busbiod. Yut why 40 tbey dn that? What makes thesm
think thay can do Lbet? So. on tha one hand t bave oll iheme swards apd all of
this eduiation snd populer success, which | wamt, which ['ve very calcularediy
roDE fOY. And Ga tbe Other band | hard st SOOTROUS Dumber aof people wbo 1 h
Lhey 're golog to wake palots sith hemsclvon, who must lemd much elugey Libtle
Liven that to he able to do tNis Wind of thismg munt be » graat fewther la their
cap

Haybe to them you've assumed the alatus of a sort of wesiern gunfighter: and
to have a fight with Billy the &id addr matefies Lo your own reputation.

Tbe trouble fa Lhal if | over

lat go oo them, 1 would raduce them to
rutible. Because 1 really don't T like mtopping. Anclber apocryphal mtory..
it's naunr good tp tel) atories on youraell ere you loak gond, but Lhis ose
13, .] 00n't rapembar who wam the other party mod that, but when | ment ta
Philadelpbia fur the conventiona some yeors mgo, Lhey bad 5 bugs party im
usclhouse restaurast at thin hatel,, .l thisk thia Philadelphia, i bay Neve
been S1 Louia | think £t may have been St Lovis, yes, it wan 5t Louts! St
touls In 63, L wap there with = young =usdbD 4Rd we =@nt upstei and tha
1010t mas crammad 10 the walls. ] wean tbere word Just Ruadtsds apd hindracs
ot people  When 1 walked 1o, s}l nf & audoen @ murewr went Lhraugh the crowd,
ond 1t partad. It wam just )Ike the Red Sea, and 1t wam Lliks & carridor. Wa
couldnpt Tlgure It out, we were just walklbg through. Aad what [ did nat ksaw
“ad that they tud presrcrasged momathisg, thal » group of faom bad (0D 3 youog
womsd who spparcmtly had a viciaun tongue, and they wanted to pit her agalast
me. My date snd 1 splhed tbrougb tbie grovp of peopls, sveryhody watchiog

and T4l1LAK 3D Dadind 1ike xn MCW worim. Suddenly 1 found myoelf confrontiog
(hig yoURg wuoun, daybe 22, 21, and » caople of guys sround her. | =topped

wnd looked at ker and ahe lopkad at ma  And all of g suddeo mhe went: “Blable-
bisblabls™ ang ahe begsn Lasulting we. [ wean, 1Etke farty-twa losubts o
#ecoad! Apd. | Wikd of looked at ber, and whe waited for me to respaod aud

1 didn't respond, asd she weat. “'Blabluilabla™ and she did it agaio. Awsd 1
kind of améled, turmed around aad 1 sslked Lhrough tha cromd and walked smay.
ha T wap walking ¥ | hesrd bar aeap to “HRST ¥bat ?
1 (hought he wae eUppoeed to br ac faat. Wby didn't be mey scmething?”'. And
scmrantd eclwa la the crowd gald “'Whan you'ra the fsatent gun you dan"¢t pull
sgalnat plaughhoya"

And that made me fesl goad, becavav 1°d reotraibed eyaell far vace!

This reputattion that you have for being a faiwly abrasive personality, which,
ag you say, probably springa from comfweutations uith people wlo ame antisipating
Lhst you're going lo be abrarive, and are rude io you in the firet plare...

ft's a ec)f-tulilling prophacy.

Yen. To some axtent thta aeems tn be veflested in the fictiam of yours that f'ye
mad, in the viglent gmottons which ong finde within a ot of that fiaticm. Sors
of hatred, vielence, bittermess. Ewen the love in your stortea scems almout

to be a wiolent passiom. tre you, ir pour fiction, do you think, working out
faivly decp-eeated animosities or resuwliy of this early childhood wher you

wwra Paving to fight against tho world? Do you think that conditionad you to
write atout fairly violenl anrts of emationa?

I think the warking out af amy sdaloaceat interomd cowflicta, (w fickiom,
bappensd quite o ot in the early daya, up Lo, ¥, 1001. From abowt 1883 ¢o
1962, After thet. | 1hink 1 had wast of tba carly stufl that wae botbaring me
preity well uader ¢antrol  An wel)l aa uoder contral can be. [ meas, abe
kwows about oweasif,

To taka a jump gad tbeo cows back. . .Sy current ficiion, stories sach mx
“Shatterdar”....
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"Croatoat™?

“Croatana”, "Croalogh” pariicolarly. “The Deatbbird®, "Adrift Juet off tbe lalets
of Langerbars™, and a nuabar of stories ther 1'wa writteo im the last year, whizh
Jan prabably have 06Ot 4640 yat becavas thay're juet coming out i Americs, tbuee
Are atorigs thet are 2lac workisgs out ¢f interns) guesticos. HNot they're oo,

I hopa. a moch more eopbieticeted levs). For instance, i “"Shetterday~, which
you may huve sevo becsoes it wae 1o Soience Fiction Momthly o aer ™he

rory aboot tbe guy vhu calls himasel? ow tbe pbome, <alls bie ovn spartmsnt by
wittakey, .,

X¥o, I haven't read that yet. “Croatoan” is tha most recent one that I've seamn,

Wall, al) right, l4t ma des! with "Croatoan™ theo. “Croatosn™ ie the workiog out
-+ -bot the workiog out ¥ot am axplicaticn in ficticn of wy feelicas shbout the
vary belag ble for Wis own lite. Asd, for being

nlpnmlblt for the livep of those srcund yoc 1f their lives touch yours, it
you influsace thair lives, 11 you affect tbes and do thiugs o them, if they are

at baiag et that story wes, [
bawng an affair with a vary beautifol yousg woman vbow I mede pregomat. ]
subasqusatly fauad oyl that she took Do ¥irth cootrol wessures, which iw Americe
la wery, wary atrqogs, perticularly for a young womao of this eort...wbeo | sey
"af this wart” [ mans cos who te very worldly wiss, very imtelligeot, very well
travalled and joat & vary wali-pogsessed young womsw, fer way of tskiog pre-
cautions wam to g0 und Rave yn abortiom. Jke'd bad eomwtbing like aix or guven
sborrians, aad thsy dad oot mattarsd to her bucause they had been cewwal )inisome,
¥iih me, apparectly, there wss quite o besvy love eituwstion, o= ber pert, amd it
aftacrad byr very hudly. [t affacied we alao very dedly, beceuse 1 was in
Las Angeles apd sbe wae Lo Hew York, It wa» & kind af tramscoptimeatal lo
wftair. Ske callud mu and eaid ade wes going to have an aborticn, whilch left
Be 06 aption, tbere wue pothing | costd do. Bhe hed declded, and sbe wae om her
way 1o 40 it withim am hour of the time aba apoke ta e#, #o [ ves mametru
e vary difricult eituation. It affected me very deeply, and T hegao
sbout Lt, and T wrate '"Croatoan™, shich ia a AtOry which aays wa
wust by responaidla. Wa are, lo effact, Tha aum 1atal of all ibe declalona we've
over made 1D our 1liv The ald Asarican Indias philomcphy, that 3o satter
12 you'ra atapdiog o0 & strest corbar and Ab stomic bomb falla on you, yau're
TeapoDEiDla, because you plcked thar atraet to walk dows, and you pioked all
the atroats tbat pas ked dowh that @Ot yab ta that STFeer, 80 JOU ATe FoapaR-—
81ble 1o Lhe atrictest seosa. And, [ went mmd [ had = wepectamy, which I coasid-
ered ¢ thing which I bad to da, bacauas I apuld Do langsr parsit oibar peopla‘a
negligence with Gair lives to ba acmsthiag thet J had to dwal with, or that ]
woold be for. Bo wan tha workiog out, in ay mind, of thet
svose ot 11ty. day" wam ma coming 10 gripa with the fact that
1 reslly...ny mothar’s §J pasry 0ld, she lives in Hlami Bawch, 1 aupport bay,
» lovely, lovely wosan, but Rér mimory i@ gobe , aha’e Dot wall,
4 bad 1hrea aajor Mpart attacke iz the lmt foor yesre, and wgiting conatantly
for the pboba t¢ ring, far that phone call to cCome, for thRat yerticuler pbooe
call, that cerrible phone pl) that I koow will come eventually, hue bycams
®0 oppressivs {o tbat, the trutb of the matter 1a, ] reelly wvant ber to die.
To soms people that would by a terrible thiog, thst someone woold mey: "1 waat
my mother to die”. 1 doo't mean it either ia the mercy kiiliag semae, 1 dob°t
wean 1t 10 the hatred seose bacauae t bave no Datred Yor ber at sll. T wemp 1t
ouly 1n the sense that 1dare 1s an apprassiveness i wy 11fa, thers 18 & ehedow
that ceépatantly, coostantly loows over me mod tbers‘e po wey | ¢un get awmy from
4%, Asd ] wrote this atory, "Muattardey“, 1w which that ia vafareed to, i3 &
waAy. That...4lec coalog to tha reeliestion, which is e etradys resligatiom for
ah 20ult bacaupe many af tby pecple who read thls will know 4t - you may oot pat:
I dar’t knaw anycbing ebowt your pereosal 1ife o I doo‘t kaow - bet whes you're
yOuag jyour motber apd fsther are your paraats aod tbay teke care of you. o later
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4, they becoms the <bild and you become the parepi. [t's a miraoge ambivaleacs.
& at7ange changipg over, ARd it'va very yeculiar ralationship ehere [ am, 4u atfecl,
®y own father. [It’a soasthing tbat [had to firat realise =nd than Gea) with.

And 1've doae 1hat in this story, “Hbatterday”.

S0, cow e slorien reflect my menrch for ap underacandiog of aymalf, ay examipatiod
of various elements of ay perscos, wbich sounde tarribly welf-indulgent snd 13

ihe kpld of thing that, [ suppoee, 1f Lester de)l Aey wara to bamr, Lester

wonld go: “Poo. poo, yoa., That Iap't what acory telliog s sbout”. Therq's

the great quote that Poul Andersoa made, in fact Jiaay Gallerd juat raterriog
to it 1o the SFEA Wawpletter, ihe currént taaus. He talked about Poul Apdergan
telog st sams Eoglish convention one time, HRe quotad fram 30b Reimlein. Be
snld:"Fhat wa're doipg when we write our ptoriep 18 that we’'re vying fro scas
guy's bear mooay. Aetber iban buylog bear ke buys ow hnal . And Jimsy

»e1d, quits rightly, tbat many aof us wepire to tbie somewhut greater aoblilty

for our work. 1 coosider mysel? a story-teller, and [ thivk thet 1a poasibly

the noblaet craft a persco ¢an have, is to be o etory-teller. %ot T llke to

think tbat 1'm acmething better than a bear-mopey writer. 350, laster, who

nl:el & vory pragmati¢ sttitode toward 1t bucavse he'e ome of th old guked, maya:

| you're iryimg to be an artiat] You're tryiog to be e ¥

1'm trying to be an ertist. 1°m finally ready to cop to ¢t
an ertiet,

And suececedtng, 1 vould fime satd, judging by the aritfcal reception.

Well, T hope 1 am. And tNLS briDgs um to..-this may bu a questioca tbat mmeb
later you womld msk,..this brisgs ua to the raesop why 1'm very steadfestly
rafusing to the words “Science fLOT10A™ batag put ap By books, hecsuss thers
are 30 maby writers, good eriters, who, T thiak, misguidedly think tbay're
Dotbiog bettar thas hanka, wha are mo betlar thus Raar-Roosy writers, batre cose
to be wasocisted with the phryee “Scieuce fictiow" and thet Godewful, wrarched
aeologisa "8a-21", which 1 huty, [f you sey: "Rel), 1 write science fictlom”
soople lamediately thiuk of Gimnt Bugs That Ate Sirmingbam, or Bock Ragers,

I 11ks ta thiok of myself se @ writer,as cow wilh Roabl Dab] Joko Colliar,
Xurt Vasasgut uod Dooald Gertbeime, people of that stripe, wbo also write
teniamy, eod whope work 1s oot categorised and put 1ato a genre and atuch up
oext to...you koow . the Perry Ebodan books. So, writiag art, [ cas’t reslly
write scieace fictios. I mean, T can write wctance fhotion but I canaot call
it that.

This comes onto somzthing ilse I was going *o ask you ebout. To what exten:

t trufng to Uriie What you sant to writy what you feel driven buwrite ae a
ervative artiat, to what ertent are you continually frustrated by tha limitatione
of publishers and IV or film producers? I was reading somewhere about how

you kad a great fight with Doubladay to kecp 1iz) rows Visions in
print: although ©t wae eelltng well they mtﬁ to ca;e 5: out of print. &!{om
1 eame over hepe I uaa veading through your tntroducts The

about oIl the prodlems you had trying to get that off the gmnmd and how tt wae
completely wrecked. Would you Jike to say something about problems yﬂn'w had
vith publishers and TV and film producers; and do you think that naw you're
geteing any batter deal thom you did cver TRe Starloet?

That's an 1 1 and 1'w going to atiempt Co dmawer It
very almply, Yor ou reascn bacavse uo matter how justified the copluinty agy
be, fuevitebly & writer atarts sousdiog bike = -baby if ba complaiam too
euch  0-020 ¥b has nat warked In 711» wad taleviaion cap poseihly begia to
Xnow the mwaust of brutslisstiop, éelumapisation, cvastive captrul amd jost
Aownright etopidity and chickea-sbit, osckel-and-diss aasoyasce that & sritas
bas €0 pot up with. To try end you chapter and verse we sould go througn
this tape 00 a vumber of other 120 misute tapes. ANl E caw teIl yom 1a taat 1
Xeop fightiog bscausa I dan’t wapt ia desert that particular medlud €5 lqgye it
t0 the Huns and the Yiaigoths. 1 dan’t fes) like giving it to them free ayq

1'» tryion to be

4
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Thay'ra golag tao bs

to fight me for it, But it is = very difficult
and it’s one that eftar ome bas fought e msjor eacount hth
Tha Atarloat of & movle Ehst 1've Just done, ope lsps bach and r
m difgicult thing. That’s 1o Ehe visusl medius. [o pudlisbiog it's & very
Aiftavant thing far me, parsosally, now. It 1s Dot a very differeat thing ror
mady othar writura. Many atbay writera have to put up with tba Xluds of
rastrictione aod taboos that sditors, auck as far iastasce, Noger Xlwcod, have.
Wile I b By paracbal Axa ta grind againac Roger - wa bad oply »icimal
ditficnlitde ip pur profassicnal dasllogs - 1 wan't write for Hoger, bacaus

I ktow whare Bie miod im wnd P haow wbare bia cavasts 1ie, apd I canaot live
with th Thin ia, by ths way, for tbe record, abwiowaly. Far a lot of
othar writ thoss ars ¥y ¢rippliug reatrictiona, [ think. I think ac awful
10t of very bad writiog, e= mwful lot of freak, crippled, asised wriring was
coms apt of that whole Rlwood gra. Roger will oot love me for aayiag thia, but
1 thiak be koows tbat | mesp 1t bowestly whea 1 »sy it.

Poy mm, ut thia wiaga of tha gums, it's wery pl Robody puts reetricticos
of ma, 4 =pmé ways that's good, scue ® it'e bad. 1 may pead & Jittle
etitortm! belp from time to time. 1 lilke wditors, Jika Dasmon Knigdt, l1ke Bob
Si)verberg, 1ike Terry Cerr, beceuss tbey wre good aditara who know their

cratt soificiently, amd they ars writers themselves, and ¢ab day to me 11 I've
dowe « atory for them: “Look, you're aigbty percent thers, Thig ian’t righi,
thie isp't right. You'l) bave to do thbie pert ovar. Why don't you tuke &

1ock at thie™. ODamon Eoighdt did 1t to «e on a atory cslled "Oue Lite Formishad
Lo Carly Povarty™, which [ tbink 1» one of wy very best. The suggeations that
Damok sade foFr PawFiie wera abaclutsly dead oa. T refused to do thew. 1 argued
and yallad and acreamed. Damod #as patlent vith @, and ke ¥rote we o ommber

of Istrara. And I Zinally 414 rhea, all bui for cos or tvo that 1 absolutely
would Aot chunge, bacanas I koaw that 1 was »ight an thoss. And even 1 1 wae
wrong...['l) go even Turtber thed that, Duman was ahsalutely right. The two
ar thrae sdditicops! chenges that by westsd made would Rave sade for a batter
atory, | didu't wemt to make thym becaupa they were ransona shy I had writtea
that story. Wbansver you write s atory, you do it, it'# 1ika & junkie getiing
a f1x. You write & etory beceuss thers's somathing 1B thars you wamr to gei off,
and 1t'p sowetbing you went to do for yowrsalf. 4 couple af ihe things that

1 414 i» tbet etory, which hud wery Little to do with the atory itaslf, Damoo
wented chbanged beceoss Ne thought they wers superflugus, ware the tbiags ibat

1 Ned dopw for we They were the reescun why tbe story cams ra ha writtam, If
| hsd takep tbam out thare wes 3o reearos to write the story., #Ho, 1 1laft thoas
fou thipgs that Damon cupmidered flaws in. No-oms v hoow what Thay wers
they don't pake apy differemca. But they'rs very fmportant (¢ ma, that theay'rve
ip there.

lo teymy of publiebiog, oaly obce iw the lmpt thram or four yeara have T undergoas
marigua editorial temperiw, There's ou avfvl lot of iveptitude Lo publishiag
when they send out the galleys ®itbout ¢ ever seslug them - ind ['m ¢ baur
sbout tbat! 1 bave 1t 10 my camtracts, they may not do that. 1 bave cover
<omtrol, cover artist conirol, covar blurh coatrol, prosotiooal material cootral.
[ Just wan't giva thosa things cp asRy sora. Portanately, T have enough momey

o0 1 doo'L buve to put by with thet, I thiwk it's ona of The Rice thi about
gottiog Sowey, that it gives yoo the atremgib to be a eacure artiat, where you
0aD €8y t0 somabody: “"Tow may wot tempsr with my wvork) ¥oo way mat! Far right
or wrang, [ wrote 1t. [It'» wies. (¢t way not be the hest, ¥ut goddam it, thet'e
mal A2J 1'm perfectly willlag ta atala ay faputstion on 1t add atand behimd

it a0d go dowm 1o flamse §f it'e Dot good enought™

Duly otce im the laat four or five years, 48 I say, haa asyone poblinked sowethios
of mias enéd Tampared with It. It an editorlal situation wbares, though | wes
dead sgaluost what they 414 with tha ytory, [ bad ta let thes do Lt deceues 1 had
mads & commitmant. T #aa Jats with the matarigl), thay wore in a bind. 1 feilt
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etbically and morslly boumd to publisb the wtory ifh tbeB. And that was & etory
that wes 38 = Boak called Meird Neroee: Fhe Bew Amerisen Pulp, aod it was a
plece shout Cordwminar Bird, They cl d the nams. 1 bad A1) the ram) oames
of people 1n thare, and al) the rea) names of yuhlisalng cospanies, and gii tha
Tag) nemen of ptoray and everything else that 1 wantad. That story was pure
revange, that's what thet story wes, pure revanga. And whep ihey took aut

el those =& they LoON cut the revenge amd they toak out the Zésaon far

»a writing the story ia the firat place. fo, wa amnming wod entertainiag ea
thet story way be, to we ILt's a frippery 0o, beceuss i1ts goita bave baem pulied
out of it. t 1 hud to let tbes do 1t. In al) conpciemga, T must say thet ibe
pyople sho did it, did Dot do &t aut af any atupidity, or weligp temlioga. Tosy
d1d it because they were afraid rhey sere golog to gt sued! And they just digs‘c
waot to get auad, ao they did st.

Ting freedom 1o something that you've obviously fud to fight for, eomathing you've
achieved because of pour track record, your reputation as a writer. HNow mld
youcompare your ottitude towards the scismce fictiom kind of thing that you're
doing With that of, say, Robert Sitverberg...

1 keow you wera gotiong to eay that!
Yas, I'm sorry. The question tnevitably has to be asked.
oK.

... With that of Robert Silverberg, who has opled out of uriting full stop. Or
vith that of Barry Maladerg, who's gone out of sciance fiation altogethar.

or Tom Diach who's doing 31, or Gearge dlec Bifipger wbo'a doing it, or Dawn
Tooutz Bo bae dope 1t. T tbink that shat you're seaiong ¢ Dot tsoleted caspa.
Tou aTe seeiDg @ SOoveNODL, & vary concerted Bovement, becawse a gremt many of
us wha sepire to € mare tbano v writh beve foumd that we aimply
canpot 40 it vithic tde Lisitecioos of the genre. Not thw mrtimtic limitarions
withia tbs marketing, merchaadisisg end promoticon) limitstiocas
Scieace fictioo 1» » merhatiog tars, it's ¢ vewsstand term. (L2
pce for bookesllers, eo tbey can take all the books asd jam theam

over ID ONe cOrmer t to tbe gotdlce, apd tbe other side wowld be the surse
novels. We einply want to write otber kinds of thi . I'® e great defeudar

of Bob Silverbarg'e ettitude. L knov whep Bob saye . Bok 1¢ & )ot more
polite thap | am  Bob wl11 pot be nearly as blunt. [ thiak fawe, ap the whole,
ensemble, are the biggest bunch af achaucka apd litarary scavengere the worid

has ever known. 1o 1936 through 3852 or 3 or 4. fandom sas & very vondarful,
enriching rhlog, [t supportsd the writery, it booght thalr work. But iben,

1lks jaslous 1little groupisa wbo Rate to sae their 1doly suddealy lowed by
«veryony else, they bugan getting terribly vanpiric. The bold they bawva ou this
t1s1d. the kold they b on the kiod of thiags that sritere will write, is &
tragic thing to bebold. 1% aesns to we that writers of tbe stature of lsmac
Asseov, Cliftord Slwak.. ON, Gad, | could name...at the moment [ cen’t think

of tboss...but those are the prise two exaamplea. Issac sad Clilf sre twa
writears who bave S0 Buch mors ih Them that they are capshls of...thsd thNey are
parmitred ta do. They ara writing, it suema tg , wary aate aud eacure fictiom.
You ksow 1 Bought & story from Cliftord Simak for Tha Last Dangercus ¥isieoa that
in mo Avamt garde, that 13 oo experimentul, so beyond sbatavar be‘e doos 1 the
Just ted yeurs; thet it e as if 1t bad beew writtea by m #iffermat perace. Jack
W1)limmgos - Jeck Billinmscnl - & wam who wes wriking 15 1924 already, just 414 a
story for Yhe Last Dangerous’ Viaioas...] mass, be dido’t Just do it, Bat 12713

ba that book...tbat, I 161l yam, 18 a» au cawrasc =d the youngest, yousg Turk

1 bave 10 tho bOOK. This mmn has & depth of shility that tbis field das =evar
persitted bim to tap. I sea writere like Ted Sturgeac asd Phl] Farmer, who

ara lauded acd admired theoughout the Tield, weitlag thlags ihat wre beaeath
them, Writing tbings that are Just,..tbey‘re o larobsequentisl, aad 6¥ea thogy
thinge DUFD witd A Xiad of Lotelligeoce that abould by turpad to writleg sther
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thiog Jim Bligh, 1n tho Llant yanrp of big 11fe, found mpusamest and 20me
plasaure im writlog ths 4 y little Star Trek bool Becauses they wére = bobby
2oy hip, they were amupisg, 4n0 he recoguised that that the lavel that as
aunracus nimber Of ecience Fiction (DS waDtad bis word t0 be mt  Thoss people
w111 never read Or Mirabilis, tbey will never Wnow the gowiue Lhat we 1oat when
Jamea Blisb Gled.

Bo whan fpbart Jlivarborg, who hae tolled in the vinzyard of sciencs flctioo
oud fontasy {OF tweaty-five yaars and produced a body of work that, 1t cecms 0
oo, im pecond (O no-Une’'® 1D thia fiald, or io fact 1o all Of Asericea flctioa,
auddenly turpa around snd finds tbat Percy Rhodah novels sre #6lling 10 the
©willions, an0 hie bLast bOOK® &¥é out of print snd cavpt bo found. Wheo be
&7 tO Cobventione «nd pacple esy to b Wby do you write such depromaing
#tuft?" It suddeoly dawom oo Bob 811
cebtury - dolog what? BSsekimg th ¢ epprobstion of woskay, 4nd 1t affacta him
terribly, deeply. And mo Rabert then doee what 1 do, =bich 1s to ecryam

oud smy: "“Yau bunch of alope-browsd, progoacicus-lawed, teroi acme cuoma! You
dop't dossves tha guality of work 1°s writloa! Tou dom't deserve to b your-
solvam liTtag out of the mud by the boots Bob «pte out. BOb bPacka awer.
¥ow, 1 think five ye (rom DOW, saven yaars from pow, Bob vill start sritiog
again, bacjuee Roh's » writar. [('s & thivg thai will bring bio pleasura

But it°11 be a differept kIpd of writing, Lt‘1) be iw = diffarent area, and

11 have Ioat 6dveD y#ars wortb of work. On theatber hemd, he oap just awed
tha reet. | woaD. aDy #Dx106 Lhet you roa for twenty-five yewra Ls guing to
haya €0 bave ¢ 11ttle rest.

Yeo. I epoke to Rubart Siluwrberg at the Manchester Convention at Faetwr: I did
o short fnteruiew LBE Afm then, and he sald very muwch what you'we said, alfhough
he didn't rule out the poseibility of coming back to writing. Owt, ae you seay,
there'a o difference in attitwde between him and you. I mean, you're fighting
1t all the time and he, tt suems to me, 18 more, 1n a way, oppressed by the aort
of situation tn which he finde himself, and has basm foreed out of it.

Well, you see, thera ara & number of thioge that are operable 1p ¢
Bob bue been vary canny sbout bBis mangy. Ha's Inveatad Lt im atock

attuation.
., and ha

¥, very Tine portfalio. and be bas aults u 16T of mansy, and he ia adle
to mnt write, Also, Bob 1e not dri to write mny mara the sawa wey | an 1
have meontrol over $L. 1 must writ it's what | do. I'o & writar, that's all
1 raslly an. Thoro are Uioms whem 1 think that (f you ook thamt 7 trom me
1 would wipd vp in Boreim]l sowswhors, aod wos wall) oo the way to it, 1 emspect,
when | bogau writing. For me thim aitustion ia a» sogorimg coo. It‘s ooo that
4ot Be writiog more, psblismbiog mara axd (t's » yery prodoctive oma for ma.
Anger im & vary productiva thing for se, wbich Brioge you back to where we atarted
sbout workisg out youry smaticvne Abger i & tblog tbat, batred 1s @ thiog tbal
ari wa f0 the typewriter wad id » Lbiog tbat Lw » rele for me; ratber than
go1ug out and swadhing wisdows, or beating peaple up. 1 realimod, abaut elx
Jears ago that (t wasm oot panmible to contimna writing [ hod been, with my
Booke aublimtied by.,.you knaw, ona bnok froe this pubiisher, acd five from
this ope wod two from thim ona I had to get thes 1 togetbar wonder cos umbrolia
and 1 dad to get them together »ith & publishing houdse tbat would parmit ma to
package thon in a way that | kpew thar wosld swll. I 2inally found Pyramis,
spacifically Korwan Goldfipd, who waw ah jocradible, brilliant, brilliast man
Bo's just recently Laft Pyramis. MNow, =t this mowcat, T'm = Jlttls Darvous bacavas
1 don®t koow who [°D desllpg wlth over thom amy mors. Horwax parwicted me 1o
40 =hat 1 wanted to 96, whith wea packege the booka am mainstress booke. Wowkoro
4D Bé%, avam whon tha baonka ara pura femtsey, do thay eay: “Thism im a acleance
fitiloo bouk™, Tha )1ttla Iabslling that'e o the hack apina, you koow Lt*1L
mlways ony "Corgl fiction" or “Corgl Science Fictiop™ or Mina
Just say “Pyramaio E171son mo. 1, Do, 2, wo. 3, Da. 4, WO
to maké mynglf » ganra, which ¥ bs srrogaic¢m, but goddaw 1t, & writar su
thia or vanlab! Im & world wbere you'rs compotiog for kewi-atand «pace with
Nerold Mobblas wwd Lemdie Thowas mnd Jaqualioa Susasn and Rod McEwso wnd Jaws,”
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you pimply rannat sllaw yourmelt ta be tagged. If you're going %0 bu tagged. 8@
~Oh yas, \het'a sp Elligon bool not “Oh, that*s & gothle™ or "That'e e weatern”
or “That'a @ griesco FECR10n bOOK™, Hab im conmlng to thip remliantion @ lIttle
Ister than | em  Whan | ptarted Lo 4o thim, two and » haif yeore afo, sverybody
unlversally » “You're craty! TYou're going ko fall Flat On your ta Thess
bouks &ra going to die They told Horsen Goldrind ha waa Ao ldlot for putticg
nul all tbat mooey, wod turning locoe m wrller (O packiga hip 0D book I acan
wy Gud, how ridlcvivus! Thutl's like C(roACiDR an arsist to do 3 cover. But t(be
bocka have done enormounty well. They’ve besn Lack to press three wnd Iour Cimes.
I've gotine huge royslifon. 1've gotteo larger royeliies Off thia geries of
Pyranid books thun I got from the totality of wl) tbe books 1'd published in the
fiftocn ycars proceding. And o it'sm been windicatud, né 1 think now ihwt

athar writrre are doing the asna thisg. Bob bam juat wade » dewl =Lth Porknt
Bonka to do the very samz thin, hMichacl Moorcock s booke b been dona 1n

the Aane way And. IL°R & EeN 4iy tO g0 60 Wheo you wau all tbose wrikers,

kind af Silenrberg amd Disch wnd the Gthera, you kmom, moviog sway, =bat

they're 60ing In thay're gaylog “We a#an you na harm. Wo meon you av dlerespect.
15 you weot to CIiAg O that phre 1€ you Enink thero's eecurity lm tbet -

fine, fine ¥e'd rather be Ob Our uwa".

Yowtoe been tdentifiad, vightly or ammgly, for a Iong time as perhapy the mrin
propmustt of the “Neo ko f f ray uae that cepreseton - I was reading one
o your trtroductiona f which you il Lot you didnpt Itke the expresitin

7 Waue®, but.. .

¥ell, 1 6on"c like the 2apr

tenr, Vo yore think chut the upAurge of act{vity uhick, certainly in thie country,
wir cenloed arowsd New Morlds mogazime undee Mike Mooreock's editorship, and

in the Stotea Beemml to eentre, at least tn rome part, around your (angeroun
ViRt authologtan | do wou thimk thal upsurge of activity has had any ultimaes
effect on the urignce flciton gemre? Hap {t kwlpad to expand the field? WHas it
helped to Rreak down the walls at all?

lun bec 1 think it's journalese eshorthwad.

Abmolutely. | thiok It did Lt alwast lomtan:
publicatioo of Dageriuk Vintoni paoplc wara :
Jot af atorion horc that could ba publiahed 1n Cqlai. raer hefore
dangerouir VEafoma they couldn®t have been. Golaty iz the pr waayple, | sgan.
3T just turned arcund complataly, It waa claarly no langer pomsibls La welbtiln
thia Loaunler, tunnel yiglon stritode taward the fiatins. | dom't thiok o writer

uu pood 98 lan Fois00 could be wriling the Wind of thisge lan Watenn writes today
hud it mat beon tar what Wike Mooreock und Demco Haight wad Kormen Spinvad aod

Lang Jomea and people lihe tbat were doing téo ymare 1 thiok thet 1t°a

had & very profousd effect. | think that the fact that # book llike The Jemtarh

Att 3e paw published In tha Statcs se 3 waimstremn Gook: » weihelréss book -
Acalnce tiction ian‘t on 1t sepubera. [eathdird Stores , wy lsdt book: maimstroam.
Kate Wilhglm'a paw bpok matnatream I don't think these thinga conid have breo
Aone the may they hava heen done had It not basn for shat Moorcoek did teo

years ago, and what we did tem yearas 1 don ¢t mean ta teka the...| um BOL
Slaon Bollvar, | aa not Jowo Kenyatia, |'m mot wying to way: "Yom, 1°M the great
benver-bolder”, ¥eat 1 ue maying 38 that ths situatiop im vory Wuch 1lke the

one Cbarlie Chaplin faced im Noderp Times, ko roes tbrough the machine,

ke gutm Spawad (UL Dhta the otroet, wkd he comcs up Througb & manho)
starte staggoriog down the mtrest. Amd what he dowan't KAG® 1o that thero'a o
Labour Partp parads behind hin. Aod w1l nf e wuddan ke’ DOt JUSt 2 gUY etoggeriag
down the mtreet, ho'a at the head ot tbe parede. Aind tha paxi tbIng he konws the
Copancka ars bacting him ovar the boud, the cops aming bin! Charlse
Cbaplim, Yika Lanny Rruce llke nynal? at thal psaricd, Daver wanted to Le

atapdard beerers. [1 jusl bappanad that fato, kismat, demtluy, cifCuSMtmncea,

put us there, and =e 01d whatever it was wo did. Had 1 becn & difrerent king ot

Wi1bIn & year after the
ell, gor, there wre o
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yoruca 1 woulfa‘t have dOnA 1T, ARd 40EE0De 4lsa Would bave dome 1t. 1t was joat
ay luck that I was the guy Lo America and M Woarcock tha guy aver bere.

1 rake 1t aa acty of Wravery not io baok off once you find yourelf at the froat
of iba parmde. But thera's Do Bubilhty artached ¢o it. I'm a Trouble-aaker. I
Jlke making troubl. 1 1iXe atirrisg thlogs up. And thact’s mby 1 dia it. 1
414 31 to pleass mysalt. I did 11 to gat off on 1t and there'll never hbe a
bust sractad for me i any casa, 40 1 fon'i Mave 10 worry about 1t, buy T

don"t want asyoba to tbimk that 1°m asying that I'm & nable Albart Fowaltzer
#ort wha did4 this, you know, out of the nead ta help furiber ibe fleld.

But nonetheloss you etood up and were cownted at a time Vhen somebady needed
to stand up and be cowited,

Ouay, 1°11 take credit for that.
Do you sew the sefence fiction field developing é any ble gi: i

the moren?? Oy do pou think {t'e r ng tnto pulp odventure? I'm thi
of the tuyming out of the Laser seriees, :d ths nwev Rogar Elucod Odyessy magasine,
which I'ue juat eeen a aopy of ond which must be the pulpiest thing I'vé

eaen in yogrs. And the faot ehat DAW booke eeam to be publishing aven less
adventurous stuff than it aver did befors.

4nd Parry Rhodan, and Ballantips doiog The Best af Ploret Storiea.

Réght. And these endless eriee of space operatic adventure rovels, ltke
Rhodar — Simon Back and all these others. Do you ese arty deeirable dirgetions
i1 cowntering these influenoes?

¥ell, tha dasirgule directiom is what wa talkad about earlier. Writers l1lke Tom
Disch, Morman Spiarad sod Michas) Moorcack golag thair awn way, and seypiag

“Okay, 1f thia 14 whet you want, 1if you want syaceships ihundering tbrougd

the vold - dybamit Yau go Ga that and cgll youraslf acience fiction, or Bol-Fic,
o aoy othar hloody thing you want, Wa're galag ta go off ead do our owvn thiox'.

What you are eueipg the very baginniogs of right now 1e ¢ aplinterimg. %a

tulked fOr maby, mapy gears, Por 46 yoere, about the werging of the maiowtrans
with science fiction apd what 1t would look 1ike. ADd we tbougbt it would look
like Sokn Herebey's The Child Buyexy or Neri) Ohute's (v The Beach, or Eurt Voomagui.
®all, it 1s0't goy to look 1ika tbat at ell. Woat it‘¢ golug to look like iy
car vary best writers haviog their brief fling with tbe etructured idesiifisble
himd of fictlon ceallad sclence ficticn, and thea driftiog ewey. You'wre goiag

to aev lan Wateon dolog thisge like The Emdodding, amd The Jonah ¥it ead mot
<comiag beck sad writiog for Analog. ¥ou've golog to ese Tow Disch dotug Pm

With Yowr Pew Rad apé Clara flesw and booke 1ike that, and driftiog ewsy. You'rs
go1og to see Gpiorad doing Paseing Through The Flame. ¥y books are luap acd lues
ideotifieble a» anytbing like sclence tiction. ! have ¢ ouch etrowger fantusy
#lumgnt then a Jot of writere, and »o It's eeay to categorise 1n thet way. . which
La uy probl But 1411 fight that oma »a tiwa gowe by  Whet yo aseing 18
weltars wbo hate grester aepl opa leaviog the flald, sayl Tm yra & flald
uato ourgelves. EKech of vs im a fiald, eech of us a geore. 4nch aof ua 18 &
catagory, [f you want to clipg together over there im frightunsd timidity,

&dd 00 the sama thilags that people bave bedp Coing miuce 1026 gwer and over again,
do 1t. Do L1, and God‘e epevd, and go well, co-ooe ohould evér drop & salae

On your heaé, That'e fime. BDBut leawa us alose. Oco‘t pillory us. Dova't
<condemn te, apd doa‘t tel) um ve cas't 4c what we want to d0.™ Asd aa, thods

#t0 are lmaving are conceotratiog om those tdinge which bevm slwayy bean ldentified
alth great fictlan. Htropg cbaracterisatico, ichersat pbilomopby. tome, literary,,
a0t iiterary, wrong sord, artlatie devices =ad just & dlfferent asbieauce to

the wark, 1t'a tbe kind of writing that peapla 1lks Lastar de) Rey and John
Jereay Plerce and that shola crowd, slll coatisve to call "New ¥Wave™ because

1bay like 1he term) They are Categorisyrs, they've Evic Eoffar's True Deliavera,
for Chriat's enye! Theydaal ix ldmg, they doo‘t daal in tha work. They don't
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look at the Individusl etary, they deal ip Jipget dud that's ting, you koow.
We may rall egeipst 1bem, We @ay get Up oD & Platfors mud eay: "You boaba!

Mow dare you do 1t?" No-coe sl erites - thLs i ID QuUOtus - "New Wave", whlch

18 really » Jostbezome physse, 00-00¢ ¥ho vrites 1a thet idiom bae ever said

10 Taaac Aelnov- "Hay c. Now cap you write 1hat?” | eesn, The Gods Themselves
13 a dreadful book - 1 don’t care who knova itl Ft'e 8 dveadfo) plece of work,
it'4 the worst thing lamac aver wrote. That Lt won all thoae rde ja a teptament
to the 1ove rhat peaple feecl for lawac, and for the way that they honour the

word that was dobe 20 yaurs Ago tARt wAS GEeAt work. No-one eveT sald to Lasac:
“Christ, don't write that! Yoy akould te wrltleg Phe Dubliners Mo oRa evar

does that to moybody who writes 1Bat wiy. Ma-ona aver says ©lacter del Rey

“Hey, write what we write!® Dama (i, we wabt éveryoae o do what they seat to

do! Tolsl freedom, that's ths maturs of the artistle experienca. Totel freedom!
And peapls wha met themadlvea up sy the gurus and the Delphic oreclas of the

field - the Sam Moskowltses, the Boger Elwoods, the Forrest Ackerssns, tbe

Torala Wollhelma, tbeas peaple, I Lhlok, 4o 40 wnofFmous diaservica to twcrate.
Becatse they alvays wanted It to soar, to f1y, to alng. Ané now they'ra

holding i1 down. This way be the most down, reslly knife~in-the-gut kind of

Ihing 1'@ gaing ro amy during rhis entice lotecview, But la «eems to ma that

ane of the enorsors tragedies of bistary and thia gears Is tdat tbe three

people fox wham soience fictioo hma most been their 1life._. aince they w
1esoagers Lhey bullt thelr éntire Lifs avound it, aothing 1o caeir 1ife i wot
of sclence fiorlon. The thres peaple: Leatar del Rey, Forreat J. Ackerman

and Donrald Wollhein ~ are the three peopla who ate 4olag the most to <rush

EL1) 204 asother thim field. Doomld Wollkeim, who publiabed the Iiret astbology
of #ci1enca £16r100, who bap heliped ancvmous bumbers of yousg writers, who bas
Always besn a big champign of the field, i¢ ths man who ia publisbing the worst
uclence ticticn in tha (ield et the momgnt. Hy publiakes some very good

books, but thay mre ¢0...e0 few of thum- He publishee »ll of thasa dreadiul
mé¢tlan-advanture, Tly pulp garbage that takes u comie book mudiance that

far und 0o farther, Porrest J, Ackgrmas, Nr Scimnce Piction, whose lowe for
the fiald is second to no-one's, who hap dedicstsd higy homs se a library,

= mustum of ecience fictiom, who woold sooper
to burt science fiction, s tbe man who bas creeied tbe phrese “sci-¢1™, whichk
1s the mont demanwming, dabacing peclogism of al). It's lik the dimioutire
of Women's Libaretion Is “few #ing tbat kiod of thing you can

dismias it., "Sei-{1'. We thinke thia le a great phrase. He tekes enorwous
pride im It, pleesure 1n kt. Thia 18 the man who 13 publiabing Perry Rhodas
1D America, wbo i» aditi Lt, wbo hes Brought the pulpiesi, moat wortalese

serles of sclance flction atortes.. siuff that would have bees rejectad im 1938, ..
and ia feading it 1o theae young @inds, who jusr Bight go on ené read wors
uplifting work. They might mot, but they might. FRe's bringing comic book
f1ct10p ané offering it, proflersng it as the anawar, totemislag 1t.

The thizd perava: Lestyr dal Aey, Leptar, io hip 1pttar yasrs Dow, has been
coocratisad L his view af thepast, that pays thy graatest of soience fictian
wan the farties, Thet Joha Caapbell wasm tbe beginming and the ead. That saybody
who writes thim Jayceew, pibilistic, antikero bullabit im = polluter af the
precious bodily tluide of the (1e1d! Lester del Ray, who feayed AD enOrmous
mumber of peaple...ha le married to ose of thmont imflusapiial aditors 3o the
tleld, d& bam u bold om the baok re columo of Analag, # thu qditor of &
11pe of classic sclemce Licttan baoks from a echolarly bousa that publjebes =
great seny booke, be's In charge af selectiag & meries of the anrly works of
great science Iictlon writars, for abot ..this 14 = Duge apider-esd

o6f joflusoca...m#d Ledter i5 a wen who is looking bsckaward imetead of

looking towward,

A0 1 106k At 1bass ihree men and say ta & “By God! Tima Das passed thea
by. Thawaves af the futura have Just washed o tham axd tatt them th, o0 the
bemch”. Ad T'm wure that what [’m ssying will infurlate tbes, ead they will oot
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percelve tba love aDd affection lhave for all thres of (hum I seno, Doo Wollbaeim
PuUbILEbed wy firmt faw Dooka. HMe bought wa whao bO-0pé olse would huy mo. Laestar
oal Rey anl and took wADVSCripte asd mald: “Mo, ool thie - thi 4od Farry
Acherusa bum booo wofallingly kiod mod generous ta me mny time 1 wosdad baly.

ARG I'm mure they will sco 1kila am the sddor hitiog thsm. énd it (so't, 1t 1an'tt
1t 18 coo of thalr atudowte saying: “You'vs remasd teaching. ¥ou'ua mom Wecoms
k¢ equivalant of mawthing im » weatern movie, the gheriZf wka cleans gut the
tows sod ride (t af t1be Hole Lo the Well Gang and then bimsel! bacomas »

moomtor, and ZOt ta be [attms rid of Mimasly”, Amit1‘p a tragic thiog to
Rave to aay t . but that'a tha way I ses tbhie [1e)0 tnday,

Yae. Agatnst that, vhat you say about paopla Itke yourself and Tom Dimch
moving out of the field, esoaping, is meally a tremendous.. .

Vacuse me. [ son’t mean ta fnoterrupt you, DM ome thlog occurs ta me that 1 shoula
540 as » P2. ['m oot saying that what 1'e doIng 1e the dirsctivo that tbe

fleld should bo galog. = oot sapisg ¢t 1'a the lour. the antl- Cﬁl ut

who will you, | do what | 40 €or seaal(, apd | ¥ much glnam,
1'm willing ta stand and ?al) on whet 1 do. Bot, 1 calak that, =e tn“hd by
what thosme thros gontlumsn ea, they 010 back & 1Ot Of sritare, They meke It
harder for them. [ juat wantod tp eay that

.. What I vae aytng, altfough, as wou boy, thare are thaee FILPOQPEEBIVE
influences in acience fiction [tald, vhat you pay gbout people smoving out and
doing their owm kind of fiatton withou? labala, 1a meally a tramendously
sxotiting thing. Do you any very thtaresting now writors coming up Lho
are Uriting the kind of fiction you'vs daan talking about?

Absclutaly. Yes, very axcitioy writers - » ocumber 0f thew hers 1o Eagland. [us
Watsne, wio® T X6ap refarripg to coomtantly. Chrielophar Priest, I 1blok, (s

a vary axtiting writer whose work 1a gottiog atoadily bettor. Mikm Rarrlean -
M Joko Harrimon. 1 lova bim work, Gnd, 1 love hia work.

Suparb !

B remlly imi | 1biok Wika g for the sams tbiog 1 do. So nanoy prople
totally bowildered by hia writing, 1 aesn, whes | read “The Iumu 1u Ghary
1 etartes ding Lhis ull asd
4 than all OF & audden  baog!
the reat of 1t?“ aad 1 had to go bach and read Lt again, and 1 eatd:
"¥owi™ I maam, 1 Oimly beges 10 perceivs what be was doiag, and 1 dad to r
il = coupla nf timag, or t 3 » eomeons wbo
roally maperseenting, Lo the Mar ementa of fictiop Ha
was rually Asalipg =ith It es Pelllnl deals with £11a aa f3Im. Pe wae taking
fl¢lioo as Tictlom and twistiog 1t, turpipg 1T. Hika Tarrison Just Le am
taleve to me,

I think he muni be omaf the Bast prose otyliota writtng tn the fnglish
language at the moment.

Abaplutely,

Fhi prang etyling of The Centquri Davice ts magnificent)

En°s really euger ARS ho'e very Liit)le huowo 1@ Amarice But be wlll ba batler
koomn, ha will be batter kaown. 1f he ¢ums avar Lherw for twa ®oDThe, he cawld
4T4F &t my bome We ¥ould get bim im touck with the right puklishora. we

w0uld aign up bookw in sdvaoce. Be would get » programme golng and tépy

would promote him af & baw talapt, Abd 11 wauld be jwel whbat be nesds, bacewes
N6's muperi Ro'a just aoparl

I'va archanged corvespandinae with him gnd Ttpe mat Aim o couple of times, ond
the otuff that ha’s got in him, the thinge that he has started writing ond them
hao laft. Thars wan g Atory mallad "Coming from Behind™ in Rew Morlds, and it
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was mgaificent! A greal ciart for a oerigd...and e said: *I've got an idea for
a avcond one™ - but Jw dosan'e feel like writtng (b, The ecuff that he's got
Aim ie just fantastio.

L thiok he's = gatuioe srtise with = wary big “A". And 1D Americe, wa have Tom
Disch, of courss, who La Just b thtaking. And Kate Wilbalm, They're mars
221abliaNed now. The Déwer writesd who are caming aloag: George RN, Mariin,
Liua Turtle, = kid sumed Arthyt Ayran Covar - [ publisbed one of bis books in
1he “Dlicovary" seriea, Auiumm Angels. which, 11 gou eévey gat = chanca to read
1t, you will fimd very rewarding, A sew kid namad Bruce S13r)1ing. Young

Esd, you baven't aeen anpthbing by him. 1°1) b dalog & naval of hid called. ..
=el), 1'm not guite sure what the ritle $a, but the woeklng title 18 Imooiution
Qcean. ARY 3t7a an awesoms pieca of wark. just awescme| Nibeteen yaars olod.

I wish I cauld write today t 7 ha wriles st Lhe age of olostesn. He's

Just brillient. James Tiptrae Jr, who had sbhown uf all w6 much 1D bow to do
\nioga. Michwel Bisbop im » big ramiMg tmlant, Gaarge &lec Effloger.

Now, these ere all writars who have baen workiog two or thres yeurs.
otk ters wvho ars fust eterting, their work Just etarting
Gotschalk, »hooe work is juast mow beginping to come out. [ bought bhig first

story lor The Iat Duozgeroua Vizfoms, and [ bowght Lt #0 maDy years ego that

ha's bad booka published slready! That's the problsm, tbe book has tekem so

lonk to gel owt thet pecple wham [ baught firdt bave already hecomd very

famousn. Ed Bryanr, Edward Brysot‘s work Ls incrossingly more Gemanding ané
LavigoTaking. A BAR named..now, you eee, % moil even sdeatified with

sclence £30tioa. . his fase im William Cotzwinkls. He'a got fiva or 433 books

Hia Jaresr im called Dr flat, And he d1d The Suimmer in the Searet Sea, he did
Elephant Bangs ¥r@n, he did,, . oh, thras or foor otber haoks. Ha's & prose atylist,
mninétrean fantysispt who, like Daneld Barthelwe asd Roah) Duhl, warkse In his own
idiom, Nabody calls kiw science fiction, but Cotzeinkle 1s workiog lo the

ares whare wa ave workiog. And [ hunger after the same kind of gendral acceptaoce
that Cotrzwipkle hes,

There are a fov OTROr DEOpla. AD 6DOTBOUD OWEREr Of WOBAD, $ORMD ¥
Mactotyre, Pamala Sargant. 1 thlok the women a
they have eDoUgh falaticoess and tbay bave emough ealf apsurasce mow . it's ome
of tbe things T bDlses about the feminist aovament! 1 just think It was one of
the ficest tbimga tbat ever happeped to the world, was tho Femimlat movement

Mot omly far the good tbings it's golag to do for mea, 3nd free ua af our basg-
upe aad permit us 10 ba @ore vbat we want to ba, but because it'e given a0

BANY ¥OoM4O the muUecle to go and O t tbey want ta do. ARG me'ra being soriched
by 1t. To look at Nate Wilhalm's books la proaf snough. That's sbo soae

of the writers are.

There seems Lo be another strand that’s affecting the sciéence fiction field at
the moment, and that's the question of academe, the wcademic acceptanece of
setence fiction. Some peopls #0e the burgeoming of sciemce fiction couraes ar
miversitice and Cotlegas as the “dead hand of academa® reaching out to

saignce fiction. How do you sez ££? Do you think it'e a destrabla influmae,
or o undesirabie cne?

Well, the whala thing of the academic luterest ia sclomce fictiod im ams that
bas 10 be taken ip bistorical cobtext agein. Por yoars arieece fictiom was
capaldered ouch a baalard act forw and it wea 40 losthasams; ané you kuow, with
§0Od resson. Thare was soms draadful stuff beiog writtsa, aad it wae cabaidered
truab, All of tha old gusrd humgered fay derious sttsatrics. Well, now we're
gottiog 1t. Amd it henm 1ta mivad blessipga clesrly. Ouv ide coe hamd, thoge
peopl . 1D the “publied or perisb™ sewse, Neva warked aut the lode af
PFitegerald, Virginia Wolfe, 3 1 Botkar...[ momn, thare's just wotbiog lert
\bere to Go...hsve found & whole rich new vaip, Ou tbe ane Maaé the atteation
1s olae, becauas 1t ankes us avatlabla &aollexe etudaats: asterisk, footaots -
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we were alrendy svallable to collage eiludents - thay'rd (hu 0D wbo tarmed

and got their téscherd ONLO us. It's ucatiog tbe professors,
"ho come to we very 1ate. DD the cae band 1t's good Decsuss bt gets us the

3r10us atteption that we looged for, Nt the Pean tima, the magativa

aspects ara thet 1)1 over-czaminEa out 14 aw otellectyalises aor work.

[t teods to credit us with actited aod purposss sbich, clearly,
are wot im the work. And that lesds to mn awful lot of writors takiog thema
wory saricusly. Asd wboo thay start takiog themsalves soricosly, i1 is Lbw
Oenth of inwoceooce, asd Lhe desth of imnocence ia the desib of gaod writloa,
to me. 1 thiok, aad | mey thism ageio with groat love, Ray Bradbury - who's &
vary g0a0 Iriand of wipe - I thlak Ney hme been serioudly Janagsd by tbe sredmsic
accaptancm of hig mor Tay reslly thioka of bimeelt as cne with tbe egee, and
4= 2 CONBAQUANCH tha mriting LNet Ne ¥riles 14 very salf-comecious, and tae
1ly tmportant. good stufl, for which be Justly bowoured to bagin with
hs huaa't writtep In twenty years The nlogxs ® writiog oow | Tioa ¥
» pullia, ertay-rrafty acd . 1 would givs enytbisg Yo bs abla to get
Ray Bradtury back o writing =hep ba d16 “Piliar of r1
“Emall Am 10*, “Zara Bour That =as the R1nd Of writlog.. .asd I mewo lo
¢totemporary terms. | moas aves 1o m0ore mature terws...thet asyame would mant
to writo rati than artay-pots paptirha, ang [ thiok 1t'p diractly tri hla
to the fact that...you koow, ha had a Chriptgphsr Isharsood blurb oo bis

books and Ws'a mow 1w tha Vistsge Portabla Librery Of Girmat Authors. 1 thimk
w4 wust ko very, very rarstul ta retalo our mensa af fuo. Wa'va got ta kmep
Jaugbing at aurmelv: 1 mean, | resliy goaf an 1t, [ mosn 1be whole thiog
of ¥eing famous and yoiog and dafog tolewiaion and...| mean, =t tamight's
publicutivo ty, right? Amd all tho gromt literary lights will be tbera,
ano the fondon Daily Matl ead The Yimes will bu thoro...sas, |'m gothe goOf o0
4t's golog tu De & amormoun goo! for we [ Nope you i1l see

biy

that tonlght.

m it was Damo Margat Pomtalos, the bm)
Alvaya taka ibe mrl véry sariously. Ne
And that'e what 1 da. Wy writiog [ take very aericoely, WOU Braelt - Bell, ool
I'm an asa-Bple, and 1°m pertactly readr 10 €op to baing an &
thisk aa Long as w8 In the Fiald ¢oolinue 3alog Lhal, wa're safe from the desd
haod ot acadama fmce wa bBagin fa belleve the "Appollonlan-Dyostissan Coafllet™
Io cur work, asd "The Crucifizjon and Weeurreckion Bymbalige™, we'ra 1a deap
1rouble.

rima, who vecomtly meid Ip ber
taks yourealf eariously”.

To o certain artemt, you‘re part of thia boam in sctence fiatiom in the collegea,
aran’t you?  You've doma a lot of writing doursds and thinga like that. In
fase, ‘ug got a mota hars that tn Jamwany you put in a1 appearamee at the

Mark Hellimger Theatre - I read that in loous. How much of your time does that
a0rk of thing take up, and how mueh of it te taking amoay from your writing? Ave
you wetll doing ae muoh twizing a8 you wort La?

Woll, the lectur.
1i8a awey fram my w
the ramd. 1 write a

taXa uwp quite a 1ot of CIms, buUi 1T doaan’t 1aka wary much

ting becsune [ 1aXe @F LYpewriter with ms and | write oa

In tact, 1°m #1ttiog up 10 the room tbave wriileg

& brand wew story now, typerTiter probenly along with me

toa t wod mat 1% Ep In & coroar apd do # Jlttla sritiag thers, st t publication
pariy, becasusa [*s working on @ etory and 1 6an’t want t0 let 1t get ay from

L CT | o t Isl anpiring iaters with Iba writing.

The locturing provides e esormcos smoust of monay. L got puld about $2,000

® Jucturs. And - that's for ooe aveming - 1 do @eyhe 30 lectursa & yaar. Ba,

T mike & copuidersble mmcuot of monay which gi an 1 eny, the traadom to
write what Twant. And it alec meana ! don't hava to sodomturs wyself tao wuch
to teleristna. 1 omly do ake or two talavislonm or sovie thisge ¢ yaer. 8a, T
apand, out of twalva mobtbe, porhapa & tatal of four mosths with tha 1scturing
#nd tho talevsialas mod Che @oviad, mo tbat | have aigbt moRthe frae to do Rotbing
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but the printed word. And Lt°» like sarving time io the House of the Dead to buy
your way Inlo heaven. The nice thing sboot 1t La that it'a «ll part of the sane
¥riring guae, becauss T pick up experisnce when 1'm op the road lecturing. I keep
In rouch with the pecple, 1 keap in touch =lth curremt feelinge a0d current ways
ot Lite and the way pecpla apeak, Thet's very importamt to me. 1 like my
flotion to ba wery in on the timsa. 50, 3t pays of¢, It’s el griat to the mill.

Can I ask you samcthing about yowr UK publ{shing plms? I'm wight in thinking
that #illington are cventually gotng to publieh all 21 of the Pyramid series -
ia that right?

They're going to be publishing wll 21 of ths Pyramida and tan otbers. There's
going to be a totel of 31 books. And Pas ham pigoed up for the firat aix that
MLllington have, mbd wo're going to be doling then out two snd three and

four m ysmr. We doubt very much that there'll de sore than four & year because
more that that would glut tba market; But witbin two or threa yeara, [ should
think that anyone sho wss intereated in oy work would ba shle ta get upwards
of eightsen or ninetaen titles.

By the way, ] wust say e faw voTde sbout Millimgiom bacause this 15 a new

houss. | hava had, up ti11] Millingeoo, unlformly horrendous publicatlon problacs
in this country., [Dangerous Fisions went through three publlabaes- Lesile
Frewin, Davld Bruce and Wateon, god Sphare. Leslie Frewin atole frob me, ripped
a¢ oft, didn°k pay we, =mold righte to the book he digw't awe, nawer did the
book. Re pulled it awsy. and 1 hed to hire a solicitor, which cast me

hundreda and bundreds 0f paumds. Never got anything for it. Devid Bruce and
¥ateon did the books ip a two volume 4dition that wae Dot according to contruct.
They didu‘t do the iltustrations, they dlda‘t 4o anytbing they said tbey wors
go1ng to do. Tha books were wimoat renainfared bafors they were publisbad.

| mean, you cen't find them. And they aold the paparbaok rights which they

hed no right to sell. Agalo, mib I hefd to sue, and agaln I eculd not coliect.
Finally, Sphere did them sa whar 1 considar ra he rhreeé really odnoxious tookimg
editione. Wall, they’'re awfull Thase terrible monarers on tha Irent. T mean,
that's not what the book'a about, 1t's just the oppoelts In fmct. I was furloua!
1 was absclutely livid! 1 wanted 1t doua ip one volwes ta Begio wlth, and

1 wanted It dome i mome twata, That wae one of tbe ressohe why oy stuff was
oevsr published Rera. 1 @tmply could pot get it all together dere. | bad to
coms over hers byaslf to do at, 1p copjupction with my wgeot Janet Frewr of tha
Hichaw) Bekeumll operetion, apd Disos Tyler, wbe have botb brea just euper

Amd, | did mot intend origlpally to go witb Nillingtos. The only reason 1 dad
anyihing to do with thea #11 waa that Toby Roxborough, who'a Ay sditor there
with Tos Tessaler, «ho was an old frisod from New York, and I went to lunch with
hio, sand the cext thing | kpyw, he =mid: "Way don't we buy wome of your books?*
and 1 just wever thought of 1t. We weren't even talklog bueinees, and the nert
thing 1 &rew they were doing them all. They made pe a lot of pronises. They
pade the cem» Lind of promises rbat all publlabara smake when Ehey vant to woo
you. Well, tha firat two hooks sre out pow, and by God thay bava Xept every
aingle promise they promiesd ms! They provised e tha books wauld nat Laok
liks pciecca tictign, tbey would Dot be edvertised as science fiction, rhey
would have » uniform covar dieplay, they would pranuts @8 ae & proparty, ased
they msde ¢ deal with Fan that ba» had tbe entirs dmerican publiabi industry
buzeipg. I mean, an énormous amoust of momey, dnd Jmust ssy that Milliegton

is @ haas that any pcience fictiom writer who givas a damn aboot kis vork
should comeider,

They aeem to be productng, certainly, dome very interesting books ar the momont,
and the fact that they’se tied tn your paperback righte with Pov 19 good becquse
Pan have abowt the beet distribution in thie cowntry of oy paparbeek house.

Cam we go on then to what your plane are for the States? You wara talking about
The Last Dany ue Viaiona. Con we go back over that agate for the bemaftt of
the tapeT Just say @ Tiltle bit about what The Last Dangerous Viaions s going
to be Itke wmd when you think {t vill be out.
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The Last Hangerous Vieiona La dohe, la ¢lo9ed...[°s (iisding up »ritlog Che
istroductioos ooe, It goos ioto Harper 4ad Row - Lt will RO1 be pubiiabed by
Doumledsy, [ pullsd 3t awsy from them Lwo yemrs mgd . tbree yesre ezo. It‘s
publLebed by Barpor and Apm. It will ba io » Lwo valumé, bomod mel, aad
23mataly 328. It has over 100 atarios, 100 full-page
1llystraticas by Tim Kirk mand » fold-out L)lustratico, whichk is =o 1llwsiration
to 1ba Cordvelper Bith atory - ¢ ome Cordealoor Amith atory. [t bam two fudl
cormry, wTep-aTousd covers by Tim Kirk [t wiil ba » toxed ast. dod, it ie
aver m @ill1on and a quartar words Thet 1e the equivalast of thirtees or
fourt full-laogih novels. [t's looger thap bzr and Poacs, and it's mbout
tBres timse an lomg ¢ Gome With the @ind, Costalue, amoog athar thimgs, two
complate movela- 0oe by Joba Cbrielcpher, = brand maw movel cmlled Tha Jowmey
S0uth, &bd a compluta wovs)l 8y Richard Wilaop called At the Sigm of tha Bagr‘a
Hood Wabulz. 1t'm got wirtuslly svery writer who was Noi 18 fangsrous Visfrns
ar Again fmpgerous Visioms. Toba ooly ropoat im EO Bryaci, tor a funDy resesn
wbich will bacoms apparapl wben you road the imtraduction. But Ko L» tbs omly
peraan mhy bas bass abls <o gat into teo difrarent Woal 1% goes 10 Septamver
lat, It'L) take them sbout aight mooths to gat LT ioto productico mad bave 1t
vandy, It'11 Ve on suIm ID Aserice i tba fApriag of 1977 1 thiwk =ftar ten,
alayep, twslve yeore of this project, this Book will be ths fiwal rom
of & project thet 1e now clearly 1D0icetive of =bers by flald ba
r I'» boping ¢ 1t'1) heve am prafound mn offaect
the Firet two wooks did. Am=d ] thisk it’p ano lofiwitely bottec
hook tham 4ither of Lbe first two.

And your oam pLoty for uriting at the moment. You seem to havs mainly written
in the ahort acory form, and that sasmn to ba where you're most euccessful.

1°ve Wad four Davels publiabed.
Thasa waews, .,
Oaw of tbim w
Soomaman?

0Ok wo, mo, ma, wo - Joomeman was = place of mbit)

woclaoce fictlom. ..

I realisad it wns very eariy. ..

Wall, tha1 was published aver »ithout my permimation. Mo, wy first pavsl...oa,
my ascond povel e erianca f1ci1on povel, It was called The Somand of the
Scythe amd 11 wee publlened undar the pame of Tha Man with Nine Lives,

and 1'm vpdatiag that Ia fect, t1hat's oo of tbe forthcomimg booka, » complote
revielon of tbat book BuL [°"va almo 6abse & , emdlaa Spidarkini
whith $a & rack movel. 1 010 Memoe from Purgatory,sbich ia a full langth auto-
blagraphy. And Wub of the Cily,which was wy firet dovsl, s juvenile deliDquabcy
uowel.

| bave four novels undar contvatt, mod | will ba writing them withip the nent
twa ysare. One aof thom 1 plas to be » mainutronm bost-ssllar, Whao 1 aay
bent-aalld [ maan on a L with Jquy, Tha Fxoretar, thmt luve) at saller.
Aod 1401 do 1t, ton. 1°ve got twg maw books of ahort atories:Shatterday
and...wall, actuslly, tbrea beoks  Ses, |°'va taken Ougr the ldge asd Prom
che Lond of Paar, whicb waca older boal and ['ve taken out of thew mmy storiem
that wars mlready In Pyramid booke, and 1°va added balf egain ga many atorles.
oow ful) book thera. There's sboot 30,000 mev words nf ficeion to
ba »d0ed, abowing op im tba aws aditioa af From the Land of Fear and Over the
Plua axothar extivaly mew hoak, called Shatterday, which ia a1 sew

. Oma of tbo things yau probably resd 1o Locus, about me eitting (m a
winday 3% » bookators and writing » story a day, ['m gofog to be doing that
hers i2 Loadon acing down on Priday, 1 belleve, uod we'ra going to
45 I1be people at "Worda and Music™. Tbey'rs goisg to be at the publication
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party topight, and we're going ta sme thys &t “Wards aad Mygic™ - which ls righbt
uscrany the ¢traet from Yoyles, to give Poples a nlack ¢ye. Basaues Poyles had
YOk we woulda't do auth a thisg! | eenc, &g goodnyes, » writer aittiog aod
! [t'e nevar Heem dome!” Wall, 1t has basa dome, ae It turps gut.
Simencn, ip 1923 1 believe, st i & glase cass ip the vindow of Gallimard im
Parle and wrote a paval Lo three days. ind, of cowrsme, the thiog I did 1o los
Angelee whare 1 wrote almost 300, J0D words af tictiop is aiz daya, we're golng
ta do 1t hare In loadan. ADd, wa're goiog to get the mewapapere down, and tbe
tatorisiva, .. 1'm deterninad {0 becomy us popular, and ta have my work =a
avepilgble, to raeders (o this cowntry, es it is Io Amaricas.

[a 1776 wa gave you Bepjaalo Frasklin. [0 1678 we give you Harles Xlllsom. A
bald akep backward.

A bold step forward, perhape. Wwell, that‘s probably o good mota to and on, tn
fact. I thara anything alee you ugnt to 3dd alowt any plane pou hove to
teil the rasders about?

1'm dosag & oew movie. 31111 ba relsased barelm Xurope as & feature.

6op"t know what they'ye galog ta cald 1t, but daiag 1t a» & festure for TV
1n the Htakes, 114d "Dark Dastroyar™; 4ol it's & fastaay In the etyle and mods
of ibe 1840 Vai Lewtan horvar filas. It's & sarvallows placa of Fastaey, it
thay lut it gat on the air the wey T wrory it. I'm ia aegatiatios for two

other teatuts films, for § Dew televisjon marims, I'va Juat cut ay first recovd,
whith ia out in the Atatas, of me readiug wy gwm worka. They 20ld samething
Jlka 70D coplea iR tha firet momth, wnd 1 raed “Ampitardsy” and "Rapent Nerlaguis!
Snid the Ticktockman'" ou tbe album, w=d i1t'n tbe firet of & auvabar of alhume

30, I's wovipg ipto that aree  Amd, wel), T'w Just...]l‘s joat wor an fant ae
1 -

Yas - as sver, I get the impression,

Well, yae. 1 maan, 1'm 42 y old mow, and 1 figere ['ve oply got e carimln
nusber af milas of visceral mater ebie to ms, and 1've got to ues it
while 1°va got It. And 1 hapa to ki ahuching and Jiviag 111 )'m eighty.

At #h1ch point I'11 worry aboutr glowing dove.
well, I aertainly hopé you do kaap going, and I'n mure tkat a lot of VECTOR's
readers will hope you do. Harlan ELlisom, thank yox very muoh for giving ug
your rime.

Thaak pou, Chris.



AGAIN DANGEROUS VISIONS edited by Harlan Ellisom;
(2 Volumes: Signet, New York; 1972; $1.95

each; 444/450 pages; ISBN 0-451-J5672/3)
(Millington Books, London, 1976; £6.00; 760 pp;
ISBN 0-86000-062-1)

Reviewed by David Wingrove

Reading Dangerous Visions it occurred to me
that you can teach old dogs new tricks. There
were all the old "well-establisheds" (with, of
cours a few noticeable exceptions) writing
damn good and totally contentious stuff.
Purchasing a paperback copy of Again,Dangerous
Vigions in Amsterdam 1 approached this second
mammoth volume (17,000 words longer than DV)
with a degree of scepticism mingled with

hope. Surely it couldn't measure up to DV?
Now, eral months of reading and re-reading
later, I can honestly say that there no
comparison. A,DV cannot be judged against

DV. A,DV is a showcase for the young dogs
(wolves), sharp-toothed and salivating.
Forty-two writers demonstrate their skills

in this colection and with three exceptions
they are all worth reading. It is immediately
apparent that Ellison has placed greater
emphasis upon literacy. There is a greater
diversity here, a far more deliberate
distancing from the restricting conventions
of the magazine field than was evident in DV.
A,DV seems a curious hybrid of several
primarily of DV, of Clarion and
the ever-growing writers' schools, but also
8f's present flirtation with academe.

But all of this is superfluous. There
are nineteen stories here which would shine
in a lesser anthology (with two rd winners
and a handful of nominees); nineteen good
reasons for having these 900 pages (exclusive
of Ellison's introduction) on your shelf.

The introduction I'11 skip. If you are an
Ellison-phile you'll treasure it, if not it's
quickly forgotten. You should know what you
have "in your hand" or "propped against your
belly".

And so to the stories...

"The Counterpoint of View", John Heidenry:
Clever but ultimately unimpressive and quickly
forgotten. It didn't prompt me to seek out
anything else by Heidenry, which is, after all,
one of the prime purposes of such an anthology.
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Thie Lo « comment upon the ambigelty of madero literatoure ip ¢ sisllar vela to
Perra’s story later on.

llow  Hyll-tried thame
4k of bate. Iaterearing characior im Ceptalp Ratch Chiag

“The Word for World 'orest" by Ursula Le Quim: 1t hag become rather
elichad to describe Ln Goia as sxcellent/brilliant/atupalog/breathtaking, ato
(revievar tick eppropriate hypertole). But once exasn this 1a unéeniably true.
Thia im » aimpla gtory of reciel xenophobis end tbe paranald scbisophrsala of
% oilidary colmait, linked to Ly Guwin's other “Lyegue of Worlda' etories. It
1a told froa the viewpolnty of thraa mso: Lyuboy, tbe epeclaliat coocezaed with

balance; tho » terran soldier; ead felver,
a " ~. The are tha lohanitynte of Hew Tamitl
(metking for this tale), smaller than the tarraos and fuery. but Devartheless
men - BON WEO have edapied ta the foresat. Tbe emotlana are atched la bleck mnd
white, the opini aired are r ged, bletaot., I won’t apoll emytbing by
giving the gutlice of the atory, but the meny thomee - progress mgsiust craditiom,
minat logica) ayatems, a ageicat mmanitariasism, loss
of inoacancs - are Lg Guin's sain precccupaticos. Oke takes timm to Aigress
and philosopbide and thip enrich ther thas washade the story. Bur La Cuin
1an°t juat akrong 1o hows: the etory i wall and the ivation,
28 aver, 6eep and carefully-condidarsd. Le Gnta's creachlas are much akin to
Toilen'e elves; thalr reverence for rha faresai, their stoging, tbe gentility
and nobility of iheir actlons. But thesas arén’'t tha entisaptic goody-goodise
of Tolkien; they osre men, darived from man, and bsoaues of that [ could experiace
4 Buch dedpaT oapathy with thedr plight, with thelr all-toa-NumaD IeEponpad.

“Ching ¥itch" by Woaa Bocklyope: loocoacluosive emd
of lave as &

Thia Ls ofte 6f the two novella-lemgth storisa im this anthology, the worths
witner of the 1972 Hugo iu that cetagory. Like Lupofi‘s latey conkributioa,
11# warning to mll of we 14 contaiped im = faw words: "1t juat bappel to be
the way thimgs were'. That megativa, closs—aloded attitude eust be Llbe target
of good af, and La Guls hirs the bull contlodpusly throughout the pinety pages
of this atory.

“For Valua Receivad" by endrer j. offut: the ilotroductlan to this wwa aearzly
ap good ae the story. which itself wes » mervalloud “spasner-ia-the-warka' tale.
Highly literate and reandable. ¥e heor all too Little Zroa this fellom.

thoms frae the Time Closet" by Gens Wolie: thrae politice)l talse. Wolilse
18 a0 elegapt that 11 makes me wonder vbat the ball be hes besn doimg balt bim
11te. Wiy only pow, Geos? These storiee are connected ouly by the auperh
craftomanchip of this Imag: Lvs writer, but esch 15 bighly mesorabia, highly
individual (empecially “Loco Parentis” - remipleceot of vintege Bradbury).

“"Tims Travel for Padestrians™ by Ray Nelson: In Malson's atory tba time
travel 1a ed' by masturbetlom apd/or vicleat death. Actiom-pecked and
with savaral viawpoints (Lf only ome characier) aod yet ¢ esnse of humour in
there ton, a perfact foil to the mora seriora side of the etory. 1 «njoyad
tbis one & grast deal, and 1t Lp worth reading thls twice to rasllas tbe depth
of Nelson's writing, his adility tochenge style apd perspuctive us be changes
scone.

“Chrjat, 0)d Studamt io & Maw Echool™ hy Bay Braddury: poetry or presching?
As asthey 1t faila. Nradbury (s gaod - oné of the besc. But this was dissppointing
meny tha la . A posme(?)} om thy mingularity of mankind, laughtear Deing the
key ro freadam. TWhy not ¢ shart atory? Oh wall, prasa om...

"Eipg of tha Will™ by Chad Oliver: well-written “crowded world“™ etory, but
ratker p 1a. Mot & pa ' vision avap 12 &= apocalyptte
one.

“The 10:00 Reyort ie Braugbt to you dy,..” by Edward Brynat: a frightaping
vielom of a futurs where televised violeace (fsctusl ltems) ia “produced rutber
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than accidentnl. & motor-cycle gang is hired to rape & mmal) Califaynias tdws
by » T¥ actwork yhose ratioge are falliop. Vary seaorable. A vivid waeatog. .,

“The Fyuneral® by Eare Wilkelm: = beawtifully writteo story. 7Tbe 0ld end wgly,
Janlous of the "etralght backa mnd wtrong lega and arme™ of the young try to
recoastryuct the world Ib their cwm image. It demcostretve the weakmpes and
frusiration af the yousg Lo the clutehwa of their malignunt elders. 1 weé surpriged
that this cte hedn'i woD An award.

“Hurry the Hara" by Jumeg 2. Bapepnth: ¢ previowsly wopublisbed eriter. [t
«xd their “resd”

It hua an impadists end lesting impact and makes we wunt to reed
®oTe by Nammagth. This ptary alec challeoges tbe iden of coprrightiog and
vebat doas balong ta tha peopla?®

“Wheuw it Changed" by Joanoa Ruses (Rebula Asard Wiapar, dhort ftory, 1973).
1§ you baven't reed thie slresady then 1t's atlll likely that you've beard of it
by reputatioo {which 1s quite Justiflad). Weethar yau agree or disagres with Us
Russe views, this “obsemeive’ pilecs of masculine/fsaloina roles ia writlag
of the tirst oréer. O on La tbe sustenance of avary good erlter, but theam,
parhups, ¢ otraigbt interpretation of thla atory will not do. 1Tt 1a Rot aerely
#bout mezval Toles bui Airasaen tha naed for & purpoasful 1ife. Aa the cantral
cter meye (o the paault ® 1ipa: “Take ay lifae hut don’i take away the
moieg of my Jife™. 4 challenging commeni certasnly, and a »tory that forces
YAy t0 Ta-svaluete JOUT cCORCApPtioD of the malo-female realatiooabip. A besutlful
#t0ry; everstbing a short atary abould be. The Rbear ia ths book.

“Tha A1g Spece Fuck™ by Eurt Voonegwt Jr: that title 1tself 1e = dasgercus
visiocal The etory: Earth ie & “sbit-bole”, polleted to tbe bilt, and the US4
abooting 400 lbs of fressy-dried sperm to the Androweds delaxy to perpstuete
the bumd mpecies. Amd thery ie e lav 1bat paremts cesm be sued br their
<hildeen for migteges made im their upbriugiog...Axd eo it gows., TIrre¢iaoal,
wabelievabhle but with iis own Portiem logic wod it mekes ite point battay (and
of touras quicker) than ¢ simty-fowr thousend word povsl by & layasr eriter.
Not fay the faint-keartad. but emotber saterpiece from the werpad mind of the
aap blmsslt.

“Bounty" by T.L. Sberred: a towchiug 1ntroduction. The etory wes good bul
the (dea af stampiog out criwe by violsat meeos 1e questicoable. Toe srite, My
amm thoughti wes: “that’s oot tbe way 1t would bappeni™

“8til) Life” by E_M. ('Uoansll: E.M. O'Doanall s Barry M. Malcberg, and
this ylece is well up ta hla usual mtandard. Ths wards flaw as Mmooth allk.
Nie delicam portrayal of the amotional and paychological wtraina upas ap
astromeut 10 aacelleni. Tha “ivlat™ at the ead la, In ratrospect, prediatable,
but pa less effectiva for that reason. Vary good iadesd.

“Btcoad Counsel” by B.H. Wollia: s day Ib the lifa of...story sbout s future
where lagal c are fougbt Wy two lavyara who are drugged and linked to opa
anatbay wastslly 3y temperiag each othar's subjecilvs versicp of the case tbay
wliingtely come 10 & Saniaion. & Dumosowd pisce, bicaly bandled by Bollle.

'Mooltorsd Drenms and Otrategic Crematicos” by Bererd Wolle: thie ehould
20t bava beas in A,DY. Mot becavss thaes two stor are a0t wall writteo
(though T think even tbat is questiomehla 1a parts) but Becsuse even before |
reachad r Wolte's strocious afterward [ knew thai hers was a man who dids's csre
= dumm for tbe geore. If cae single amthor BHag mgde my bIood boil in the last
five yoa 1t haa beea Balfe. “Tha Biwqoit Popltion™, tha firat of tbase two
plecen, abaut nppala. & aslodramgtic plece reddemed by = moring deacriptien
of & dog'a agany, “Tha Girl Hiih Rapid-Eye-Kovemapte™ which 14 abour relepaiby
(or BEP as Mr Wolfw Cella 1¢) never makes it for mevers] rvesodd. Nia dlatribe
oD Tock muwic iy tmetirlaas ang poorly directssd, bie use of techuical terma i
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wery arteo laaccurste, hls "aciantist™ 1a oply tona willipg to tell thu firat
atranger sho comas alovg (all of whose Bookd ba (ust hsppaps ta Mave cesd!) all
that 1s going ao. The origloa) vonceprion ta good, but the hemdllag of it 1
terribta.

Thess foulte woold wot, i thamselved, bu » reasoa for rejectlug ihess two
otories (although the 33 Dages 1bay occwpy could Nave beea wsad fer mors
profitably), But Beroard Wolfe‘s eftervord wust be resd to ba balievad. 1t 1s
arrogabi, and (moat of all vbem you gars about scasthing)
ibaccdrate and plainly pupertict e sctunlly clsime thet he g beyond
tha sf srirare in thalr contamplation 0f the fuman waspect of iife, Ihs #f writere
(ba actually ways this verbatim) “beiwg ec busy writing their highly loaginative
TV acripra for “Loat lo Spuce” wod “Star Trek"™,

He hes the sfrrontery to admit that bu hae raed uo af aince 1948 ead thea
digmjgens 1¢ B geore of Tacieotitic hengere-ca®. Ellison has wuchk to
angwer for iz allowing Bermero Woltfe 1ato thle bology, aad on
£1l)igon‘e fawning istroduction [ was sickansd. Wy resctiocm
leseomad by the litersry atandaré of the two pisces - tuey
esceptional. Len Temps HoOuTDas can heep Talfe, of certa

1y dcesp't mead bim.

“Fith u Fiugar inx my Eye” by David Gerrold: s surrealist romp. such batcer
than ibe maus) Gargld etewdard. dealiog with a philosopbical sepect, the Daturs
af realicty. Ageio there is motbing dungeroue ip this vipian, it has hoan dome
fettar elasubers.

~In the Baro™ by Pilers Antboay: the last ators 1o Yolume 1. A& kizbly
pollebed tale, nicely remtralnad, which delivara ite messege perfactly {ewvso it
1t d180°¢t put ®0 oIf maat us waa, I ballava, Antbony's iatsotlos). [t ia
€000 eoaay OD Lbe amture of Intelligence mnd tha suhjeatiwvity of worelity. |
eould 11ke to desa mOFe srories usisg thla Ffvamework {(an altercate umiverse telw
wbera Prise Earth has a aae-way antry to cauctlass altersatives) beceuss
ADtbang could use ibese “trapploga™ ta greater affect. Otkerwies, feultless.

"Bowodlana Tveaiug™ by Ms Lea Boffwan: wery whort but good. Thars smew
similgritine dare ¢o PRt) Dick‘'s excellent “The Pre-parscas. Rat bg to Dlek’'s
atutdird by cavarthalass wal) worth reuding.

‘ by Gahap Wilsoa: abother efory that would bave Sewm better left owt of
tbis aotbology. 1 cap see mo future for Wileco‘s “viewords" $f thay are sl)
of thie standard Oexton Flake come back, sll 1s torgiven.

“The Teat: B A by Jaan Baraott: excalleat. A raal
brastb—caichar. Thid is ma pntla and restraicad. Ooe af tha heet T bave
ragd; adositiye aod . TAYe It talls 1o a rary briaf story

(a2d withaut 'rdlclll'] aue m 4 ralationabip with am imtelligeat teleg af
Mus's 0w crmation.

"And the Nea Like Hirrora™ 2y dreg Benfors: &« “aurvival™ tale with maversl
interestiag 1deas. Tbe herc is a comp man, a sel 4 realist.
dida’t really 1ika this avas thaogh At was wall-writcan and tde deteils accurate.
Toa cold, Too iacaaclugles,

“Bed Sbeats are Whita" by Evalyo Lief: this ia ope of thoas delightiul
utaries that »f occasiooally abalters under it a i A1) calowra are hanwed
Wy Gacrse ooly wbite la allowed. Jn all logical groumds this 1s & #illy
atary, DUt tha vary ldea ¢dady wes light o our Magal marality aad the
occaslanal atupidity of iwpoesd conditlons. (Agaln, I wust compare this to
Bradhury, vho cam éo this 20 well.)

11 By James Hallia| Ballls i & writer 1D every asbad at that mord,

Ne presanta us Witk two swnaing varrativea, "at tha fittiwg ahop™ and ™Bird
ABarican drasa®. The former i & tale af pubercy tutsre-style, where the
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sdolwscent gowe off to the stgre {a crops betwgen flarzods apd the vodergrouad
ayntum ¢t Bank) to buy u pantis. Tha latter je s da ¢ mock-borrific
®dod-up of child guidence tomes. Pece wnd present. Both perlect. Woat
woze can | say?)

“Eloulne aod the Doctors of tba Flenet Pargesos” by Joaepbine Santan: apart
trom the busorows “'ralsco d'etre”, this story wea highly lamesoredle. The
prataxt was 1ncODETUOUS to the thems, that of perfect/iepsrfect bumanity ané tbslr
iotar stiomebiy.

“Chuch Berry, Won't you Ploass Coms Gomel™ by Een McCullough: 1 d1dn’t 11k
th A tick is fod on blood and then becomas tho si1se of » | r'e water-melon,
-mi then the fum begips...or mearly. Toa p 1

ned with excl i such ae “Uak)" d1d ]l!l]. to help. Pu1) of
Americani . Byt therw ars some good things In this short pisce, perticulerly
#hen [he widry teutare towards tbe husorows. Bomeiding sbout tbe overell
presentation raakled, Rowsver, and prevented wy eojoyment of this gua.

“Eplpbany for Allens” by Davld Kerr: wall The
aspact of the discovery of a coloay of Meanderthala im micely delasced agaloat
ths paychological Losizbta Rerr gives 1nta iba tbree maJor cbarectars. & good
arory it rather ¢ atapdardised forsula: ritual satiog, reizibuilop and 1da
ultimpte acientific soalysis of the corpses. The mesange ka that Nadp ia over-
curious and iskibited. A “formula™ atary ~ which Eerr adeits lo the afterword -
but of the better kimd.

“Eye of tha Baboldar™ by Burt K. Filar: esother "Rollerball” samabady will
say. Fot at all, I retort. Earrimao's story wss nathing ap rich aa this.
Pllar'a 18 & muoh pore cradihla wimiva, undilotad, powsiully wrilesn mnd with a
=pine-tingling climax. It tells of the uormsl man, costebt on hle “sasipllla”,
“syuched-3a" La tha Aiverse purduits of 1ba Champiom, snd af 1ba horadom of
the Champhon who has avergthiag ha wadis but cak mavar hasp anytbiag. 1 would
Bavs 11had to aee thla davelopad to Davel leagrh, «vem wi the expanas of 1he
dyaply-moving floale. (After all, why Dot tvo veraioms?)

“In He Glowar” by Leoourd Toakowt: a =an witb capcer bag huselt frotem
far tutore avakesiog whas tha diss ean he cured, s dand or s0t? Tushnet
£0eF 1uta the legu) conaidersticos withaot wipeing an sogla or = detmil, Quite
MmuBiDg WUt RoW outdated: this im already hagpansag én the DMA and Canads.

“Zero Gea" by BSeo Bova: a tuchoically “bard” at ul.o. Apars tros 1ts sexval
slomeot 1t La hgrdly » vinion, evep 11 1t im well dratted.
The measage, or theme, wee vagus,

“A Hoyse im the ¥alls of the Global Villaga™ by Dean R. Xoombz: a vivid
descriptiom of the 1mperfect beipg ID « perfeat world. Tbe mtory 1a a wetaphor
ic itemif - a mcreas to bresk 1bs »ilence. Woat mamorabls apd e have yet to see
tbw banmt of Eoopts.

"Go1ting Alomg™ by James Blisb: according Yo gour viewpoint tbim 1e either the
lowpoint or oos of the highpoiwts of 1bs amthology. A hllarious rowp through
the nether-worlds iw episubr fore. Ths late James Blleb, ebly aselated by
hle wife Judith Ann Lawrence, displsys hia copalderable akill as » writer.

The Shellay, Wellw wpd Lovecreft parodies ara superb. Marvellousiy eubdued
serval buacur (thst Pielding wowld bave beep proud of) and a kooch-owt pumch-
1lne ending, [Ezcelleat, Jameo - va misa you.

“Toteptuch™ by A, Parra {y Pip ): «» epi hat
the author aud the veader. | vauslly enjoy thba directly sbetruse (12 you'll
fargive tba paredox) fictiop typified by Robbe-Uriliet and Borges, bot i thie
short atory thy refarences ere toc ¢ , toa gpersond] parhaps to bave the
intended aflyct,
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He Intenda ra “promive e sstisfectico thet 1s witheld™, but tha proalse Is pak
poverful eaough uwd so our frustretion 1e daspened. 1 Zollowed thias ¢ fully

#% 1he Nazl strocities mre u sobject | d0 care sdout intansaly. Parra seead to
infar that people thana itive coly a» paeunta 1 titillation.

He & B ta preler apathy ta istensity, but 1t (» an interastiang approach aven it
this 140t of {n tba broagest definitios of thy geore. It dosa, bowever, weke you
think,

“Thinga last™ ky Thomae M. Disch:¥on-Stop meeta Camp Loncentration weets
The Immortais. Waso daeth iu ooly & mywbol, what ia 1t a symbol for? Diech
angvers tbis 1o tha pasultimsty entry. [ would lika to bava seea the complete
The Pressure of Time, of wbich this wie 10 be tba openiag sequence,
but whick Olech has discarded mcd haa nat, to dete, returped to.

“Elth thy Bemtfim Boomer Hoya™ By Richard Lupaff: tha secand savella-lengeh
story in thisx back, Lupotf Intended tbat the language tell tha atory, shicd
1t does (and you'll kave to read 1t to undermcand exactly shat I mean by thet).
[ wss engrosaed, A grippiog etory; spece opara with a deaper meaning. Witbavi
preschin Lupoff meneges to deplat raciam in Lra campant glory, (o ita patbatic
decline and tisally ip 1ts reourrecilan. Tbare are all sorts af basutlfub
apd sesorable thisgs; the power-tfu)l (ae well being powsriul} criptiop
of vadu; the hartla ssquance. the patohwork rescussitants; cthe B°techal
(eterfish ceeaturss derivad from men). Wa sre plunged 1010 & galexy wdare
every aloority group bes ite own plabat wiih Lta owm prob apd soluticon,
Clvilieatioa provas as usteoable e the lack of 31, and lo end Lupoft
BinEs that thare ip wo clearcut solution to the problem of prajudice, It
anlats - ab you do yowr beat.

The lsngoege of the whitas of “New Alubamn' o 4 mantiom, 1y
ramilolecent ot Burrcugbs {Willias), & “aurn" statsd brogba, hasvy and drawliog.
"¥ Bi Moores? Heedlines allasams aylagama allafiss sllatisa. Wia wio wlo.

Ba: Wy so fixem sidevelcracks, atreet-lighta, build ecme housas, k111 acme
lowaas, and some ¢chools? Afterwars uveors.”™

Le Quin and ¥Wilbelm Lop thia, but 1it'a cloes.

“Laels Wutabls” by #. Joko Earrimon: a stary that 1e oine yeare <ld at the
tima of eriting this Peview., Pity im with the KWQ forwule...dedicated ta Jorry
Cornellus. MWarsisgos auma it op batter thew ] could 1o bie eftervord {a mice
plece of oalf-criticilam). in allagorice) trestwant of & philosvphicel cobcept.

“Last Train to Kenkakos' by Robip fcett (Wilson): a Mip vep Winkle tale
of u P 1 criutnal ip the future - sbera tbara is 0o autlet
for bis ooly telamt, He kills 1f omly to flnd he bas od the traia™
and la atarnslly demped. The vature of bis damnetica 16 a stunaer.. & humaroos
tauch but anly mverage by fcott-¥ileocp'e pormal atandarda.

“Espite of iha Sun™ by dodrew Weioar: Eerth 1s et wer with tbe Wartians - or
1 thik cne map’s dalusian? A nice story which geips 1o contidence it procesds

“'Oayuandiae™ by Terry Care: this aloms In paca Ridway hut ploks wl)
end vode poignadtly. Nesurrecrion $a agalp the thems, Carr aketchlog in dateile
of his future eociety piaca hy piece as the tala progradsss. The lnages were
amEcingly wivid, the pathos of the avakensd giant siculy partrayed.

“Thn Nilk of Paradi by James Tiptrea Jr: 1 have yat to be dieappointad
by Tiptres. Tbim €ory i» Do dlssppoiptmsnt. Pe 12 apa of tbe rars fesw writers
who ¢An uré words ae purs srgumseat without resortiag ta verbal dludgscaing.
“Beswtiful” te the single-word commeat that comed ta mind. Tbis 1e s story
cokcarning the sobjective nature of beavty. You hava the lwprasmios with
Tiptres thot Ge chose ascd indlvidual sord with care - as with the aftervord.
It tows.
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And those veps the storl

A,D¥, ilhe D¥ contaloe a gaod desl of inlorwation om end commect by Elliecn
#0d Bis hoet of writers. Liks the fictios, sows of 1t 1e good. moma bad, typitied
At 004 Sxtrams by andrew |. affut {the lawer—cade lattariag 1a bhis, sot minel)
end at the athar by Bormard Bolfe. 1 enjoy tbis aort of commentary, eod a»

giud 1bat of 4a n genrs thst can gecerate oot aply stories ot this axcoptioosl
stacdard but alec thesa few i bts intothy and mapirariona of
thalr creators.

T sust tocluda » ward 60 the art, In geosral it wae below Esshuiller‘e ueusl
etanderd. Foassibly the procasa of raduoing original aketobes Iato amal) black and
white pripts detracied troe tbe Intended effect. Zach etory 1llestyated (sona
#ulie camcisely) imdividually, uaiag wbat Emehetllor deecribmm ma = “two-dtmsaslosal
cineaacic tachnjque. The ideap ave goarally very goo#, bowswer, and dederve &
®econd 100k oca the atories bave bean digestad,

I have goly left to register wy overall impreesiom of thia unthology |
wes 1spresacd. My acdpticism upan Elljpon‘s sbiljcy ta pull two rFabblte
from thy one hst rapidly setamorphossd inta a bealthy adsiratsion. Thers ers mo
maMy good thinge im thie tbat T can oply recommend Lt whole-boartedly {and
dedpire Beroard Wolie end Gahen Wilsen, vhooe etaTies, ¥ven ¢o. wars not
“ithout doma maviog grecas). 1 think this wae wuch zlomar to E11ison’s orl.lnl
copception of DY: mors divarse; moch mare exp § fa¥ lesas pred
The genve hes changed and the stariad DYV and A DV have producad havs been -
am moc anythiog - & pejor Pector im that change. Nopsfolly thim cdlectian
#1311 be availeble 1o Englend sbortly, and e third volume, 7h4 Laor Omngerous Visions
18 due for pmblicatian may tims mom. .

Three rabbite?

(1David Vingrove wrote CArs renew od eubmitted £t before ve bwew of or raseived
copian of tha Nillington edition of A, 0. - £d))

THE HALF-ANGELE by Audrew Lovsaay (Sphern; Loadon; 1875, 35¢: 158 pp; (90N O-
1231-5834-3)
feviewed by Brian Gritfin

Tois 1 good, but flassd, fenlasy. TPhile Ardrew Loveasy le letting hiv atary
4pusk for itaslf - which he does for tbs most pert - thea the book La campalling
and wall worth readiog. A very Jusglap witcb-hing a0 s fer-dimtaat world livas
o0 In apivit, sfter desth, im orter to eredicate the bramk im tha coamic order
that followed upon him coogoriiog with the wrasg sort of witch-wife,
subsequent arelval af twn witch-dsughters is whom Evlil tbreeteos to
oyarcome Good. Fl» world losss all detus of coamto avaoluted, belog given over
ta warring ceaps of mag apdtbair bal

Ma-6a8 can bemceforth cell hia mind kis own: feir 1s foul and tonl 1a nll.
Baibing 1é certain. But tbe deed witch-| » broken tha harrisr betvess tbe
worlds ie ordsy to raima np § hero who will jodge the ewrwiviag vicch-dsugbter
{9ho bas am¢aped from bar fatbar's powar), prooaohca bar Good or Bvil according
to abeoluta criteria, mod parform justice mceordlagly. This Rero im the sew
owper of an antiquarian Boakabap (48 our world); and the link betweus tbe

wor)de 14 ap apcleat book with & hypmoilce gr for & 1) ond
1llustreticon that are 3460 o mOYe Afier progra ty-anorter lepres Of tiwa—,

TC this graks you, thea Mr favesny i your man. Whila be heeps to thie
#tory, blas book la p ng, and g special, ]
quelifyiog remarks - read 1

Stil1, 4t 1 flased, and the flaw only rFeallp cames ta tbe surfsce iuw the
leet two paragraphs. Thees comatitute an uasTpocied tviet, cartwinly, Wmr
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uosxpected In the wroog méome: ] can’t accopt Andraw Loy endiog, my whole
boing rojects 3t, bacaues i1 mmkee poomoome pi averytbisg that has gomo batore
erience accounts for thle: The Half-Angele him Zirsl publiaked
work of fLcki0o, aod perheps tbe COda 1 mlwply » “tuist sodiw that doesn’k

If a0, #t'» &n 1ucredible blundar. 1°ve tried to parsunde myself

lag b poimk, that the AWENOr (s here plusplog for en Witimats

¢ 1= Good 1w goe warld Y be Bri) io msolher., Bul mno:
that dossn’t maka sanae gither oy must face the fact thal, gives Mr Lovamey's
a0l It atasda, the wor t the opposite poles of bis CoPmOs
jously caomectiad, but t 4 un uitinaia r34800 why they emould be
Tho autbor himmelf saoma ta rajact the coaslc abaolyd

Tos reault of 1bis 18 & 216d of commic wchisopbreaia: our beoro from ihe
4aliguarian BoONShOp, ORCA Be'e tranelsted (0lO asotber world, becomes 1ite
anotber persca, =ith NG Bemocy of blo previous wsistsore to spesk of, and mo
poesibllity of returalog. L this and wanders Off
Witk & cowple ©F obligiag airle he bes plched up 1D bie owv 1Lfe. Very pice,
t00: but fastasy wwet obey psycbologivel reality, asd =¢ know tbat ¢
coule m r happan, mbat elas might be poesible. A man caa“t exl
vithout m paat to refer back to: & facCt which 18 edwitted by the baro'a
Praviovs bewjiderweol, bis annicud daaire to returp (O ebersver e cams from.

{1‘m at1)) Uryiog to make menaec at Mr Lavesoy'as lu\ iwo puragrap

a0 (ocompetent tlu«nr ™t I
axd mako & sorious tale dut of 1t -
why plck om » ¢risinully (ocompelont wilcb-hiag 1D the CirsL place? Mo, so,
Lt won't da.)

The basic alemests nf this sart of fantmey moal cosomci logicslly, and witd
tha wtmost clarity. The imitial )iok-up betwasw tbe warlds im =ll-fepariast:
1t muat be caoviocisg, be it C.A. Lewid's wardrobe inta Nertls, or the desr old
Terdin. To Aodraw Lorveeny the magical Boak, with Iia soviog $ylvetraticom
mod grid deeign (B#ariDg Lhu besic Patio20s of Langusga, Or acaarning lika
tomt) im coosiacing Bul tbe Scok mlabe 18 00T SROUEE tO 1ranBROFL ke A
wnd there’s & 4ood doa) Of SUDMAQUEBL BUBLO JuRbA with m
and inTInitelg-retleciing eiryore.

"“Than, aa ko lookmd, ome of the iwages of himmelf fur wway bohind the
nthara movad, mod me It did wo ke Jorked mmd fall thraugh Lha alrror, as thet
whichk san knove ae Edward Marvis disimtogratod intathousesds of tloy pleces
of light. .~ (pp 43-0)

Thim 1% w11 & bBIt 100 104enloUe - Lhers's & senaa of atraim, aa if Andraw
Lovomoy iw 6ol yat (0 total pos Jon ot the Wn of comnacting twp continus
1 thimh thie art of conmecring the worlds La e1l of & place with the scnsa of
commic mbmolutae - Which 3@ wbere. a9 1 eay, Nr laveeay floally dimsppointa
(Aud ba diaeppolnca 1 the sore becauves, rigbt up [0 tha wary and, ha abovae
every mign at landlog va up Lo Soweldlon warvellovaly Fight.) Parkags the
grent wadel hars 18 Georgs N hantaetas, (o which the hero’s bedroom
mavrges Imporceptibly into a which Ln ture lesds ultimaxely
back to tho bera‘s bome in spacé-Uime. The whole of Craation (s a saamlgas

Hownver, tbade flawse dOR"t pravant the m body of The Kalf-Angels fram belbg
sorbIDg and uapredictad while nbeying an imomr logic. 1f Andrew

y wlll oply read bla ova tale o t, he will men tbis logic. add mbce he
bue wamtared tba art of kesplag to thim logic, be abould produce eowsthing

vary g0od Indaed. ‘e ralf-Angale 1a only good - which le, mdmiitedly,

rars asough.
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adould be warned thet The Salf-dngela
they ettswpted to travel aven furibar
avay to rl.nh itha 1lny planata bayood the sters ===" (?)) (p 100) Aatwaily,

thla oendu’t apoll pour eajoymant af the story: just igmore 1t.)

IU_! thn wap, thowe with wesk ba

London; 1474; 191 pp, BM0p: 146Mm 0-552-10073-)

Baviwwacd by Brias Griftic

The title of thia anthology ia pat lu etrict eccordance wilth tbe Trade Description
Act. 0Of tbe tvelva siorias, thras - four, if you ioclude ~Daleles”, a good
quickia from Fredric Brown - churacterise piant Jife as being, 1f mot mctuaily
benign, theo prutral, or wors slaned against then sioming. And the sub-title

apd the akort introduction to tba book mngt be the moat comtrived for mome

tlue, caphiog 1o e they do oo ths yecnt craxe for reel-1ifs “telkisg broccoli®.
The fact im, that a subject aotbalogy tike this hse wuch lees gepulae woity

that & aogé-collaction or auibor-pallaction. Por jpetence, tbere's no common
factor coonecting David B, Ealler's '"The lvy War“ {un old Avasing etory,

siatage 1930, which reeds qualacly eoaugh thees dgys byt im ptil) good fwa)

with Natharia) Hawtborpe‘s “Esppaccini’'s Daughtae’ ( m ghadowy pymbalic fastasy
wbich rasds ratber mtodgily at first, bur liagers loag in tbe wind), save

the eppsarance of lethsl plemt-life, estural o the firat cass, burturad In

tbe sescond. Ia other words, thls anchology abould safialtaly DAt ba raad

quitkly. The chaoges of mood and iataotlon are too violent for that;

¥hila vm the otbar band u quick reeding wauld resvlit in a grawiag sasse af

Yail repatition - aftar all, thars gre )limita to the weys ip which fictiomal
vegatablea cap wreah terror ar wark magic. The woods of these mtori
vary grastly, but the plota #o mot. XAtil), taken im woderation, thim le ®
£90d, eajoyable collecticn.

Iy o favourites wea Margarat St Clatr's '"The Gards

7 = Iuasy, mbuddery,

ble, tatslly wod utterly convibclag; I must ve-read ~Prott~
mnn — mnd Clifiord Bimak's "Graen Thumb" {s heuntlog assver tc those who
I1 1n¢iet that sathematicd 1a the oaly iveble cosmle

ese are wall worth look. g, if you dow't kmow thes already. Tbc Toal
1s a good, xaqtful Friis Lieber tauntasy, “Dr Adsms' Gardep of Bvil™, whichk Iu
alfinitisam with *The lovasion of the Body Seatchere™ (elveys a good tbiog to
have affinities with). It's interasting to compere Lisbar's atory with John
Cailler's "Breen Tooughta", whitoh traate of a similar thame. The Collter
9tory 1a yathar galf-coomciously “wall-writte and ia fescimeting smovgh,
to b6 sure; hot the Lisber, whlle balog wary clowsily erit teo, hae mucs more
sast, apd axhibits just tha right smount of unboly slec whem tha dwvitable
trassformation of Man Into Plant tukea pluce. Collier fa cpld vith it, axd tate
ia aoeebow digepresable ir the wrasg ewnse.

Of tha otbara, Wulle® "Tou Flowaring of the Atrangs Mnd"aun oo
introductilas. 'lnl.elnr. it 1» Datwdam "
=bich 1s bardly af at al)l, apd apiece of marvsilovuly-uomobtle to r from
Clarh Ashzan Buith, "The Beed from the Baphlehre”, ("‘The pit( tha pitd
ould Falmar — 'tby infarnel thiug that was in Tha pit, 4u the danp sepulihral =-'|
Uasly Wade Wallmax's "Come foto Wy Fulm!" in good molid fare, suspepenfsl end
Bot toa i Gary K2 ‘e “The Tree‘s Wite” supplies
uome pice whisgical vellef. Nester Ilnllud' "Dor“r Cordaiemtins™ featurws
& vegetadla man-eater from tbw Falasazoic Apé ~- & pice tvint to am othervise
predictsble atory (viotage 1939).

Fios) word: worth Buylng for the Bimak apd the 91 Clalr. And ~Rappaccimi’s
Daughtar' suggesta that Mathanlal Bawthorue may actuaily be worth reading.



H YECTCH 75

THE MASE OF CTOULMU by Auguat Derleth (Pamtber; 107¢; B¢t Alhama; 178 pp; 40p;
ISBN 0-540-04139-7)
Raviewsd by Brign Griftim

Thtla (#, Cor the ot part, Eoliday Borror Readimg, tha lLitarary equivaleat

of an average Yinceat Price movie. (1 eutomstically omat hie the nurrator
apd most of tbe characters.) Ip three vorde: good uabasliiby fun. Derletd

hae ¢ total fecility which 1a by o Beans ta be deapiaed: be aise et the brosdeat
poerible Gothic sffacts, apd for 1he modt part be aucoesdsa. (¥he coly dud 1o
thip collaction of »ix stories 1¢ the mborteet, ~“Sosetding im ¥ood'', the rcoda

of which muat adrely tust the credulity of avss the feitbfol.) AlL 1be acorias
aAra Raseably-11ina joba: Dow #lae cak OBt axplala sadtaotas Jika "' (The bouse) sore
mt alr ot fareboding foraldablanass™? (ADd there's & good dsal more shere

that came from.) Like Vincant Prics, Darlatih laves to go campletaly ov
top; 11ke Price, ba positively savilea anr lamght. pacislly when b
basbiog the 13fe out of adjactivas like “hellisk™ 'dasrable™, “'sloister-,
“omipous”™ and fof cour “aldritoh™. And, as 1o 1ba case of a Yioceat Price
20v1e, there comed a poiat at vbich talent becowes married 1o gesvime vipien -
P , or. as 1p this ce lovecraft e - acd producee e gemvime torill,

For thrilla, the firac actory, 'The Betwrn of Aaatur”, $a the bast; partiy.
no doubt, because Lovecralt bsd a hand 1o 1¢t, snd pertly boceuse tds other five
utories are ¢l verietions on ihe same theme. Predictability 1e their assanc
1t you'rve borad by the proapect of wetching the imexorable, mge—ald Teap cloalng
round an obvlonaly-doomed cuntral figors, mluways through the asdiatlos of
#ldritoh Lexta or parapharnalia - thaw doa't yesd on!

Of cadrue, if the storisa wers predictgbla and nothing slas, they wanld be

the Mythos! Yor some 1ime mow I've been llogeriog op
1 bavan’t actually read aad echi-Lovecvaft, omly
ibe work of bie mimloms. Wt Derleth hae Orawn ma im desper, apd 1'm begimoing
10 sev whet ¢ll tbs fues bas Deen about. o the 1pdividual level, timiythos
drame on sutbentic wewories of old childbood nigbtmar: whils om tbe raciel
level - and [ think thet, even whem strsimed through Derleth, ths Nythos does
ranch this leve) at timas - it Cuptures our comvictiom that scmebow, samacims,
spmdwhirs, Outér and lowsr Space bycoma the mems thing, mod Meture is apirit-
malload. Only the splrituslity ham 1urned avil — thal comes through wt times,
und (4 DOL eaay 10 langh off. ARd 40 ¥4 sotey LBAT Wami-res) eres of beisg
10 wbich “primitive” maglciass 1llke C 6da'a “Ton Juaa” exist- aome pri
uBity fo Mam and Usiverse at & Higher Level. Eut thle prisal ualty dae baen
tlosed to us, bacsuse aameibing vary vasty indeed bas bappensd to that
Higber Lavel; 4o that, by the tims oI Ht Auguetine apd the rise of Christendom,
1hinga were separating oot loto the wocbanistic, sxternalised universe of
Beseoce, plue belief Ip soma heavanly Upity from shich this wordd 1e divorced.
The Racial Nigbtmere he» occurred (im occurring?); apd it 1e thie mightmer
of prine) epiritus) scbiss which the lovecraft sytbology evokea. (1'm wot, of
couree, suggesting that we ehould wll mtart believisg in Vo-Batthath, Bbub-
Miggureth, Ctaglhu ewd the rest; thal 14, 1'm mot yat rasdy to be 1Ake sway.)
€.8, Lawis, (0 bia »f tridagy, weat & loag eay tawards re-spivitualislog the
on & purel level; reading Lavearaft, oo tbe other basd
apact fro® being fup, is perbapa faimtly tderspeutic. Priwe) Screem The
1o Zack. Parheps 1t's just sa vell that Derleid, the medintor, makes the
proceadings €0 poratutently laughable., ¥e doo°t, or mbovldn't, Like Primal
Gorror that such.

Theas arories date froa 1038 (vistage Meird Taleq) to 1987, They bavan
dated such, Curlowsly, tha anly raslly serious plece of dstednues is maalcal,
und acours in "Somacthing ia Bood" (¥eird 7alde 194¥). 1o tbis story, a Wes York
ary critic comss under the laflmemce of Crhxulhy via & wood carviog {end 1s,
of nouras, doomsd in the ususl masner). Derlaib wasts to sbow we this man's
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¢riLica) Judguent belok 4baped dy tbe Great Old Cowa, =p ko makos biw euddenly
Duse 1by causs of Lbe Roy Rarrim Ird Sywpbooy (parbaps tbs woet popu
dencusce the work of iba Hoviet aysphoolst “Niestesoyica™.
L] oukty owe octhor work ta rivel Barr io

tho symphomic charte; amd tbat wam the 7tk Hywphasy of ShostaNovich, the
“Lecingrad-. Tharofore “Blamlamovich’ wuat be & acathlog raferenco to Bhostakovich.
Buk 1€ Derletd hed hoowd any of e N 8 fashicnabls workas
{nduiktydly 1be "Lewlograd™is praity 11y 1t ho bad known

cha Ath Oysphomy (¥RLZN dIdn"t THEcCH tha West wntil the Iy ajstiesd) or the

41h Bymphony, \bam ha mouid hava koown thet 3f any casnasor hue over eipressed

. susic 0f the Gryst 0)d Oram, tast campoger waa ths lats Owitri Bhoatakowich,
The Moy Harria 3ra Gympbany Lm & marvallous wark, but the wusic of thy Crest

Q10 Ooes, or tha Groat Rece of Yith, it L» oot.

PLLLAR OF £IRR AND OTMER PLATS FOR TODAY, TOMORQOW AND DEYOND TOWORROW by Ray
Bradbury {Bantam; 1873 Hew York; 113 pp;, 40p: ISEN 0-333-02173-08%)

Aoviwwsed by Brieo Griffin

There is a madas rt of things; or, tg put Lt pluinly - D
Tole wads =4, transcacdsd, healed thraugh Nao, or the O1¥
Naa, but if the $mitia) medowss ism dented - Lf we porsusdé curs@lvas {4«
Witaos peews ta da im part of The Romeo Srror) thst Deeth )a really OF, ar soms-
thing to be abolimbed 1N tBa Caude Of humaslURFiAD pProgr . ar stmply aw
dllusilos - thea Map 1e ¢anled Bi» plece Is tbe truw order ar ihisgs, and dles
epirituslly.

a cam

Thig 1a Lba paradoa Eredbury swplarsm 1w Pillar of Firé (first ateged lo
1270, iw Califorale). ¥illiam LARCCy avakes after Iying 4 suspooded eaimmiion
tor 200 ya and ¢omgd 10 the conclusion that ha is ona of tbe ¥alklog Daad,
cowe la bring back Dasth - tha paychalogical lity of it - to m world that
bue bamiebod 31 hehind s farede of blamelas aunny ritusls wod
#fticient cremmtoris. Bac th, peopla dan't die -
1L tbas; because they‘va losat all ¢t Dests 1p, Thoy
4 through tba biochbemical motlabe, ot thay dom't rmslby dla.

Lastry 1s a madman, & aurdersr who killa (o the wawo ot Pouw, Biarcs, Lovecraft
ADd tha rest (vhoss worka have, of couras, been dostroyed). yet I8 & worid of
ratlooally-prog Mo repy $ty. bacemse Mas 1a iha
trenture ¥bo hem ta face up to tbe meenlog of darkomss add desth, givisg thmm
aigaificance. I ibim siago mduptation of Mle 1y abarc acory (fivat sppoarance
1BdR), Bradbury worla wilh oslfi asenranca, ID o aeviee of mildly-fantastlc
-blarkea-cut akatches, showiDg Labtry'e losvitable doos; and ths last flary
ascbange butvaam Laniry und Mla chisf paresacutor, lba haad of tho Pescs Squed
(& rongh sketch for Ceptein Bentty 1n Fahranfteft 457) - aven 1f it Ls eppropristed
fraw Pom - » dramatic maateratrok 1'd Joave to mec a professiods parformance
of thie, stefersbly on an opeo stags llke tho pos In ths Amsawbly Hell at
Tdiohurgh, whers 1 auce esv = wratty good Joctor Fauatus, Attar all, (¢ thay cas
otill go on produciog = eketethy Siwce of work Like Marlowa's, why mot Sradbury
Pilligr of Fira? lasity makes & glariouely-raftlng cabntrel figu! and Bradbury s
fizn) balifira acens abova the Grasi Inciparetor comparse well th Marlows's
™ y takaa about 45 mluytes to resd, and Is Just rigbt for 1ts leogth. Brad-
bury koa: thestrical otert - altar all, atarted out se an acior - and
hia axpeort abawn la the intalligent and Sown to-earth lotrodociian, whled
Btremsas the walue of slaplicity Lo product Lol

Xaletdoscops 1w wuch 1 obytausly = ceadidets for dramatiastion: am
Bradhury sdmits, tes scettered specacrait-craw, each oue (scleted Im the vold
after colllabd wiih » weteor, coNld ba dresetically represanted im thirty 4iZferemt
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wayo. Bul Bredbury supgesto devar ple and <oaviuciog stapa eftects lavolving
Lerge, DINCY turning =besls, or »vanp & Ple boakcame-like STruciure, with
evrytbiag blached Sut sxcapt for the actors (who etart pul, bafore (k& collision,
by 6olog & QUick Btar Trek routioe L0 Lhe ortbaetrs pit). Aod he hes siaplifiad
the Tharactarisetion, o0 thel all tba pArta are roughly 4gual D Oreselsc waight,
Ther #0omeibing 1ost there. of coul But that shae busimes Kollle and
Applelre: for ozample, re out piecas of the aciion t origlioally belongeo
to Mollie alone; amd Appletreae, a <heerful ¢pnic im the origimel, takss on

the oripined Aelit L # of lonely tulility. Both ck clers lodd defipitice
théreby, dut k1) im ths cavow of good thomire, )°m aurs - 1 trust Bradbury‘e
oremstic seoss. 1°w Dot al mure tbat Xaole work 24 »

CLer; byl It could be ¢ vory rewardiby sxperimemti. Tbe basic iden

1s bolo, ple mad profound - 1.e. the aluff of good tbeetrs

{By tbo wap, Oradbury tesds 1o introduce varisty by
og biwselt: in Xaleidopaope wo want with the agnic meaiear ahower froa
'%8, temturimg Churchill, Bitler, Acascvaelt aod £9.; asxd e Pillar of
F{re bu dramatives tho desth of morbid {msgioliogs with a quich flusk to Narse

aR0 idu durning of proscribed works of Poe, Blerce otc., ma iu "The EvIL
And wby a0t? The o6ly srgumént sguikol 1L would be Lhet ontsiders In the
sudience might aot cat<h on qulckly encugb. 1In Pellar of Fire . 1 think ths
Rrefiiag cowld bare bean «oré caréfully doow, & 1)

the Foghown La short and almples; al} you mesd La tsa actors, & modest
railud-off platfors, & light, = foghors, and oos Quakroghomic Rasst from
20,000 Fatba (Bea qusdrophosic 1o my 1magimed praductiow, moyesy.) It
would be vorthekilo dojog - Lf awly far the Seast

Por am aversge er af 1Re public {1(ke &8), ThiF POOK 18 BOFC COrtainly
worth buylog for Pillor of Fire: aspecielly if (Llka me) he dodan’t dhave 1t Lo
URe original aboyi-alory vareloo, whleh | 11ebls oply Lp mongral-collectioss
11ke 5 ©o for Space  and various antholexis 14'a really ap Lapressive plece
of work, all 04 pagas of Lt, mnd - But Fou 0aR'1DAed me La &ppreciate st for
you, do you, Go and read itl

UNIVERSE T¥D e0iied by Terry Carv (Dannia Dobaoa; Laodoa; L976; 253 pp; E3.50;
TEBM 0.234-77132-4)

Qeviawed by Briam Griftin

Jo Vector 60, Barry Gillaw referved 16 Univeraes 1 8 2 as betag “distingwinbad
oaly by their blendowds”. (The yeferancs was to Iha Amarican Ace a#itiop, fraw
whick the Dabson adition ham baen blown mtrai up, coaplete with Lypas - murely,
on p 321, "eva" should read “wute”, “Foolnase" “toolisbaeas”™, and ox p 71
“cobvérmétlon” ahavld auraly read “coovemtioo™.) Blmnaness? | didE’t find hie
La bu the cads with [mivarse 2: on the whole It'e an anjoyarls, rellable,
thoughetful antholagy of original atories, and 1°m gled 1 reed 1t,

At thia point |'d Wotter present my criteria. foms time 4go Briab Aldisa -
in or aut af 4t - made a
tarribla prephocy: ha maid that af wvas goiag the way af malwatrean literatura -
wag, Lo fact aoparating owt Imto "highbros~ aad “lowbrow" categories. (4,
preapimably tha thick copld theo carry ow readi Auwimor amd Clarke, while

e #l11a COV1A comcantrate Of reading snd unésreiesding fapori on Probability 4.»
w» 1'm wary glad to raport taat, 1¢ Tary Cary's anthology im anytding to

£0 by, 1bla dicactrame fimelparation Bas oot ¥yol heppaped  Pecple cam atlll

wr1ta o0d, ewsily raedable of witb aa Rood an seotaric Wick as aoyoma witTh s
unjaded pa could remscombly expect.

t and lmst: theso are
1°m glad 1 raad tha

Ip tbis ca the two beatr ailories the It
Paagdors's “Tiger Boy" and Bow &b 4 "Retroactive
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Lt's basically “rellgloue™ af, but mot at sll mMigiosa Oor pssudo-
Ths sattlag 1o a posti-kolocsunt village setilemen, reminieceot af
Sanly Bowitte La the eecond pert aof A Camidcle for Letbowitxz{corplete with manrby
mopsstary), A boy - the illegitimate eom of ¢ loce) primat - 1a barn witbaut rhs
abillty to ppeak, and grows wp silest end tealated. HNot bo lowras baw to
whisper to hiwswl?, strictly in privets: ba im, Lm fact, 4 bora poat. Amd ha s
i% s0B# wirsnge way commected with tha romours of 1 eupatbumas “tiger bop"” from
the wilda, who yisits the outakirts of gattlewants uod lures dwey the vary poung
and Lbe vory old, This tiger boy plays magice) mogic oa Ble pipes, and 1a
eacorted by an axtraordloary tiger. Ewsotoally, the poai meets (e vllé
Muelciap - and you muat faad OR fram thare. There's u dlatant tbemstic
relatiooabip with A lanilcle for Leibowita, tea; the Tiger 30y repremests the

. total go ¥blch 1s dealed by everyone I the villege, imcluding
the mocks and {except for his one solitary amowr) ths priest. But emough from
#c: yao that bave eyes to raed, read oca.

['® aivo glad 1 read Bab Shaw’s "Ratroactiva™. I wae fesling Olatipctly
telow per wbem | atarted Lt, apd felt dlatlactly above per sbhea 1 (ipiabed 1t.
Tha ytory ie sisilar 1o mood 1o Tho Palace of Ftemity: similer in theme, tos,
for it cobcerss a group of bomeless, wandering wep - ome of them 1o particular -
and bow 12 Bagio » of a working relationekip inm vetehlished harwean ibam
a0d - wall, aternity. Eternity is hers reyrapemted by the Paludarisns, wha cap
cravel in Tiwe us frealy as wa do (o Spaca. Thare are nake of the complications
ot The Palaoe of Etarmity,ws the Paladorimss, unlike thw Egons, are wholly
focernete; but there 1s tha same msase of woodar, of ravelstion. 1f tbia
aougds 1ike beavy atuff, I cas aly rhat Bab Shav briags Lt sil off without
duyertivg from bis usual smnath, affortless-ssemtag barraiive atyle £or coe
moment; esd wi1tbout dlieslssiag for ape aomept the plagfv] owtm-and-bolts atmoe-
phara of sf adveaturs Viatage Sbav, T i1hink: & real plassure. FPor some time
Dow 1wy thougbt of 2im 3» the atill, saall voice of Writieh uf - apd if you think
that's faips pral Pl 100k up the Bidlical referecce)

There are aubtle thematic rasltiosehips betwesn the main ataries In Tarry
Carr'e collactlon, giving it & Rice ulohtrusive #iyla. Por instance, in
Granie Day "My Bead'a (2 & Ditfersat Flace Kav', tha sotioo alao eads up in
ataruity - but a vary Affareat sart af aternicy, the xlod ibat Carlos Castemeda
dsnls 18, Twa drap-auts, Rale and femmle raspectizely, use their soclal welfare
Sobey t0 take & trip (1D avary ssnss) iata davpest Wexlco, fimslly ewdicg vy
scmewbyre pear Tucatap; with thewm is thalr souag Sawghtar. Eere they try to
Sake o fizal, irrevocedle breal vif the tirsscme Westars Logos - and they
succned, with the uowilling belp of a dowm-at-heel locel sbamen. [ found thiy
incramningly absorbisg (the atory 1s wall #)>, apd umpr
The partreit af dropout parchology La aa 1ng the two 1
yroaented here ara mot satirised, are allowed to spaak for thamaplvas, aram
L people; asd it they becows car . it is
ure the caricsturiets. 7Thi ie apparently Craoie Davis' tiret ysblisbed
Atory, asd I for ond am prapursd to read mora,

whao

The stfterlife, if wol eternity, 1s also the setting of farian Bllisom's
0o the Dowaiii)l Side™. Tuis im ane of two places tu tbe collectlom - tha
other ta the Bilvarberg mtory - Llu which Terry Carr lat & B ame do kis
oW thiog, end to ball with traditional ideas of at. 1'm certalaly oot puttiog
Elllsan dows - tba mtory bsld me thraugboot, acd | falt thet sowething yery
isportant was ksppewiny at tbe climas; but tbis pi could surely be yrusad
of "poatic diversious to good effeqt. Btrasgely ugh, Lt remioéed me of the
filw-fantasias of Jaan Catanu, Orphes wnd Ig Bella of Lz Bata: there's tbe same

1mprags, synbolical showmanship, and tha sams liagering daubis to how much
Matter thore La bupesth 1 that Hanaer. 7Tbe pi , also
b7 & "Go# of Love™, wio la melther Christian sor Pagan, Wwt 2 s,

1t'e good 1b apd Zliisos you, st the clla

really
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deecriding ultimate spiritusl d1psolukiop and rebirth ina Naw Orleans graveyard,

It a poseid. though, thet a long, cool ook aigbt revasl Garard ¥. Conway's
"Funeral Servic a8 1ha battar ptory. I1t, to0, 1» coocerosd wilb diasclution
and (posaible) nrabiirth, though it dogsn‘t enter Ellison'a theairical afterllfe
and It kaepa 1Tm langu and jmagary at = stendy level of coapeience 1The
basic 10ea 14 Dot origisal: w6 cusuccessfnl yOUDE NAD #Bploys tde services of
» Recall Agency ta briog back, litearglly, the mawory of 2is fathear - the 216
maD’s slad Reing 4ooesed i u robat simulacrus - apd tbareby to chenge Gis oo
oast 207 tbe betier. WBut Cabway's nss of this robot-mesory idea ks comvincing
and, ia the €00, raelly impresaive, sithour beloy self-coneciously “original®
ia the Elilsop mao . He Jeca 1% apesk for 11salf, and 1y content with that.

Miod you, I'm 201 praining wtolidity w virtue: 1 thiak, for eresple,
that Willlam Rotalar‘s prama, io “Petrow of the Arts™ - tbe orlgioal short
story veralon - is rathey stolig, and thet the etory suffers aligbtly beceuse
of thet. fdeally, 1t akould bave bean writtem by Rotelsr and Ballerd:
Botys: would bave supplied the idem, asd Ballerd would bave emdodied it 1o a
“ftuwdlo 5, the Sia etmadphere. A4 it ie, "Patrom of the Ar Ittle
distinctive atsospl Wt the ides im good, aARd = presected with cleen
cospetapce 1t'a all about Wommn, Art and apd their loter-releti b
the tizular art-form lavalved belog tbs cobic th: L1 ] S
port t. 1n other worde, i% competest hands 1t can't fail to be In!orutibl-
and Rotaler 1» competeoi. Ia the end, it's more tham imterwetilng: you capld
eay That eternicy comes iata rhism ook too. 4» to characterieation. Roteler
®ets bisedlt an alwosil impoasible tusk ma far ga the castral fewels protaganist
L» copcernad 9o bas 1o ba iucradibly marcorial, ad unrsslipad Zamsla chaos
avaitlog the bad of her makar. Usiortumataly, the lady im qusetion temds to
sound waraly Bali-sltied - but ocaly for a paragrapk or ¢o. Perkeps Roteler
brioge 1t off more succsasfully i= the full-scels movel (sea Yector 73/74).
dt1)1, tde short atory is wall worth y resd.

| =op°t say tbat Robert SLi1verderg's "The Dey ve want to Hea the Ead of the
World" 14m‘t worth readi tut 1 wiil cey that 1t's the coe real dissppolatmeot
in thie ¢ollyction, albelt 1ate ing ome. Beaven hoows, Bilvarberg la wo
dyd writer; the problam her 1athet be's bulog too clever for bis owo gaod.
Ee bhan tha ryw materiul for a good af omd-of-the-world atory: e group of
paeudo- sdphigticates at ¢n wwfo) coctail party, diecussing their irips 1np
tbe oew Tima Nachios to ths Exd of the World. [t starcs off well, with an
svacatian of giani crabs crewliug befors a dead ocesn under ¢ bloeted fed
Sun ~ Just as in Walla' The Time Machine, and mone the woras for thet. Startior
1rom ere, filverbarg canld kavs raleted the glent crebs to the dismal present
of iha pariy-guesia, and writtem = good butéthy-epd-of-the—world-HAB-ALREADY-
EAPPERED story. Bul no: ha has to be too clevar, ha hap to
to af conventions. Bo: firat he myltipliee tbe pumber of iwcawp
tbe-world wntil 11 baccaes obyicus that the Time Machine ia & 2.
diatract publlic aitantian from what ip goleg ow io the "real world™ - ae
by ioplioation, af itawlf. Theas ke concentrstse on Deieg euparficislly "relevant”
48 iba gosers chaitar pn, it bacomes obrious thet tbeir Ewyirchment is hopeledely
pasaoned, that thea Powsrs are noking yech other ta bell, tomt the letest
Prantds bus bagn d {agaia), that abarcby rules i» the streets - all
tha uanal thisgs, The guesw wention thess tdioge casuslly while discusalng
thair truveld to the Sud of the World. GCet tha puist? Moral: dop't truat time
machinaa, sud sppucielly don't truet sf motioos tbet dimtrect you from tha rasl
issues of the day. Meanwbile, n Z0od af etory bas Just goD¥ weet: you can cateh
& glimpes of 1t, hefors Hllverberg atarts baing claver. Xs should bave etuck with
Wslln' gilapt <crabs.

¥y potox 1w drives hows, omce wore, by a story tbat, by keeping
etrictly witbio #f cooveaticos, makes s profouvod impressios: Gordoo Bhiund's
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"Stalking the Sun", whiob ie alao about the eod of the world. Tee Hus 1a dyi
aod the laet men are davolved, aps-1lua creatur yot peradozicully tbey »sre
ulso 11ke gods, 1lving &t oDe vith the magical forceq of matyra. Rers the atary
Lloks up with Oranim Davia' "My Meed's [o A Diffarent Flace Now™: ihase Tasx

Lyo Ben % forpeken tbe Logom af alvilisatioa apd fallem dadk iuto tde
netoral watPiz - a pracess vbiocb began {though thaey dom't Wdow 1t) im the
“present™ of tbs tise-travellisg Mmters, who sund up tragically Imating thelr
oxD epeciss. Thars'e pluoty to thimk sboot (& “Stalking the Sua' ~ yot far
tbe moat part Lt vemds A straight af adventurs about iropby-buatiag Io ibe
ter tutu without varbal sbowmanablp or "sopbiatication™. Ia akort, thie 1e
a alca footmote to Ktapledoa.

R.A.Lsfrfercy oeems toc e a 1aw uoto bimelf. Ha doesn't ency off l1ke Rllisco,
nar doés by esswms thy superioriiy of Dilverbarg: yet bs dove have = gékuine
sopbiaticakion, “A Hpecial Conditiom Samit City" reeds ewiftly aad smoacdly,
apd 18 B0t omliks Chriatopher dmvil‘y “A Roes By Amy Other Kame”, i that e
ing savioe iw . mad varbal chana soacas throughout a wiole

simllarity enda. In tha cama of the Aneil atory, the @0
Wt 00 rimlabing tbe lafisrty ooe's firet reactliom is to thiok:
but this is just too trite) Toen (it yoo're ®) you give the mtory ths bunatit
of & #0ubla-taka - amd the troth {or, it seemsa gt the time, the Truth) hogi
to waab over yan. Asyose wha hsa thought mt all abomt tha aature of Lenguage
1taelf 18 bound ta be faeciosted. Im fact, Lafferty briogs you right back to
the 1 really 1tXe the unlcy af this collsctiam. A relatorces ay
lluul moral; that yow dom’t have to Fajse your actyliatic volce im order to
ba protoumd,

Uniusrec 2 tanturas ¢ Duabay Of abosts ¥bose mab funciion 14 to act &3
divarticowmests detvesn the aain belpings. Of these, tbe most syb¢tmarial
Fanela Sargant‘e “The Other Perceiver™ - a bitter and pointed joke sbout how
V4 perceive the modurn world {in the Barkalayas ascas). “'The WAD Wko Waves Nello™
by Qardnev Dotoia, I found andiatinguidhad; kt'a aa usoriginel tittle
dyetoplen v1e1co, With s11 the Lanal festuras. NWicely reslised, | suppoes -
but ob for tbe good old days whea Orwsll and Buxles were the omly proghsta of
doos! Gane Balta's “The Has » Wen* ip about § msn whose tarsa-mided heed
groms hotwen and bulow bis sbanlders, and bow ha timallp makes Lt Th . rl.
It's & groteequa litcle jo¥a, but Dot at all alck, aod porth » few good laughbs.
Fioally, Josoma Wusa’s “Isefv] Phrases for tda Tourlat', or bow ta meke
friscds amccg the alien 1mbabitents of Locripa. (CONPLIMENTS: You will uadoubradly
be bere tomorrow.) Thisie clever, apd mads ws laugb - though I ¢ould hsve
avorp ['d sean 1t before somewbere.

THE QPENER OF TMN WAY by Rabert Bloch (Panther; St Albens;: 1976; 172 yp; 6dp;
9PN D-B88-0432)1-0)

Heviewad »y Briap Griftie

Trast thils oae w4 § Xind of yoraly warhal hotvor Comic, aad you wo't ba dissppointad
it t», 18 feok, yood baliday horroe rFesding. 0Of the twaleva atorlas assasbled,
{vintage Hoird Palas, moat of them, dating trom 1834 ta 1843), alaven of them

akim offortlasaly owar tha surface of the mind, asd bave jual eacugd 1o thes to
«angage tbe iweginaticn and intelifgenca of the reader. Ths oc&d-one-oot 1»,

atrangely soouab, ths titla story - all edout ancieat Egypliap curae eurromed

Atatup of ADwbis. Tbia i» ectusily 1be only taept atory 1D 1be collsctiom, bmiag
sritten iu a terrible sorst-ot-Keird-Tales-siyle, and anding oo e decidedly
wacoavincing note. Doa‘t be put oft by i«:

veayira comtumier.
Ho doult you'll kaow ewectly baw it epde, but Blochb's trastusat s crudely



% YECTOR 75

eftactive; apd, sfter mnll, perbaps bim aign was the firal “Sastlen"

brioge v aaotber 1sot Egyptias curee - that Of the Beal ® Bestle - and im,
00C» BOTY¥, Wlfeclive 1n ita borror-comlc way “Tbs Flddler's Foe" i aimilarly
and e wsutd more umprodictabls wnd Origio: coucearnlog ss it doss =n
approntice of the sinister violin-virtuasa, Pagemliol, ssd how ba 116 his woul
utill barror-cgmic atuft, but Wioeh ui every
cryda trich Io the trede, amd the reault im fum. {The wholu collaction bem

the virlum of Improving 34 it goos alamg.) ¥ith "The Mamolkip- 0
Lovecraft tountry, &ad sru presostud with = typlcully Joowmsd cemiral figurs;
but & tate i» a Norribly-arigimal ooe.

Tt would be wamy ta ba puperior about tbe nest mtary, ~Thy Stran
Alchard Tlaploa®. [t appuarnd 1w Amaing Stories &n 1939, uod the “sc
1t 15 Lacredibly crude. It's ahoul the Iirst matined f1ight to M
2088 wrobk. spd tba eponymnus bero, Bion® 10 bia spscocraft, tlons bim
0LF from Jurib, and sat the =ropg epd of & voyage that = Last sare
(tor tbe purpome of thim atory, soywar. sltbough the spacocreft sesms o
poascms somo sart of wtomic drive). But forget the crudkiy of the conreptliom;
mpprosch il at the copiC strlp laval, mod emjoy iv. Actually, tbe baeic i
kas rea) aubstaoce, and fONCerue tho wubjociive oature of Tims 1m 1ts nrude
way, it le an thought -provod log 7. Lamgdds Jomom's "“Tue Graet Clock™

fligar of

“Youre Truly, Juck the Ripper” L» tha on ory 1o tbie collactiom that
provides someibing of what ooa I» led to expect by fobert Bloch’s billing me
"1ba satbor at Paychs™, The badle 1dem - tbat tbn Sipper balasgad ta an ascleat
cmlt, sodescrificed bis viCLIBP 1N €xchaDge far ste
elpro; but Block probsbly the first to ues it, and io amy caue bia
bae aubtloty (toguthar ¢LtE tbe umus) comic-atirip crudity), As In qave
of tbomo stori the aodiex (¢ outrageous by mat, somshow, dart Ia "The Spal
of the Baty: Bloch atays ¥ith ancimob tults; mnd tho story oore mora shoes hip
ebllity to gat acrass a Lovs idem whilm tio in crode primary colour.
Jo tbim caas tba thesa = c] ital uchale: @ mized up in gecrificial ritas
La the god Pam - ia sipiler to tbat 0f Depboe du Maurisr e subtly-creqpy tale
“Mot Afiar Midoight™,

“The Dark Demon" 1a for me the high palni of tha collection. Ayein wa're
in desprat Lovecraft cawitry: this timc tho dormad catral figure (¢ ew mutbor
who gata all ble idese diract from tbe Dark Ona, the Nwmon Uadseoger.
Eyantually he becomoa toaviocad that “the Day"” 1s at hand: the day whan the
flark Ona =111 finelly become jocarnate in hie ===, Thie one wes quits
craspy anough For @6, thaok you; mnd it thrax scma 11ghL on One of ths streuger
- [0 remcaber Lhat the dullost
end Bodt URldtérasting perann you can talk to may obe day bo a creaturo which,
if you Lt now, you wowld ha atrongly (emptsd Lo worskilp, or olaa a horror
WRd @ corruptlab auch =a you Daw meet, if &t wll, aoly In » nightmars.*
{Sercutape Propanas a Toast,Fomtaps, p 108) Brrr-brzrh! Gose cold for the
L1os of ya don*t you tblok?

Fioally, Ip “The Pacolams God™ Bloch siays Io Lovacrmft coumtry bot brisge
[he tbawa back to amcisot fgyptian curaes The Curam af MWyarlaothotop the Facalpas,
Lte Wigbty Mamacngar, Btalker among tbe 5iars, tbe Lord of tba Deesri, An
5 tban Nyarloth bimsolf, trias to
tatus af tbe god: moo tioally, durimg = clipas which Nparlotbotap
fu6sL sppéiracce im, mrote his fats In The Onasrt The wholo
atory 1a Qutragecus. bt caovinciug.

Mo comcluds: an aoidyablo, varled colloction, awiftly-eesiailabls, Lo be
read In 1dla holIdar bavrs fo trajos. fRobert Black provides & brisl but lwter-
aating 1niroductlon, 3@ tin pawky Sitckcock manmer.




BoOK Evixes a
STORIEE PROM THR THLLIGHT ZONE by RAod Borling (Oabtam; New York; 1973; 15) pg:
45 p: IBER 0-583.02412-125)

fariawvad by Briaw Griffim

Tbera's 11ttls, remlly, to raview ib Lbls one. The Tuiight /7ma wes e half-mour
tan p-e80-81 »pol ap American TV Lo the SUs end HOp, end Wod G
acrassplays, lo préperiog some Of LNe #tOriss for book pwbilicative, he
Cranspomad svevy detail oI tha acrgsapleps 15t claar, blasczlesa proa
repult io precisely wbat you might expsct Hoat of tbe
oix silorira are good anaugh, 1f reslilar; and coe of them
about = tirad Wad1sos Avaoug axscative «ho Literally revieite bia highly

Bradsurias cbildbood  nanaj LD be mampyahls, Dut beiag teilared 1o TV, tbese
idean wore 1Ditislly p 1= 1ly eimple, form, galoing
i0 viaus) tamgdlucy but loslog a graat osal of depth

storios lces jmmsdiacy whila not guimssg appreciebly im dapth; snd thim makce
tor rathar curiaus readis
oever roally

ated, opa roads oo, bat 8
aka; =nd whas tbe fmagsm at all, Lt tacds ¢o prodecs

7] gue (im slack amd suit®)., You could cell thie a boak tar peopls
who dou‘t Llike boaks, but wbo 11he ws half-asake so frowt of & TV ast.

Tha paracos 14 Lbat tbe origtas) ehove wersé probably smtertalalog enaugh,
4 Bypochondrinc ealls a4 poul to the Doril im réturp fax ever)
5 mam findp bimself wlans 1a tbs world, witboot am I1dmotity (b
10D oI the “CUTL projact” lo Brimo Addim

alleas land and prapare (6 coOquUEr the warld ¥y 4L
agaimst i1taplf; a Lifeloag puriten Is Lerrorissd by an astbroposorphimed
ouo-aracd handit 1D Las Yages - [ wouldD’k 1N 24910 #UBs OF tha
urigiosl stows; byt | cas't reise much anchusleasm for the boak.

1'¥A & CONTESE100 O msha- ODA of thm =tarisa soawe ta be aboWt e» androle
easabali-player, and 1 fest can't tarce wyself ta read i1,

SCTINCE PICTION BOOK BEVINW NDEX, 1€3)-1973 edited by W
Cospaoy, Baok Towsr,Datroit Michigas 4n224; 1978; 416 p,
1054-a)

Hall (Gala Hessarch
$45.00; 14BN Q-8102-

Raviwwas# by Grian Gritito

rasco of SrBRI 1023-1873 makes me hapa that, in apite of rything.

the BSFA Wagezime Library wt1ll livee. Fut 1o any ca & fan »1th accass to
Ay Gxtsudive magaeina 11brery ahoukihe sbie (0 make vers 4ogd use of the /ngez
whAleh toverw raviaws of swarything tras Rdger A Rurrougha to Urauls Le Guin_
in avery wagamimo {and a faw [emiinge) Trom Awmzaing aod Maumt of Norror

to Speculatfom and Mgw Worlds Quartarly. & Olrevtory of megexicsa $m includad,
listlog avary relevant 1 0 cbropalogical order; Lbere 1s ®A an alphabecical
Tit)s loder; but the part of tha Dook (344 pp owt of 438) s taken vp

¥ith alphanottcal Awthor Ent v Mo 1D each a¢ Avibor, wlpbabetically-
arTasged titles of reviamed woo Bibifographica) daleils, =od Tocatios of
reviews. As ta reviews, fa eark ¢ & specitic Lawus of u magaulos Is Indicated
{v0)oma, De ausbar, asd date), pagloation of review io qusetica, asd fimally
tho mame {1f any) of tbe reviewer ALl Lhle ia arrangod is Real, clear

daunla columne. Tous:

WOYLE. Pagb
amant 70. fow Tork, Raw American Library, 1997,
18D pp 67-14728 +

FEF 33¢3)p: 98-34. Ax. 19097. {J. Merrid}

* Library of Cangread casrd pusher
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["ve 00ly OD® generel COoBplaint: #0me Of ThE COUES [Or (ke wagoEloeaw - ASF far
Analog , YABF for Fantastic Scrence Fiction, NWA for New Worlds Soience Fietion
w» opposed to MWR for frev Horlds 1ksell - ara coniwalp Btil), » decodifier
le provised, Fagudonyms ere Nendily deslt mith; tlcles mre llated ander

» ruel numa, whily tha ppowdonye 1e (ndlcated su iba 16]loarapbicel

BLISE, JAMES
wre 1

\ Dand, by Filliam Atbaling Jr - - -

& are p 5

Ths more Jou tRInk aboul 1ha pheer amnunt Al 1BIGrEALIOD €ncapeul.
ths batier i1 mom Quits obrlcualy, 211 ef graups sltbim grasping distamcs
nr = 11y good magaatea |ibrery ebould closn 10 OR tbelr 1ocal librarian,
urgiog bis ta but the Srdex; end 1t kba Foumdation poeple dom't Wmaw mbout 11,
acomacns akould tall thes quichly.

82 I» 11ke Goo - It Ls @ grasl 5. and Lhe more you look, the wore the
prospact »1deos. 5o It'e vary yoad to @ 40Ch & CoeDuds #8 tbia. For inpisoca,
1°ve Only Juac dlecoverad John Roape!l Fearp, a Wyitiab writer of tha 40e who maamm
to hayy been e K1R0 OF Grandma MoRed of df, vaing vory Crude aod naiva ko
echievs ganulpely 1Bpcaseiva ¢ffacta. But 20 Far 1°ve oply read one of h
atort =hat wss tha rgat of Ble work I1ike? Thy /adaT tedla ma tbut Paarn's
oaval Linars of 2ume (Nl 4, g, World‘a Work, 1347} wan vaviawed L=
Faneasy, the Magasine of Srlanca Fictiom{Brstish: editor Nalter Gllliogs,
accardiog ta the diractory} for Auguat 1947 Adodraiid Voios from the
Choir) 8 voluar of “Faniamtlc
Stort The lutter wara raviavad im PASE for Dacsmber 1943, by Auram Davldaoo;
tho formér var reviemed (n Anzlog for Movembsr )63, and (o P45F tor Fabruary
1668 {by Judith Werril). Those roviawa wauld bo uspinl. P.D. fhapooskl -
presumsbly tbe Cyclic Tims Thearist - wrote ap #f nowve)l called Tha St umge
Life of Iuan Quokin; accordimg to tha fnder tb1e was raviewed in scoatbiog called
Son of WSFA Joumial*for Jaoumry 1973. Toore must he cauntlses nooke and cranales
that cap be profitably explored with the ald of tba /udex. Thie pcok will Tead
you La Las Johueoo's unigue lemue at Jutlands{wimter L444}; that cramoy will
l=sd you 1o flesb publicetsons like tbe TLS and The Now Stateaman. (&cter 1970,
all 4f rev aré 1ietwd, whetber (o wf magesloss or 30t.)

I ampuid point owt thag not all tbe rawi Indexed ara of af praoper: to
bas had [0 bs Of an af-related hook {afier 1070), ar located
that's #1l. Sa the Jnder 11ate revieuws of Jung. Gerald

611, Bepngler, Saincsa, Rudolt Stelmsr; &ad of caurds plesty
of scienca fact, payehology and soclology. | 1hipk thig 1a o good thing:
Rudolf Btaloer, Yor Insieace, 1a a figure whe haa nover boes taken asrinualy
by the Eotabliisbwent, which 18 a greak shama  but hie baok The Rudwmption

af Thinking was reviewed 1p Authentic Sctemce Ficttom (under E.C. Tush's
wditarship) for Noveabar 1034; @0 1f YOU haven't read ths Book, and have acces
16 Che @egadine - read Ibs reviewl voroh
that mueh.) Tbs fact Is, that the af athas Is ¢ great breaker-dows of barr
apd & great abhorar-vp af wbél udeo 10 be <alliesd Fbilosophy betore that otacipl
aplht spark Ipto Disiactica and "Linguiatic Pallosophy”™. (But who wants tn
read adathony Houshar's Lew of A Cantury of Punch {avtoaw in FESF? n.w. Hal)
tha maptarmind bahind the indez, i foriala Libraviam at ton Umivoraity of
Texas; and thim ahawa in kle indipcriminate Iust for all-1nclusivomana,)

The empbasie of the /nder on raviows pomas cartais quaetians. Far somecom
foulde uf reviews are, after all, jwporrast ooly up to & palot. ¥ho, for ezample,
La kikaly to be holpad ar thim late stege by a raview af Van Yogi'a The lar
Agatnat tha RuIl(reviowed 1o all the big w7 wagemivos ia tha 1080)7 Bithor

y & fenslba, g ta tbs Dlrectory: fabelmes
II-Md logether with Cenernl oad Library Tage

, rathar comfusin
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you're already e wddici, o which rame you've 41ther reed the book or erd
reedy to lako a chunce with 1t; ar mlee you're jubk ot Iatarasiod. Tha esan
4 parhups about resiewe of all the iz Wemes - Aldlan, Aeimov,
In, Simak, Hlurgeco, S11verbask, 41 al, Thara will, Of touray, be

u: Blieb‘e Titan‘s fDowghisr lgokm 11ka ona of bis hack jaba, but
the raviaes i1n Analog and Mew korlds (feptoabar and Juna, I1681) would diepel
apy dawbt .

Trouble im, the perscs W »t - aa cppossd to thoss =bo B Becaly
“00Ing"” It a» woms kiod of college course - will wiready bave & good ldaa of
whal he's aftor. 1t Zould bs tbat the EPER] will prove enst usaful af sll ia
tha Presk Dspsrtment: Lt cam direct you to reviews of Gora Vidal“s Meosiah
tAnglog, FASF, etc10A4), Dy I Mara's Fight 7ales 1s an srkham Houme wditioh
{Luny Honthly, 1872), Zamistin'm Fn (dnalog, 1840, plue & bost of wore recent
ral magariosa), Pgan Priedoll's Tha Return of the Time Wachine
, 1971), Capok's An Aromic Phantaey: Erakatit (dnalq sod Galaxy,
Nobert Graven's Mitch the Korthwind Rize (Sciance Piction Adventurda,
fung Nonthly, 1970), Joko Lowper Pomym's Up and Qut (Webdula, 1957},
aad Skivonr‘e bzlden T (Damon Kalght i F4SF, Hapt 1980). Io tho Freak Dept.
1've palp coms up =gainat ona glitch, =o tar: In the entry tar Plevrs Yerain‘s
theyelopedie du L'Utopie, dan Voyagas Fxtraondinaires et la Sciancs-fFictiom |
tauod imcomprabesalbls rofsrecces ta “Elfdom” (which | coulda‘t tind (m tha
decodifler) and Visua and Aevieus (which [ coulds't flod Im the Diractory of
Megntinap, ®iiber Geaers) or 3F

Dosldee the Big Ramao ot ef, tbare aro lbase who might be called the Great
COuer. aod in thia deparimest, toa, tha /mdér can he of yeal help. 1L cen Afract
YOU 10 reviows of 1itles by Stapladan such as Quadratic {with Murrey Lelostsr)
(ravie=ed by Ham Mowkowitz im Soieas Fiotion PIua, = Gerseback pwblizacion,
Iar Juns 1953), To the nd of Tise (vaviewsd 10 moat »f maganives i9SI-4) ana
worids of Morder (reviewed im Pantasy Book end Plying Soaucsrs from Other orlda,
1887, 19501  Thers hurve hoan receot reriewe Ip luna Honthly of Wallaa The
Kealth of Mr duddy sapd Stor—fegottan, balh unfessliar Litigs ta as.

Gack lo the mulnatromm of uf, reviess of ths wot-s0-hig okdes - pacple
Like A A Lafterty, Oorsos Exluod, Mika Camey, Gardoo Micheodd (eupgly your owm
Ra@ac), wht cap bm axcullont im & aslf-affacing way - will ke of real usa. And
tbase who foal Lhay s guide ronod the Prolitic Loaves Omes - the [ndar
1ta 4 reviews of 19 Harrisas 1icl 28 Mooreoch titled, ¢4 Brunners mnd 48
G11verbearga - 9111 wuraly Tipd grofit turs.

LS

Esount, soaugh! Mr BEsll asd bia rassarch tess ve bean producing am
a0ausl 8P Book Reviaw lodex eisce 1070 - = disa; Risgk kbowght. Parbaps
afior thoir LeRours ou the womumeolal (1) ¥ B{=)I923-73 Index , thay just cam't
re, I thiok: tble weighty voluma cas he mccurstaly
= eopoclally for thass who aro awed Wy 1ibo shesr
t of half a camtury’s af, Aot are put off by amything that
® & Crdtical Gulds.

OTHIN TIMES vol 1 wmo 2 {80p; puURLishad by aad avail @ trom P.F. Layouta Led;
ASGArAry addroas Bmowant 174, Packhan Rpe. Loddon 8E22 9Q4)

Neviasad by Arimo Griftin

Thie Lo » vathar rusbed vevlew, aad [ hops IL dowe Juatice ta ¢ publlcation that
meriis Lbw worlouwa attoatiab Of e@yale latersated Im sbat (e beppaning, wordeige,
ta our world.

Womt of the glamour of this imaua 1a proviésd by edapted extracte from Wike
Moorcock's forthcomlog noval, The Aduanturan of Una Pereeon and Cathering Cormaliua
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in the Twemeieth Camtury, 1n vhich various tempora) agents attempt to would hiatory
tbese oxtracts begic with the Ruseiaw Reyolution, toych oo the dislntagrstico

of Lhe Unlted Bingdom, wnd end with m rether nybulous Rugsiam-doainaied pesce

at the turn of thim ceotury. Whet a marvellous perpetual-motign machine Maoreoch
o) The fact thst ¢ for sy ! cab pan) bin charactere luck ady aende of lapting
valuss, tende to maks thepsy spisodes idmtuntl nfter &ll, I chamge
end revgolutiow are the only realities, them nun blgr asd disintegrace » faw
osconds sfter thay’ mppenyd, But that'a Moorcock's warld; and tbel
Soubt thet whily you‘ra actuslly remtibg. you are vividly antarcaloed

Toe Teat of the lesue is certaiuly veried. Edward Orant's “Telsidoscope™
1u grippiag - egeip, »# 1ong »9 YOU'Ta living atrictly far the mosent, ihis ia
good etef?. [t‘s all bout thim man'a attampt to get out pf the spiriiuald
Scbwartzchild rediug, or Evant Barizon, tRat imprisabs bim wilhin tbe iusade
fragmwented mini-coamos of 3ia own persomal dlack hole. Perbaps [ abouvldo't
complain that thea #10Fy 1s Inaapsly~ fragmenied, tbough [ can't belp thinking that
£00d arc abould de able 10 coavey ipsanity, tragmentetion, etc., without Lraslf
assusing 1bsse wuelities. [p other vords, Edward Sryanmt the shanr
Artistic cballenge of thie thems, and simply throwe everyth at oa, the whole
coamor I suspect that some of this (regwentatios 1@ eimply botched arc. But
“feleidoncope” iv really iuterestimg. and 1 yha)) probably vresd 1t agaln (ano
possibly change my wind: reed 1t yoursalf, mnd sse what yoo think.) Wut & ward
to thy Art Diractor: wy eydaight could definitely have dome withowt ihe peychedelic
layout of pp 18.1T. Th cxma banui ob making the atory phyaically ucreadeble,
and joet mbout succasds.

©F the other stories, | felt compelled t0o resd Gragory Pltegerald’s “The
Stope Jermon” {celled "Thbe Stone-Cotte ferwon™ oo thy comtanty paga). This
begins well epough. devalops with (ncreasiog mtreogth, end ands 1oconseqeentielly.
[t"s ebout thy reletiows sxisting betwwes art (ibe atome acmlptuee of a Hadonpn-
and-child), 1iZn feo ectual mother-mnd-child wha meew 10 sxlet 1a aympatby with
the peulptayae), amd fimanclal (*al1-impa 0 repr
of the Artigtic Sorld), Quite = thems; aod Fitegerala® . [reatmant of it leaves
ehiding immgas i6 the mind. The illuatratioms - all thone msseive, bdlesding
braasts - | foumd eiogulardy imsppropriata; but rhen, T suspect Lvat sy view
of the mtary doma nat coiReide with that of tbe euthor

Wicheel Stail‘e "¥ithout Extension” begine 1o 1984-country, with Sensory
Deprivation teking the plece of the Rat-Cage: but it scon developa iato &
eurprising. cohurent and ebporbing netaphysicm) faotasy. But whereas
“Taleidoscops™ ends wall, "irithout Extabsioa™ ends poarly. (I don‘t hwow,
slrasdy, » faw hours latay, 1 fasl it 2nda rether vell. I» fect
thia atory eadé & dasp impredslan op me.) The Jther Timos ewthors have plenty
4 Tum Out Of the Deasa to say 31, or of devsloping the
pecinlly true of Gary Carey's "Stupping Bldeway
Ur Carey Was anunber otimteresting thiogs to aay, 9bout zefrtgeist thar apawaed
the Third Weich, aod about verlous parallels in our own tima. But 1f this
exanple is anything to go by, bs is not oaturally gitted == = ahorr-srory seiter-
80 that the evd-result is am unemsy mixture - & 11 d
univarse slory (1 wae just plaip confosed. = 11), plus = onmber of inrerastiog
speculations which way. Or wey 0ot, bé bomed on fact,

The tuo modt complera arories, artistically apeakiog, ere mors wodest 1o
their mmbitioos. Thead ara Bugo Raesa' “'A Sunrise”, whichb L ¢ sericus attespt
to poriray slian sroriciam - this Im on the whole convimcing - end “Heavy Setul™
by Dava Biachoff, & Aroog-type deacriptionm of Lbhe ultimate i feelds-rock
concerts, with en ussupected climax.

The rest of tba fictloa copsiste of tl wvery ghori ataries by Cecil Eelman,
41) Zea and surresiiem, tvo of which meant mothing to ma. Am ibere’s & rwally
funny comic atrip, featuriag Odmond, the Digpluced fero.
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Woak alas? Ther bamanr, af & kipd, represeoied by ¢ art portfollo of
Footal Sculpiure and “Landusiry” (eoological art) By Hobdip Elassold aod $tluart
Anowlap, apd the Iloterlm Neport af Pecheged Emotlons Producte, Gelivered by
1te chalruea, Mr J.C. Whittaker. HI1] Meyer's docusentatios ol mubwey gratffict
1a jncluded Lo the portfolio. Ees Cempdull's “Ferret Column" is certaiply
bumoracs - ip & w4y - €@ eT9 a coUple of ewlf-edvertisements by Reathcote
#11iaee. Koo Canpbell mgkua wa amily (wervously); therm's no amawer ta
Realbcota Villiame, aud for the rast - the art portfolio — ths anin point of
1t seeme ko ba & cavefully coatrolled palntliessanas (I might except Will Meyer
frop that) wbich may Or 563 DOT be #Igni1f10AAT, ACCOFAIRg to bow pou sew it, 1
LY sua 1t o» 2 0ign that 07 18 wot wo W ¥ me poi
1f Feminda ma of the sowmn, «lePoTate art-jokes of Avbsrom Quin to Ths Napoleom
of Botting W1I, Cheatorion‘s visian pf ¢ static, post-revolutionary Lomdan.
Perbepe Chestarton was a truer propbat than Falla.

Thare are » ocauple af relatad mrticlep - “Leeding u Whore to Culture” by
Psul Nemsond and Patrick Rughes, and “Modd '» & Atrangar ia Paradon”
eguin by Patrick Hughes. “Leading a Whore” seema (I'd aveer) to be tryiog to
eay somathing ebout Wow perception worka, uvalog ezaaples of verbal and visusl
puas, dovhls membings, playe opop words awd finelly, cbisemve avd watatbasia.
Thls bold ay nttantion, end 1e clesrly, Nodically argued  (Miwd yom, I
a1 ree sith the premins: cab wa raglly got Quisids percaptiam im order to
otudy 117 Powever.) “Hold My Band~ iy, reslly, just s collectian of paradozas,
olé and pew! Lt allowed BY aitention ta wedde:

Thare 1g wlan Petar Zoch e “Oblomgota {wic) Somets”. Thim im an asssy In
verbal parancts, mnd o3 how poetry wust be rescusd from tha profsasioasls and
the academlca: T found bt vanfumed, but worib = remd. (Tha ssdulla obloagate -
mat gta, as 1t Le epelt thraughout the easay - 14 apparantly tbe archaic power-
cawplax of the buman brsis: Peter Toch thiake Et's gat we all Lo Lta yrasp.)

Poatry 18 reprasented by Philip Jankicw { I L1iked 6is “On cthe Berch with
Zugane Boudin) and Bart Schlarbask‘s “Ruming and Srandisg St1117 sequence,
a0 Bieot whick got thrawgh to me. Thaee la wlso an unclasalfiadle piave of
pross by David Cavet, caliad "Earrdquake™, which may. or may act, signity
somethitg of res)l leportancs Iapcerciag bow the Word relates to the Sorld.
There la (while ] think of 1t) a i1ively letter fros Poilip X, Dick turad o
the letterpage, telling us how Dicaysius Yives io the U8,

Tt this revigy bas laft the Impreseion of & lively sizup, thaw 1t hua dane
ite job. & great dea), or motbiag et all, could Meppen to Other Times; but I'a
really Interesiad in the outcoms. Apparantly ldaue Thres will fasture Ray
Bradbury esd lap Watacn, shich haa gat to be promising.

1UE OCTOBZR CODMTAY hy Buy Bradbory (Pasther; 1078, 8t Alhana; 173 pp; 50p;
I8N 0-328-04329-8)

Uaviewad by Briao Griffia

This abould pat ba mistaken for the ariginal 1854 colledctias, which #as & Wumper
bumdle of 1B atorisa. This Fanibar colleation vapresants anly 13 af those

#aR being tbat iba misalag anes appear in The Small dssasacin,
iasued by Panther sarlisr tbis year. But thera‘s a raal basus in tbe ehape ot

“The Traveller”, shich wasn't ia tba origisal Gotoder Country, and la takes from
tha Owt-of-print 1RMB collsction, Dark Caritfual., "The Travdlar™ ta good Sradbury,
ewen 1f 1t abawa Mim st & atage vhea B4 das Ot g) divested himalf of Meird Tales
Efpm crudity: It waa sometblog of ¢ tiad for ma. It concerme Gradbury's

Famiiy of everyiay shapa-changere, coffin-dvellers and mecromascers - im particular
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Cecy, the "Apri) Witoh™ sbo can enrer lora tha lifa of ¢uyohe, mnd aonyth
ber Uncle John, the black ansep of the Paally who turkyd imformer. Joba'
rolationshlp with Caoy la sary complex, aad wtiwrly coawipciag: detioitsly
worth a resd

Tha othar twhlva atoriep? AL1 T cam suy in, that T firsi wet tbes whao
L wep fourtesn - and osarly tweuty years oo thar'ra atill growing, cosisg
ulive 1ike the pictu op the spidaraim of the [fluacra Man. OF the cosa
I'va ra-ragd ip thie Pantber aditiom, ! thought “The Jar" came acrose particularly
stromgly; end | poted bow eubtly i1t is releted to "Shelaton™ and "Tbe Owert”,
Bow ie 1t related? Resd tham, and fiwd owt. [f you're 1ike me, you'll read thsse
stories imitially out of eheer appetite for the welrd and wardariul: their
meaDiDg grove up with you. OF iha otbere, ~Tauches with Pire” and “"The Scyther™
beilong to the Death-La-Uperation side of tbe Bradbury specrrum. Ba does '"Thare
wae an 0)d Wowan" - the oDu about Aunt Tildy who wmaoeged to cheat TUeath - whick
cams over as perticuiarly ricb aod stranfs tba leat tima I read it. “Homecomlag™
brioge us back 10 the Pasily: 1t cancerca TImathy, the add-boy-oht amomg him
eldritoh couslns, who la half-maglcal and half-"nparaal", This ade alac
growing aturdily the last time I sbeountavad it; snd for that resson 1 refuas
ta 1111 ap abalytical fiugar (n axplabation or dipcyasion. “The Emjseary”
wam on¢ Of the firet mtorime - the other was "Tha Ful)l of the House of Unbar™ -
that mude @4 ranlisg you cobld ectuelly brivg ni1 to Lifs om the daylit
primtad page; and that, 1f emecuted rightly, tbe sxercime could be etrungely
am woll) am rivetting. (After all, 1f otber people hed emtersd
ions, thep they were ao longer so frigbtening.) “Tha Wind™ iw good,
gbtorwerd borror. The last tima | read "Uscle Einar” (amoiber atory shout
tbe Family) T thaught it was rather insubstamtial; though T way bava teep iu the
wrong mood.

Re-reeding th Just now, T wes particuiarly eurprised st the way the twn
aatirical stories - "The Wetchful Poker Chip of B. Matiese", end “Tha Wonderful
Oeath of Dudley Stope” - bave developed over the yeere: tbey've hecoms much
= the cne sbout George Garvey, the personiliaed Norm,
ange intersctico with tbe world of the avant gerds - e full of
» (apsip, 1've wo totestion of deecribipg thwm bere); wot a few
worde sbour “Dudley Stol eigbt be 1w order. Otowe is ibeliterary 1toes of the
19308 who suddenly e1ope writiog and retires to a Naw Eoglend towm “celled
Obsurity by » daxtls hore cellsd the Past™, dyimg iw order to live.

Thia Mory abould ba read by 13 im the Eng Lit. dupartments of the world,
by all tbe matroplitan arltice and rultural haogers-on of & belf-glive civilisstiion;
but, of course, this will Davar coms to paes - bacavs
foundations aky-high. It reveals tbsi in our time
becoes aleost Ipcospatlible with 11fs, mainly becavse of the ludicrous religiouws
wansration of authors {(mnd, mara Feceatly, because of all the peychoabalytical
datunkiag which ia omly the athar, sacrilegious balf af the dese cain).
But. obligualy. "Dudley Jtoma™ Bua & Swaasge for the af world also. Htone
could pot live ac a maw apd be a famona mginatremm agthar; hut weiters like
Rey Oredbury could, end atil) can, cowbios writisg asd liviag - precigaly

ot the b 1] 4 ghatto conditionn im which they grew gp. The ghetta
pralestad Lbem. They were coi Literature; tbey wers wot Culture; they wars mot
gode 11Xe Bemsngway or Faulkoer; so they were free to live. And bscause they
wers frae to llwe, thay prodused suchb of tda real, llvimg., woforced 1itereture
cof the tima,
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THE NATUME OF THE BEAST by Poter Weweges {Corgt; 1078; Lomdom; 140 pp; Tip, l6EN
0-332-10147-1)

Reviesss Dy Rrian Grifflia

This ia billad as “'a Dovel af ullimate horror', asd Lm 1lkened by tbe blurb

to The Exore hume, becausa Pater Banegas® povel 1s &

pratty good thriller i= ite ows right, mod mot witboul mubtlaty. True, thera ars

® is & quick ssqueoce of voRILiNg end attampted

toare ta (guoss €?) Raplicit Jax bntusan bumso

aod PUPSrbumap ageota; mod the centrad ¢llmax, which le Dicely stage-managed

could by Nildy uomattlicg 3f rend too late =t might, Lbough | muat asy L got through
4t without batriug mb 6relid. BUt tHe BlAck magicimad AFe protraysd
Ly, » rather yathatic bUNCE Of pervaris who are alsply 0o iba wrowg lack
althagether; asd Lhe reglo plored by Potar Me = Is 1bis aoval (= that
regtam at baing wbich cae be the ultimste Borvor, or tha ultimsie Beavily,
sccording to the pature of perecn enteriom i1k. Re alao denling with

tha thema of a poasldIa Toronciliatico of ancieal uoitles, dwatrayed lob axd

Wy the civi) war hatwsen Good smd Eyl1, [n otber words, ths navel 1e weaealsonal-
sutic, but mot mindlasaly mn,

1 showld quickly mdd thet Poter Meocgasm touches Do theds thamep, rathor tham
#xp10red them, rathwr in tbe oasnor of » gaod, famt-mowisx fL1B. This, of caurse,
suggeste tbe book'a obvious veakooes: the mutbor hem writtem 1t very much mitb
tBopa Blich. eade-for-TY Illws (% miod. Everrtuing L a3tsroaliped; ths actiot
2EQ 25810qUE Oftea fo)loW the Pace Of & Scrdenplay retbar thas that af = wovel;
you bardly ever get u the . Tbe the chic
vite af » mindla, cutive type - La ohvicusly played by Tarol
Lyonlay; ake dam really msciet ae = charactar Lo & navol, aba's Jedt am image
y0u e I yaur mind‘ae eye, axcept 3= tha cemtral climas; and thea Jun
& plecs of balploma flotsam {m tha grip of an Arcbatypal Porce. Tbe ¢
Bliack Bagician L rathar more vividly enucurlnd - ba‘a rather :u-huun
ory Persimmone 16 £harl
obvioualy played by Rabert Worley. aciLioa takes placa chiefly
lo Cormmall, oftay two briaf apalla Ip Faw Tork and Lanans,) And tho beroime’s
tow youmg anoa, whO becims & betlle-grouad of blachk saglica) and archotyps}
torces, are srrailght 0ut of a US comwsrcis] foy braexfaat faod. But tbem,
Peier Mancgan 1s & uery commarcial writar: ba takes Londom and Corfrwell and
'-I!uy trapsports 1hea Into mid-Atisntic, whare (In theory) wbey will comsasd
rpér markei; 4o that a twaedy. pipe-amohing Carntab mpimetar can suddesiy
oul witk mentancea lika “Aka'e not very big cver oo yamr mide. OBly &
va!l of bar bocks ever mada ¥ out Ptatamide”. {Thia kisd of thiog 18, 1°®
#Ifreid, porvasive throughant the sovel.)

8rull, Tha Nature of the Beaet ie warth a Quick vead. [ta tho kind af
backs thai reminda you of quite a few other wooka, e Lf Mr Moocges vors cesbing
im on the Strowg esancistinng - and to gond effect, for ba's = compeiomt tochoicimn.
Thua, tbe firat esalfestatine af pareanormal power im tbe two childrew kri
Jokn Wysdhas‘s Chocky to mimd  Thare's a bit of Celcie philology thrawn
~dovincilpg enaugb 16 serve 1te turm; thie follawp tha M.R, James traditlon. The
Caltic page! 38 etralght out of Jobn fnwpar Powya; and tba iscroasimg praliter-
alton af w110 bas: #rousd the haroinp’e ays 1oug vestad houge o Cormwall
Srimge on all NiDde of masoclatinng = the climax of ,5. Lemie'a Thor Nidaous
Steamgth, Coarlas Willimau’ The Place of the Litm, Tha besstis have & superbumes
Frotector ShO eeemd Lo samasd anima) gacrifice (The Lord af the Flica , and
Xingalay Amle’ The Graan Man). 1) right, po Patar Nanegas le eclactic, amd
Commoreh et be kaawe precisely a1 be'y dolng, Ba t(ahag all thasa almments,
484 makes Rla OWn paltura out of them - » refativaly crude and simpla patters,
Wt Sefialtely bia awn: The MEure of the Penss la tboronghly umpredicestla.
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Wepegas 1 good at keaaping thy action gol wnd ibs gypernatursl forcas are
convipclogly protraysé, both sbep Lhey are plarad down ané «heo al) the ataps art
timallty drawp out 1B 1be central climax He's lese §oo6 st ratiooalisisg what
bappsodd, sftar tbe svant {he reminde of Lysl) Watsop La thia respuct: lo
tact, Mowogas® ¢opatious phllasaphy sewss to have been borrowed from Watmom's
Supwrnatura);, tut the suporeatu oveols themsolves uro vivid and coborant
eopugh for this mpt to mmtter too much. This im a good eammple, {n fact, of
& pavel being botter than ita avthor; becauss Peter Nenagas' atyle oowsr ripes
above thy ptive, mnd la bathatic mnd guoay
to an 1ocredibie oegru. {For example, streight after & scame of violmot
baliellty, ws 1100 tbis attempt at poethc descriptlioca: “Blosly raimisg herself,
DacDee piretcbad amd rawvned, looklog &1 she lesl of the sitars ivickllog bafors
God camé atd took tbem im for tbe day.™ p 205 - 1 sweer!)

WE¥ JTORIES PROM THE TRILICWT ZONE by Rod Barlipgp (Bentas: 1975; New York 131 pp.
45p; 1SPH 0-333-06800-135)

favigwnd by Brias Griftio

Conaidored purely am roading-mstter, and not jost as » wostmlgic recrealion ot
tog'a old T¥ » thip 1e much mara Stories from the
‘onte, the otear collectiom I°ve r g has oade &
real uttespt (0 remould bia saterin 0 omiy orceplonslly 4o we foel am it
we're resdiog « Nind Of precis of a TY screeppiay. Htill, Lt°s usdealadlo thai
SerLisg im, Iral ead torewost, = good TV eriter; &nd all tbeae atorias ara
toscalved 10 4omeatielly, vimual, cooe
frust7arad Bt DOl buisg eblo to aee Lhe aclica. Nepeatedly we (ipd Ourselves
beving 10 recobmtruct, ratbsr labariowely. tbs himd af physical deisll thst
1o 18 & sbootisg script; and this (e really = Degatina of tho
ferling wpebda = lot of time msttiog up thbo action i6 visus) tarws, whao be
€ould do tho mame jok much mors sconmmically (n a few imsginstizsly-chosso
sentanca

But 1n Nawr Storisa thesm defects are Mmuch 18ad La ihe fore: and thare’s np
doubt that tbm Ldema bebimd Barlimg'e piats are stroug. Simple and intelligantly
prasantad; and cveo whon prassnted mt mécomd-band, sa (o spemk, 1bay avarcose
tha handicap aupriningly wall - (m this collectlon, anyway. I1f you wam¢ m
resd, with @ few gond 14aas lurking In the subiimios) dark
10 pounce OUt 4t yoU, them SerliDg delivera tbe Zoods.

The bast story Ia "Tha Nidoight Sun”. am uaual, Barling twhes » slanderd
af-1yps 1dea ~ 40 slandard ap to be almost a clicha - and presonts it In stromg,
uimple drapacic te . whila Iotroducing » dletinctive tyist, Thearth haa
(euprime, eurprise) incaplicabl¥ wandsred aut of arbit, and 18 falllog Lora the
fAun. moat of the plot ia tak up with deecribing tbe IDevitabla doaw of civilia-
45100, a6 ampariencad by tws femala charactars in » New Yark spartmsent hoi
But derliiag frases all Thie withic sawother Y4 aad 1 found thia other L4
utriklo 4nd haunting Ha puta Lt acrose almcet subl! 31 hich
auppose, fittiog for » mestar af the TV @dilus. Toa origs
quite mamething.

“Tha Bhaltay” Ia buill roudd 4n eveo more buckmeyad eituatipn: for Lha Ghelter
1a a fallout sbeltsr, aod the plat tukes ua 1Bracgb the laet helf-hour or ao
of & Yellow Alart, with the vaneasr of clvil tias wwiftly cruchiog as (be Boad
bowss 10 00 Mew York., OF course, so've grown used to liviog wiilk the Bomb paw:
abd Lbis, togethar with tha referaasce ta Rruachay (a "The Whale Trulth" dates
the tollectian, which firat appearad im 1962, lat's fsce it, wo've acceptad
1bo Boab: sby, &t euat ba a)] of twn yaarg mince | hgd ay last muclear bolocaust
mightmata -—-. Bul Berliog's presesniaiica of thle old-fashinmed borror is
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iotelligent, bagimnimg with a casy surprise birtbday party for the kisdhaartes
neighhonrdood doctar (tha UB aquivelwot of Apdraw Crulcksbank), wbo, as It
beppama, 12 tbe anly man la the peighbaurboad ta have Built a fallout shelter 1a
Preparetiloa for the Sorei - jwat large enougb for biseslf ané bim family., &
t-up situation, im facti «ad ococe the Tellaw Alert s on, the suspemes
soough. The only defect 1e some trite mermosisleg fram tbe doctor.

Toa Rip Van Winkie Ceyer™ ia about & guog of trsism robhers who hlde theasalvae
apd thely bullioa im a cawd iR tba 2ldd)e af the Wojevs Deasrt, go lako suspended
apimatiop for a hundrad yasra, apd wiks np to whet tbey hops is fracdom Io @ Daw
world, tbalr fantestic Baul Baving loag simce “cocled off*. Thia 1s, quite aleply,
® good mtary, micaly worked out 1a termsa of stroog, 4lsple Arasa (evep Lf tde
blurb-writsr doam glva the game away).

"The Might of tha Mark“ im about Wow a drunkes, down-at-besl Zsnta Claua sa
a Christaas wtore snddealy ticds bim[t facad with the comtimuana creatian of
(1841 Thin im very D1 ] 1, asd 1o the and I faund
ayrell likiog it. Ada slwaya with oorli.ng. the cestral ides is »orTh readicg, evan
over atretches of flat pra

"Bbowdown with Rasce Sclres" alao deals #ith myib-turped-reality - tha myth
©f the Amarican Wept., This tise the patbatic, tamperamentsl *
TV Woatars sarisma finds himmelf facing tae gua of the peal J
Thie 1e played atrictly 2or lawghe, and Ls largely eucceeaful — axcapt tay the
purely visual gaga, af courss, It woold e wvep fubniar an 1be lirtla scyeen.

Zisally, “The Woole Truth™ 1a a meat fable obout & wsed-cur dealer who
buye ea old crock which i3 beise buumted by tos spirit of Truth: while be
poFsssede the oar, ha 14 comgtreimed to tell the Thale Trach =t all times.
Thie would Do much Tusalar ah TV - ¢ good chgractar actar like Walrer Matlihau
<oold do & ot with 1t. 4a it La, feat rasdisy aboot Bis Incredulows erpraseioca,
i double-takes, bis poppiag syea atn, 14n’t sbaugh. But, as always witb
Bod ferling'e pbtu, tba idea 1s Intelligearly workad out: aod sbea politics im
brought im, the etory becomse s couviscing paradie ebout Capitalism, Commmiay
aad iba Thole Trusb,

WEEN 1 WAS 4 BOY, | WATCEND TER WOLVES
1: Toe Mep luside (Lancer Books; WEA; 1873} our-oi-primt)

Ihe oovs) conceres the agonising life of w dise¢iple of the Mulm Ineciturae,
copdemaed to raturn over 48d owar ta tha carrmptbodies of the weak eod wged mnd
to bring them to life.

The sptrasce la always the moat #ifficult operatliaon, Involwing & traumatic
sinigtorieation. Omca vithio the patieot's bedy actlana wust ba amift or
aruptioo frow tha dyiag crestoru’s Tamcerows guts will ba cataarophic. Traimed
smoipulatiap of tha cuttipg isplement gquickly eiclimss tha disamssd tisswe. The
exit iw dlacreet. iftervard, the patiemt will be cured und the Alaciple cen
ratgre to 1ile-amixa with the pride of the our upos 2im. (Alternative
aoding: tbough the patiast will by dead thumwill be 20 pualabment. Ome lite
44¢h yaar 10 a talerakie paymemt for the disciple‘s layalty.)

2: Io the Encloeure {loheri @ale: Lapdom: 1676: &3.8S; 100 py; 12BW O-TORI-3M11-2)
©Origioal Bditioa: ivam; Mew Tark: 1079; 98c; 100 gp; [4BM 0-280-13073)

4 man 19 wrkting s Sook, but ha dowan’t Xagw why or for shos ke Le writipg.
e — with tvo bundred u. fort-qavea xiadrad apirits - hae beeo place ip tha

1 ® and la n ok! fa that his ceptors aight lears wvbat
Bia Jatest book 18 aboot, Ba, though ahlt ta talk st Jepgtb sdcut zeology, 1
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whable and unwilliog to underatand wbat 1e bappensing. As witb moat well-
adjusted allans, Quir (for 1t 1a hel} 13 e caaual, tbough <bsessive, fucker.

A2 also, ip odd mamepta betweep intsrrogation owd intercoured, »Tites the jorrasl
fros which d1s pitiable mtory can bes read. Fimally, after twenty-pipDe sonths

of captivity and a meat betrayel of an unkmown associats (oot, of course, a
peradoxical cellieon of worde), Quir resolves to eacepe. With the mesistance

of ¢ fomele, Mala, and on wver dabl) 1 bip ke effects a return
to the plenst of origin. And the revelatico 15 moet depreesior.

Thée muthor daes Dot yaot koow what bis cext noval will be about; he will goan
ba told by the susa, his oaster.

In the Erolosurs 1e not a siraightforward noval; Rsltherg lo too <onsclentlioue

lnd emittcd & writer to accept m ope-dimensional book. Howev hin chbosen
atiop may wake bis ork eppeer coptusing, impecetrable

and pnrhuvn =vep borimg. FRis writing otyle would seam a major problem ia
that be favours loog construvation with mumerous sodifying clauses and sudclauses
Sucb etyls is perbaps ¢ consequeoce of a desire to “'get ineids” a cbaracter's
beed: wosto? Malaberg‘s work (novela aod short etor19sa) is apperently written
by the character it porports to discuse A atrict *
presentation, tespersd by a pervssive paranoia, lends lencth and cootusion to
any nerrative. Toough In the Enclosure iw a povel of sptreopment it e oot
« novel which one becomes entrapped in. The prose style 15 simple, the peoetyation
of Quir's chyrgcter deep and clqan,

Further cobfusion arises froa Maliberg's use of tbe metaphor. Om the surface,
In the tnclosure dlscussea the captivity and escapa from captivity of a perty
of alisns who camt to Earth 1o peacefully givs kaowledse to Eartb; it to
e, howevar, to ke an exssination af the difficultien fscing » writer workiog
im ao uoputurel gewre {1.a. af; and "onnatural” 1o thet ooe would pot mesm
“qua lifed" to write af without kmowledge edditiooal to tbat to be derivad
from the Mving of coe‘s lite). Soch an imterpretatico may have eprusg to mingd
only am = casasgoemca of Mglrzbarg's stoouscement of ratlrémant (from af, Dot froa
tiction); other interpretations will parksps spriog to miod st arher tlessa.
Malzbe = novels ara iwvarisbly ebout mattarp other thal what thay séem to be
about. Lower/higher levele (oeenings?) are pot slweya, indeed bot often,
discarnable; ane‘s camprahengion can never be complata. For thim reseon, and
tor others, Walzbarg 15 ¢ »Titer wbose work daserysa to be rand and fe-rosd.

The prive reason, bawsver, why an audience widely exposed o of Bight fimd
Malsberg "Aifficult” §s that he does not wriks »f. Fis movels apd stories may
occaslonally be decorated with a apaceship or with an aliem or with a chunk
of astroravtical lather, but rhey are aot about apaceehipe or allena or
matropantics. Tven those most sclentifically “hard™ pavels, The Faliing Astromawts
and Reyond Appollo are coscarned less with Bardware ihan with software to be found
witbis = Wuean body. ParBaps a1l of Malzberg'd work ¢ap be sasd to be &n

igatlon on a pay 1 level of tha varfous inter-relationanlps of
mgn pud bim sovirodmast. (Reference ta the bovel Imdarlay ~ wherela a swall-~
tiwe gamblar wost 1yomically loa bis wifa, hias moasy, and bls life hecause
ot his with a ra K — ought to dispell the conceit that
nvim-nnt" is inverigbly e concept with "aciantifle” avertonee.} Such
1oter- bi #od soch bave not oftan bean the aunbject
wettar of af, tdough J.G.Ealla¥d has writiea about them. Tha 8cCOpe, Rowewer,

work 1a dar tban that of Ballard, alidough both autbors examipe

of " 1" man. {(AD adslosicn- asnce lag Maliberg,
J.4. Ballarxd baen dieplaced my favourite guthor: I cam 0o loager baar to
yaud Ballavd, still gramtly pojoy to read Maleberg.)

The reading of Malzberg ougbt, them, to both widep om concaption of #f wod
draw ope toward £icti1oo which 1s not petulently Iabelled science fictios
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3: Gulazties (Pyramid Books; Dew Yark: L973: $1 25; 1260 p 1580 0-313-03734-8)

fom unforiubate for tha Zxipatoue - Lhmt magnificamt esa unilque vagual - to

Lurck 1tudly (210 tbe black galasy. MNov unfortusets for pllot lesa to ba
trapped s=nd pa farced 10 ravide with five bundrad odd slowly esexening dJend

=em 1D 2 AINE0S1001989 VOLuBe Of mpacm - Intop ch Do ope £aD 100X but from
which ALL cam lock out How {or‘uomts, bowsvar, for 1beore tc be «n aPpe,

far Ihnre 10 #3140 (b8 (abled “lachyanic” drive (mursurs of EPProval, veast
apllquea frow the mudience) through which tha @ipatone cavld akip. How
grateful ve abovld be Lbat Lesa found mpt hell Byt salvatlod, burped not to

» CIndar but ewdrged fredb end mlive upon tha etreata af Aidgetseld Ferk, Mew
tersey Freah and slive, mod praparad to valk lbe ta beyoud \be gbatto.

NOW, AS A MAN, T AON FSITE TRE WOLF-PACE
--- Amdrev Tidmarsh, 13/4/1976
-

ETAR PROBE by Joewph Grasa (Nillle
047-8)

Lowmdoo; 1978; £3.00; 461 pp; (ARH 0-BBOOU-

Ravirwad by James Corley

Bosonne, gomswhere, (400 [bis tiosly howed sbavesaes of miNd will Soatimus
throughout the raview 1's afraid) ocuce meid eamathiog to tbe aIfect tbat thars
ars coly 3 , or perbape 7. bamic mtorlas. mll otbars belos varietiops om =
thema. Probably ki wes Obakespeare who slenys nickiog other panpla's stuf},
and maid lamget svarytulog anyesay.

o «f » straug cues wam mado out, for all 1 kwow by Dooald Wollbeiw, ta ByYing
the pusber dows to twa: tha wa rtul imvaotion dariveing from ¥olle aod (he
wopduru) jourmaey, which thoae aprang trom V. Depanding an parecnal
proclivity the oxact numbor 1a almoat infinitely varimhle, 12 yau belisve IC°s
all trap {ar an Darko Suvin would gay = it ot cogmitive estraagessar)
the wumber im ane, or If you can‘t briag yoursalf to crodit auck a ridi¢mlouvs
1déa it wnuld aqual Bowsyar aany hooke FOU'Ta rapd,

BUL 1o togla with 1t docs ook as 1¢ Jaaaph Groom la vewriting Ramdezuouc
plot from Jumse White {1€ Lt
1'd certuiuly racommend kt), [t

cap’'t guits resesber tha t1t
atariad off somoth (3]

Wo LULAYrUpT YOUr regxular Subday progremmiog far = nowellash atrowomara
detacted s vnidentiZied 1l4BC about two Glllico kllommt ovt 1n epaca, .all
agree rhim iw vary unlikely ta 4o a oatural phooomsocn...Owr Salar dysteam is
ahout ta te wi 4 by from asather s1ay alystes.™

Wasch #a hav Star Probe starta. But to Tasurrect [hla ¢fory an sgas would he
Inpcossbln. #ir Clarks's vislting slisos apacesdip wAs surely, ta ¥es the
mdjactiva which Arthur €, bas madn ki véry ows, tba uitissts. Wume, ihat vast
datailod, amd apparently aible cramtiom, was & #tar i ktw ows right. Abnd
€larko 4id wot maha the tako, 1 Niven with Ringuorld, of dimiolebing
bis wooserful Inveatiom with la pired redlous womdsrful journey. Ruma
®ah 4 Teak, a voritahle tour da forea, which =113 ba unequalled for many yrara.

Obvlously My Grean In awars that bim lage are oot loog moongh ta follaw

(o Clarke‘s footataps. Ha clowverly, wod wimely, romcoatratca om the raverse

of tho caln, tha napannad allan proba is ralegated to tha hackground, m mere
Baypole for the characters to dance amuod. [t quickly devalops that bis

chosan Thama La aelther iDveniico nor journay But the far older Batthe of the Hexca.
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Asrold Bastsos, presidapt of Rockats Isterosilomal, persos
1tas/agare a/creativa/curigws/resscnabla. be Lmsedlatsly bagine to organime
B Jsuork (O Istarcept asd Captura the Vipstor bacauss “Tbe techaclogicel gaiamm
from being able ta #tudy an isteratellar rocket sbould be snarmoua™, Cowld
mnyone mrgue wilb such » ssoaibla acalysis? Ob yes thay could, tbay will,

¥oriaGon's gwn apaca programpa la sa the doldruss  Womas tha Shwpely
form of Jodie Carsoo, loadimg figure af the Hee Prisoda of ths Barth, 15 lobbrisg
atroogly thet "Thore are too many huogry childrem io South dmorica for ue 1o
Jet WorldGov burb up mtil) more billicos ow ussloes apaco pragrasa”.

® Map - mcimot-

Harcld, » more humano aan then ¥,C. Finlds aver waa coably
that »pio offs fram spaco reasarch - wasthor matollitea and o on - are aging
wore thato eoythisg olen for the atarvisg willioss. But Womsn la L)logical
UATOREONeD]0/umaticnel and alao Liberated. for Jadic ia alise S
Tesdar or FOB, wdO can hot Obly make 11fs O1fflcell toy Werold
protast marches but cen a1pc kidosp him &t the Crucial mowest.

oward

AP Lf he $)d0°Lt Bare probloms eoougki Por tbe year ta only 2011, development
agoay 1a tight and ¢ TOChRY T an caly make 1t one may, 1t cen #top the
prabe but (L'l) peam ea closs to tha aus that the matranawt gete fricaisd.
Afn't wo'ome (o bia right aind goowa pick wp that bag af mgge.

Luckily Narold
vegotable. Ne mluo be
before pessing of. fud bis brale pstters asta » cosputer tape (and whichk well-
kpo=n #f BoOk €048 \bat ruwlsd you of? These duys wreryibisg's bees doae
tafors), Now omly Sarcoma etands Lo the way. ..

pepuically but with ths brain of &

The §LOC Kkoed OB pradictsbly umd cateriainisgly voough, Yomas im bedded Bet
not won aver. 1t's 0ot a1l chat (mportanc. Thore s ¢ deeper leval wod 1m
aptie of 1ta vadically ¢ifferent sppromch Star Proba sm the BOEt epgrosaing
noval to coms wy say aieca (hat aller-ogo Rondowvous with Foma. [p Rema, tho
keoroe) im thalntallactus! geme af puttisg togetbar, probably for tha fivpt ilime
aver, am imtsrsiellar sbip which might actoally ba ble in tarma of mxiatiog
tochoology {altbough simce tho origie was alien {larko added savaral things
avtaide the mo=n}. [0 Star Probe Grees hangs abto = muperficimlly trite etory
the fur more lateresiiog lufrastructura of the ¢OALAMPOTARY Argusant: (o what
dlrecclop ahould acience be hesdion? The Prabs itaslf La nothing mors (han
4 Chvigimas Traa baubla

Quilé pre#iclabdly be soggeats, with a comsendabla luck af didecticimm, ibal
spaca research le & Goad Thlog. Tm facl ke givas 1ba Ieal word to Arthur
C. Thatahianame himecl?, gootibg im & pastecripl = spaach (rom tba Triesta AP Flim
Festivel 1871

"1 think Ihe apace progcammc bae bowo lergaly TepoNsibls for 1bis murge of
interest 1n scology - thoss wonderfuvl photograahe of the planet Eartb bed &
trumendous paychnlngical Ispact. [t°a po colnclidence that o Bacama swers
0f the acalogical criaia ai the pracisa monant whap =a eaw out beautif

graen plavet hanging ovar tbe lifeloms moon. What wa moed mow L» Dot Jome
aclesce por 1

techoology tut mare of batb - but they wust bu c¢arafully plembed.

Nopa but tham gf autbors are mctorious aoptimiatm, st t t
are. Thamo wbo really wolimvad in their doom-ridden glimpaes
ot the future loug ago gave up croatimg a litarary herltugn. cashad Ln their
Jife (osurab¢s mod got blisdisgly drunk Mr Groen for oam lm &b optimiat, ke
balisves that oclanca ulréntricted ia bepeficlal to emohingd. A pity Barcoms
d1d wot bévé sl basd the atatistic¢s sbaut 1bs ouskeowrof ICBMs iw relaticn to
tha aumber of wasthar omlellilse. m plty ¥he didp’t adks 10 4o the plunour
who wie 40IDE ta change Ibm ralio, but the aulbar slweyd gots the Lest word
1% thesa mattara.
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4nd that | reelies 1s what ¥as mo ongrossing aboul thbie book - | disegres
with wvery wor¢ of 1ta underlying pbiicmopby. HRockots Iotérnaticas! doee pot
exiot but FOE, the Fricads of the Earth, dors. The roamodeblsnsds of Lhe real
Jiie organiastion ie mhowo by the faci that they Nava not yot kidoapped Mr
Gresn, 10 opile of bin malign trestwant of tham. Howswsr, it you want 1o
choogs thls policy by domacratic participatias, you can got o momberakip form
Irom:

P?. Portland Sireet,

Londoa W1¥ 1DC

Aemambar: AOCKETS DESTHOY THE OZoMe*

THE WOUWTAINS OF TRE SUM by Chrimtian Leourier (®illlogtco; Loaéon, 1876; €3.00;
176 pp. 1Sk O GE000-DE1-3)

Reviasad by Janes Corley

My doar fricnd J.0. Heioz tella we tbal mclence fictloo bas bero going tbrough
a lean poriad (u La Balle France sinca tbe arret days of Cyraco de Borgorsc and
Julen Verne. Outside the Garllc Curtmia Heips ia the acknowledged éapert oo
the aubjeci haviog maen Plenst of thoAp#s on telsvizian and coce having read

« revisw af Robert Merla'p Malsvill{lo V59 actusliy). Waw that The Moumtains of
the Jum has gugmentad thim yaat fuod of esparleace We concludes t
caotinsolal oeighbours aré achewimg to coroar the rket 1n etol
cataatraphe oature end wilt doubtlese scom bé LOCroducing FEC
ban a1l otber types of Iiclion.

elation to

The catastropha here 12 & Flood ehich bae raducad civiliastine 1o & tribal
layal, =dd 10 tble & ahifl In tha magmetic poles allowiog & period of intgome
COMMLC ray basherdesnl which cemsss pbydical régrasnioo ia mowe Of Lhe Crid
théo to ¢omplete the pat-pourri (Brow io  the ocup’cap of » riian colony
whith, cemturice aftor Like diasster, (s about to ombark oo = recomquest at thé
mother planet.

From m chmuvinietic Abgla-JaX0a Y1ewpnint Lbe cnsewble (s wot asbiticus 1D
(erow of origimality. Hoiot La workiog ob = thoory that jndlgebous post
catastrophs atories pesk dramaticelly mbartly aftor a naticn gatm bold of
H-bomba to plsy with. cartainly tbs Praoch aguived their atomic toy wather lmter
than the reet of v dut oncea ihs Iblitial aupharia waere off (have will be am
~qnally suvodap ducline, alrondy cbmorwsd ta BEritain mnd Aperica. Fortunately
unconaclous af thim psycho-gocial determiniem, Lhough mtill fluehed wilh the
navelly of the powsr to blsst the world heck luta tbe mtoon agm, Lacurler,
deacribed by Midlingtan a¢ “France’s laedidk yousg manter aof sciance flenion™
ruvenls him naticoa) haritage by roncentratisg o tha mternal politics of Lhe
thres groupa of umanity ha sritoa ahbout  {Hadly de Gaulla abaliahed the
popular poat-war aymiom undar which gvary welc eduit was allawad tn be Prime
Minister for s perlod ol f1va mimutes; ovéem ao they ara atil) paramount In
tha political area - a @isple Corpa Diplo ue plate ensblee youy rar ta
reaide on & dovbla yellow 1180 for unlimitad pariode. Basi¢ Traffle Warden
tralotog iscludee a wayoiog aboui passible puclesr ratalistivo.)

Cal, the boak's haro, robola againat the taboom mod Wylha which kesp bia
sgriculiural triba isolaled 1o their valley, Ne roaliaca Lbat by Sastraying
1be aytha ke cun uauep tBe DowsT Ol 1he ch1of and taka cootral bimmelf.
Crowning tha Mountaioa of tbe Hun We discovers a trike of ratrvograde nomads.
Ona af thege, Au-Yang, oftracided by the tuniera bocsusa af « atuvated leg.
aceals horawa amd the triba) prisatecan und takas off withb Ca) back to th
viliage. Tobe bot purauit of the rinilive nomsde parsuadss Lhe villeg
break tbeir taboo ead head For freadér pasiures, FEncamping In the dafessive
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baves af = ruised clty they encounter a Mertian wzploratico party who ere iacllioed

to hreak their ovn politically isposed taboo about oon-tavolvement with natlve
aftalra.

Tos varioup diplamatic ploys which go on form tha asswnca of the baok: betwarn
Csl and his chief, amoog the Martinng, and & fimal coup Jatat by Ap-Tang, tow
cureé of his Jiwp By wcisnce, sgaiset hia own leader. Ii’'a tempting to thimk
thet thy comtloaica, with advgoced Marriana, psatoral vild and 4eed retrograde
oousds 13 1o harmony, was as mllegorical raisopale for laktiog Perfsdtaus
Alpios iato the Common Market.

Probably oot though. Tbe youmg waster akows mp awarsodas af We &t all).
Neins cenpot yrovida me with gny ststietics coAcaroing the laval of pabatrativae
of Britisph sf ecrope the Chamoal. Bis packsge towr iavestigaciocas of the
chaspar landa 1ad obly the Amaricess, privcipally Dox Saizd
snd Flaak Gordoa, fightlog alomgalde the Teuloalo might of Perry Adodao. @&
batrier as formidable as the Wouotains of the Suo seemp to isolete us. The
yoahg RASCAY 1@ BATe Scpblsticated than the above meniioped bur the imerices
1ofluspce 18 vaslataleabls. Iadeed the Freochness of the bock neads = kéwn
eye ta detact

Ofasppolotingly, from Ihia fovalgn land rhers 18 Da -lrgmo of » radical
nar spproach, nOothiag 10 equal oovalty of # lea‘s Polieh
Solarie . 1t ia a coapeteni aovsl Deterthsl tbaugh whether Leowrier would
warit thw deacripiian of a “leading young master” 1o the wider poo! ve ere
femilisr wich is highly dl tanl Lacking i1y of plot, which the W
majority af Boaks do styuay, tha quality of wrilting eust ba a criterion, esd
bare u forsigh wrlter la at the mercy of bis travslatoy. ThHe Mountaing of tha Sim
waa trammlatad by the Berklsy Publlshiag Corporatiop who translate
woold aspact & CATPOPAEIOD ta translate - rather pedestrian and blend, Ca va
en Vanasgul mtght say of he will appreci tha dedma
of watching avatancee olevan olavaes long, doubtless a pustic flow of rhytovie
ia tmorigloal lamgusge, collapalag under tbelr owo weight, bot tha plaspure ia
only ocomslonsl.

A1) thinge canaldyred, 1t camas out As & pleadani eacugh book, mot a great
viptags but =n acceptal win ordinasrs. Ir will win po Huge ewards unl
the Fremch, =y happsand with tha receat Priz Ooncourt 't solicitina votes
with bricke through windowsa abd patrol boaba. You bave baen warned. OF¥i.

A fioal wovelty incidentally 1e the publisher ~ Millington sesma to bave
wpgearad on the scens vary recently yet besiday beimg prepared ta take chancde
wilh unknowns like Lecurier tbey mlpo boest ac impreasive 1iat of eatabllisbad
amdors from Roger Zelesny to Harlanm Ellison, their duat cover ari sork by
ARA the priva, » arandard €3 for tbe two

aned, {9 g4t ut w remacnable point on the infletlomsry spl
(B Contracts pbould ba want to me care of the aditor, Mr Willingion.)

.

DECADE: TRE 1950s wéited by Brian ¥W. Aldiss snd fAarry Barrisoo (Macmillan: Loodon;
1978; 218 pp; £3.96; BN 0-233-10001-7

Raviaved by Cor:

Lot me atata at tbe cutset that tbis 1s an antarteiciug collaction, much better
thap tts predecasscr Decade: The 1940a which I reviewed 1o Veotor 72. True, the
of of the 30308 was mors lityrate apd more thoughtful tbam tast of the previooe
decade, while lasa tims ban pemddad TO demn 1ta predickiods and date 11s atyles
and thamas, 3o it eapler foF tba aéitors to £1k1 tbis volume witb good
atories thes the 1aal, but they have Oane more rhat tbat and have svoduced

a wsll-balanced waich ia rep. lve of 1t t1ee.
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ANd sbal were Lhe Tharacterlatics of 1050s of? To precia tbe lotroductiona,
iney wore (be appuirsnce of tbs »ofL scicocos alabgalos pRyRIcs and chbwmintry
&8 acqspieble thowd waterial, and the advast of “efcond genersiion™ wrllere
w00 B34 growa up oo the 19308 Pulps and wantad ta produce 0wetbibgp better. The
reauity sece pew idees, viperieeniaiion and bigher 11terary atandavds. Ibdeed,
Lha rryes of 1950s novrla (by Bemter, Oick, Miller, Siwrgecn wed Eortbluib &
fabl] roepured welll sLth 1he atsndarda of 1976. The 1Dtryoduction slec oLioon
animay'e The faked Som (eic). 1bm 1030a ware abviously BOYE Siperiwsnts
thao 1 had thought. On ¢ more rioua mqio, it's & pily that the 1o1roduction
rofera to Worray Leinatar ap oke who 1a “stil) wrilisg today”, ten sonibs
afler bip danth,

Qoly ome of tbs twelvs slariss {"The SIar” by dribor Clarke) cas de meid Lo
have puifered from Over-espaau tbOURE BOsSL nf the olbars bave besn wolbologleed
1omewbere aince tbelr original aegazine publicatian. “'The Star™ la alwo the
only Hugo wivoer {Or fime] womince, wvan) 1= ths collection.

True to the Intraduction's prowime, the Lwt Openlog storica are concermed
Uk the oow themen af ecology amd paycholomy repectively, Jamoa H Echmitz’as
“Granpa" ia a puzzla atary cenkrilog oo alien wcology. This 1a a Iatrly
typicel Schmitz, with 2 juvanile hero mbowiag LP adult ioflextbiisty, Eatherima
Muclesn's “Tha Sonwhall Effect” esploree tho cbain-lettar synorome. Tbe point
im thal nelthar ur thasa atories would bave been acceptabia to the mditars
or readera af a7 magazices 10 Lhe 1940m.

Avother psychology stary luter im thy wcok, "Tha Two-Haoded Eogloe" by
Henry NUItner, im womislakesbly of tha 1950a, bucsume it tekes the trouble to
2uplain Lhe derivation of ila title (Miltne‘s Lyeidag) sod the ramificalioos
thareof, whila » ballmark of wtaries of thy 1060a asnd 1970a bas bern Lbat Lhe
rasder ie left to wark pul such thimgs for himself, But Kutioer‘c tule im
1-puced despite the lacturam, 1t guffara only (rom  pradicisbla and

Te¢ suthore who could oot feetifiably b. beso éxcluded irom tbm anibolomy
are Ray hredbury spod Cordwaioar Selib, whough opither im sbuwo Lo his Dasl
advantage hy the cbalca af Story. “The Pedesiriao” by Bradbury 19 4 oalve
POIStLOD Of tha eacalating (rend (af tba esrly BO04) Lo miay iu mod walch
It succosds aoly 46 eatiTe, and #ved this éspect hue diwiwisbmd wilh tbe
§ yosre. (] mueip’L be to0 Critica) bere. ohviously “Ths Pedantrimp”

cted beceamue of 11 1P80e flavour, sad *IDly 1L bas somslbing to
~Scespers Llve 1n Valo' was Cargwajasr B 8 flray publisbed siory,
with bim 1pInitable wtyla not fully gaveloped. 1L'# anjayable sLil), but his
later work 1enda 10 be better. Richard Natheood 400 Boward Fast eve lmrgely
Ignorad Lo0ay, 40 1°® pleansd ta @a¢ & good #tofy by esth jocluded hare.
Anothar very guod wtory - perhapa the mostl powerful aod lesst daléd (p Che
anthology - 1a "The Edge of The Saa™ by Algis Budrye, which teolls of ORé Dan'e
ogla-aindad datarninatine ta anlvage & mystery capmule froo a storwy ome.
ence It's u character atudy, which mehee it ane af Leirst such i at.

The last atory an ancmaly. It Lp PhilLp Joaw Parmer‘e “Sail oo’ Setl e¢n'"
which, deapite hay(og bean published 1n the aarly 1040a. 16 very much of the
19608 Tt 1® a parallel worlda matira, gharp-adged and magnificeat. Polotlag
the way Lo the mext deceds, 1t makag tbe perfort takl-ploce. dnd Lta desomsebt
uyaboliiaes tbe fate of sors traditional af during tbha 1060w.

OF courae, sereral good autbore of ths decada ¢ bauo cmltiad. In particules
1 would ) 10 bave weon coutritintione trom Juwse Bliwb, Pbilip E. Dick,
Aoker! A. Buimlein foor af his 8tYoDgly anti-Ruasian atorles, parhapa, hncmuae
ot Its relevamca to ths 1930a}, Frirs Laiber, Theodors Sturgecn aud Jobo
Fyodham. But obwigualy tbare 18 & tametiralnl of ppaca. Rarriecn and Aldise
heve done a grod job berm, #nd [ recommend thia anthalogy,




s YECTOR 73

THE TORLVER WAR by Joe Meld "o i 2 Nicolwan; 1075; Lowdoo: 234 pp;
£3.80; ISE® 0-197-77001-2/0rbit; 197¢; Londoo: 33 pp; €0p; 19BN -6800-7801-8)

Raviswed by Ian Waiaos and Chrie Evans

Thie covel, by Vietoam veterap Joe RAmldeman, who kay niso published a sbort
sutoblographical noval about bie eaperiences tizr Year, Solt Rinabart & ¥Wibacton,
1972 - sow qut af print, though a limiied Ababar of autggraghed coples wre
wyeilabla froa tha anthor, accordimg to u quartar page pd 18 [ocus 786}, bes just
wob the Mabula; and 604 ¢un astily ase WAy - 44 wall ss why this was Ao uniorsom-
ats cholce.

The Foreuver Kar le silok, tough jJourneliwms-fiction aut of tbe Andng sreble
ond cortainly en impeccable edventurs novel, «o far ae plot and ection - and
a whale lot of realistic ipaction go: and tbs idea of e eisr war Tought under
Eipsieinian time-distortion cootralota 1a fescimetisg (you cem find yoursell
ting abips tbal come, tachoologically, from tbe fwturs, LT your own tlwe
oriloa op thim sortle i greater tbaa tba enesy'el) besides praviding
the hero witb a l1fe-epan oX 1200 years objective Tarkb history.

Byt, oo balunce, Hsldeman'a i3 » chromiom-ylated world; bowever many
cusunlti. aod wracksgs it pyustaing, and howavar maoy bodies sre msuled.
1t relies on chromiyms-plated shortband, tou: nova bomby, tuchyom tarpedos,
collepser juspe. all clich 1p elickly - but motbisg moch gete worked omt ix
depth.

Actuslly, the bii ot 10 moar detall s the
qld Hatolein fighting muit cut ot Starskip Troopers, with aply & few madificaticos.
Apd {ndesd the ressap why the bopk kma beén a0 laviably pralasd 1o America is
that ir 1 an aari-Nesnlals dowsk a turnlay of Starehip Froopers on 41k» head,
2 ¢CODACIOUS DreAORTArion 1% the light of Vieinam of war aot as glarious but ae
mtupid ané meavivgless, trumped Up by & future Pentagos on the basla of liem,
equivalent ViatRas-vise to the Toakin Gulf incidant. Tde enemy ia oo eaemy; they
oever attacked. Oooe started, it°s difficuli 1o stop iba £, because tbe sasey
atre Ip fact & Dalural olope, who don’t tbiak the eame way as busans. Oy the
1£ kuto ooe collective

encity called Map: and communication witb the apumy-clops becomee posalile.
<) in pr ua a) § alap sband, #ipca tha war gots
etopped, mnd Man thy Clone @ i by

¢) ang lady cate breader worida for “normgl umans nnln -hnnr Qur hero
Teaorts for & raar-jerker cliche sndisg: “0)d-Timér bas Pirae Chilg~. And

Il live bapplly wver after. Which emema to b avading sl]l the (Atereating
ivauss, [1 clonas gre better, why? What 19 cloue-coopcioudnnan? (Tha woat
that wo leayo gbout this is sa followa: he enid that I o‘jv_gri coulga't
understand 1t. Thare were mo worde f0r it, wnd 3y brain wouldn‘t be able

to sccommodete 1hw concepts even 1f therda were warde All right, It cousded

& little fiaby, but | willdng ta accept 1t * {p 233) - ¥el), realiy!)

Haa Xan turaed 10to bis Faceleas Eoeuy? Ia this die downfall - or kls redem-
ption? The reaily loteresting ideas 9ve ¢ll sidestepped tor the tasr-jerker
tinale. Given tba Yieinam Insplration, too. and the book's aomina) anci-war
poature, 1t eeems lronleally unfortunate tbat ibe Eoemy abavld correspond to
the o)d clithe of Facalape Bordua {(the Chinesa, iba Cong) and tbai tbera aboule
be 00 mental sécommodntiop whatewsr: dimply & ratreai back bowa to Maiopteser,
Miédletown USk. Nothipg bes bewn lesrnt. The . too, 1a a dlagustiog

aad Ho0dy mieteka. but the mctico, gliding slang courtesy of tae chromium-plated
tachnology - even Lf tbis rips bodiws to sbreds tiwe exd aguik - i¢ e

(hecavse there 1¢ Do otber raal theme) iwtoxiceting; sod tbué [ would sey tbat
the boal subverte ite eptl-wsr theams - just it dowe DOL coma Lo tel
witd the upshat of ihe war ~ and coe prims ransoe why thie buppens 1s thet the
baok relids on s0 much »lick shorthand. Curicusly, repuleive ac the ldaology of
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Stavahip Troopers tm, Starsiip Troupenrs remainm the betier book: mare coherenc,
moro thaught nut wn its philosopbical implicationa, and Ihe wey the technology
reflccts thesa,

The Forcoce Aar 18 & Osdn fine rasd; acd i11°¢ el)l wroog.

~== lan Wateon

A few yoars ego whom the Ol¢ Wave/Rev Ware comtraveroy wab ot 1Cp height, one

of tha oa)or criticiaes levelled at tredikiopal of by Lhe nawer practitioners

of tha genre wae that its fictinn wep al] abowt hardware and that the

Buman A1tystion wea not cobviocingly portrayed, Io retaliation the older wrigers
<compiaingd that the new at placad toc much emphanis on peycdological conflict

and ptylistic exparimeninmtion to the detriment of conlenht. Both erpusents

Tatged relevant objectioos. on Che one hapnd, & Prooccupation with Kedee1s wnd oo
engineering @anual meotality, op tbe otbay herd so abmesalon with foro which often
resvlced obscurity and preteoticusncxs 1o rocest yeara, however, ths bettar
o authure buve cuobined the sirecgthe of both approachss Lo produce work which
L& bOLh enterininiog and reslsatic on & huaen Tnvel. Jae Halderan-s THe Forevsr
P 1o such a book, gateossbly mpmce opera Dut in remlily « algeificaat
contribution to the genre.

Counparimons with Helolein's Starship Troopsr# arw inevilable siocs both
novele dem) with the fuoction of tbe military in (olecwtollur war. Dut whorcas
Heloleln madn mo attampta to hide hie syspathias for Lhe armed forces, Haldoman,
binoelf = combat velavas, {a fer mora mmbivalont in his spproack. Ouve senmen
come reatdual atfoctinn 2or the bonknmie af the nray but thia im overlaid by am
urarwoess of the intransigesra of the military mind and the blurring of
lodividusl identity by « marahelliog 1oto wnits. In The Forcoer Wir

boLh theme fuctars ere acrootuatied by the mature of the conflict: central coowand
i phyaically remnto, light-yaara away, and the moldiara are scvered fram thoir
rolatives and frizeds an Earth by wirtue of the relativistic nifects af inter-
wlellor travel, Whoroas Hefolain glomsed ovar or ignored tne problew of time
dilation, it ia tho centrm) thema of The toreuar Kir. Tho troope are litorally
#lionated, thoy caist ip = vetuum, shuttled from aign to cawpaign. their tirs
with Eartb inexcrably witbarisg. their futurea atatiatical fmprobabilities -

for wil) mpurvive.

The strike forcea comprime both man and wowon, mad prowctian 18 datermibed
by cowbut «fiiclency alose. Haldoman 0aes not duel) on this Lavovellan, mé o
ltomer writor might be templad 10; (0#(#4d hc ahnwa that copulabion is tbe aply
roa) plossure rooaining to the tronpe end tha Ked pav umita mrd womebtial
ta their paychologlcal wall-boing. Cobtscts ara generatly casusl), mltbough
Mandelln, the narrator, gradumlly davelups » dasper yelationship with Marygay
Patter - and any author who cumu maka & #oldtar of that nana credible wust be dolng
anmething right Beantuslly, bowavar, they ava posted to differest unita and
Mapdslla femra that Lbey beva bocnma Irrevacably oeparsted the asquesca of
collepéar juope by which the mtarships travel wil) force rhem not only light-
yoore but conturine apart.

Thée anrly cbaptars, wblth doal »3ib the trainiog 6f Lhe trnopa an » trems-
Flulonisn planat, erc abaolutely comvlocing Io their tachnical deta’)  The
woldiern wear hermetically démled unita which maplity their @cvewents and
incresase tboir oftactive atrongth, The quits arz oot warely plot devices
10 enahle the author to effortd 1¥ »0v¥e him charactera frow planet Lo plonet.
Haldsmun explores the dungora inkerent In their design. thus rasindlng ve
Ibat Lechnologieal deyalopments do nol mpring full-blown from the laboratory,
ap esevoptinn foplictt in mich American acience fiction, The authore’s
concayn for hip raw materinls 18 évident throughout; there is planty of
iovention 1n this book bot nona of it ia gratultous.
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Haldewsn‘s viston of Earth 1o tho noar tuture, Dased (o »ome satani ca
Toftfler's futwre Shock, 1e wlmo uary pisusible Be preceota us with » klad
of failed Utople, & plannad pociaty which fuoclicos smoothly buk 1e ssaentially
litalena. Crims uirtyelly non-azxiptent smince ant)-mocinml 4118 cao
bn diagnosed &m0 COrrected »t mo early ago. komoecsvalily i4 Tobdosed In
ordes 16 ameliorate ths populstion problom; ke peaple tbewdelves livw In
domud ¢itied, many i1adloue Jobs bLeing porformed by wachbioas €0 thet the
jmdlvidual bas eore Jslaure time or may be simply wesployed Vet still the
ald resentwenis 1loger on and tbs go0d Intastiows bave gome mosr The troops,
retursiog to Earth after & campalga, (10d that thalr peracoal koowledge 12
sogulesaly put of dute. Bociety canacl acgnmmodaie them and thay sre forced
to ra-calist.

Duapltu 119 agoy subtletica m Forever War  im mbove all a vivid acd
wptbralling . Hald 2] » coatldersbld mamtery Of bie matarigis
by way of bim depth of ratigs asd Wis plottios sbility. The poval im Tillleg
witb lachalcal detmila worthy of Artbur €. Clarks, yat Lta charaziere mova mith
= 1ife of Lhalr ovn. 80 sey tbat thls 14 = bighly promisisg £irdl NOvel would
ba ta do fbe book a great 1mjuetice - Haldeman could wory well collaci =
Robula tble year al bis firac atcespk,

--- Cbris Eva

TRE LAST DAYS OF THE PEACEMAKER by L.P. Resves (Robarc Ba
182 pp; €3.00, 13BN 0-70D1-3124-0)

Loodod ; 1R7E;

Raviswad by Chris Ivane

1 aa: The doarbell vl-(- Our {eatrepid reviavar, hesd fuzsy with slsap and
That Mooday Norolog sleghera out af bad and stumblea ta iba doar. Tha
postman thrusis » uonn 1oto bis bands, An_ ke tulnks, baoks for veriev,
asgerly loaring cpap tha pechage (o sae ®hat goodlas lia imside. Tasporerily
dlscarding tho paparkschs ba axasinas the herdccior wbich will, wo dosbi,

be an Lavaluable e«ddiLion [a bis likrary Thes filvarberg. perbape, or Reb
Bolrintock’s firei wovel. Ha gromms.

7 pm: Okay, 40 you'va had & hard day, but think 1t aut ratiorslly, enmecns huea to
voview the Robari Hale Lhie Boptb and 11 Junt happsna la b your turn  Approsch
ihe bnok without Drejudice, giva IU & fair chanca, Gp sbaed, opsp it. .

“Tho bricdla dog ¥ho sat domm is i middls of Hag's Laba ta desl with

avdden unccotroliabla 1tch would have been better mdvidad [0 maye the axtra
couple of ysrds Lo tha Oubjous sanctity ot the narrow preas varge to desl with
his problow, though even 40 1t =as doubtful 1t the wildly bucketing grey car
wnuld have 0 biw."

Ten duym later:

7 po: Our reviewer aita ac a table, gexing at tho bluak sheet of paper whick bo
losartod ioto bie typasriter fiftesn minutas aga. He etares down at the thresdbare
carpat, looke up 8T The t#l1IDZ, Deere through the wimdow. He aigha. Hur
thara must be #0o# origioal, Latelligest comment he can wske about the boa %
Mayha, ha thi the LagedCion Of & BOOATATA amnunt of alcohe) would ehecpen
bta critical taculties.

11 pm: Our reviemar raturna 10 bis tush, onliveoad by a svddac flaab of lmapiration
while at bis locel. Twmplotl He caes talk about the plot. Now lat'e . Our
barc im iDwvolved In » tar b and loses hin wedory. He wakas up to Bad thal

the Neds, fOr some Tespen, o dropped s muclasy bowb on Loséon, Bul 1t°e mat
resily thatr bed, 4iDCe Lhe » forty-eight bours wardliog #o Chst # yoae conld




b
evacuste In time. The British Coversmrnt, noe enacooced In the safely af Ravrogats,
Iasuc o mislenzot to way that Hovelack-Temple - » wort of Sritish Beory Riasloger
sha was conducting peacs negotistioom In facava at the time - had somebow

causcd Lhe Redm to 1 mad and xap our ceplital city, 0ck-Taepl¢, =)wo hoown
46 the Paacemgker nted fOr Aredron Witk »r 50 Ter? Twiat Ausber ane- (t
turne out thek our haro. known BiiBHerto a9 GenTRY, recoyers his memory apd discovers
thot he 1o Havalork-Teeplo, | @uBt &dwit that you could have floored me =lih

a feolher when the authar aprang that oae an «e. Bol that'« not all., At the

end va lrarn that it s dream. Bavelock-Tomple 19 really dying is kospital

Ot & stroke and all t ore im 1be famtuoy Of & dimordered nblod.

That aecme » pretiy peritugat comsent o0 which t0 end. Goodnight,
.

THE UNHOLY CITY by Churlea G. Fiooey (Pantber; 5L Albmos; 1976; 135 pp. 30p;
I1SBH 0-586-04305-3)
Reviswed by Chrim Evanp

A curigus pook this, ¢ tode Of ulogular umiquen
pvt 1t. Finhey hum & barogua, canvoluted atyle which lende Ltmelf to burlasqus.
The Unlioly City remdm na 12 Edgar Aice Burroughs had 1ried to write (gndide. Tha
covar =0uid huve you believe that it's “'a plece af meird but
Botb appallaticas ars insccurate. Although the book La oftan geouinely fuony
w06 oCCenivoally Quite thought-provoks 1t lacks tbe comeletont brilliance
which meparstes the vary gand Trgm the excyliont, Aod welra? That canjures

Up vicioos af Lavecrsfiban intrigue, VUnuaugl in eettiog mayba, but averythiog
218¢ ju pratty down-ta-earth.

»x 16r author himself might

The story, Ob e @urface 1lavel, 14 falrly cabveatioos). A plame crash
depoaita the Asrratas 10 the midéla of » 4trabgs land. Re Breca up with ons
Vicg Ruiz who lesde hiD 10 the clty of Batlar-Wey, (ke umbaly city which az
=00n racognide 20 ¢ atyllised 410D Gf W twenTith Cantory ABeTican BOLrOpOlla.
In aome senses tba book 19 w tirsde mgmibet cepstelismm, for eltbouxh Fioney
halde wp various targeils for ecarn, bim abiding comcaro ia wild Lhe parvedive
iu(lvence of wobey on 811 levels at mociaty. Walakide,tbe varrator, bag poaled
the cash taken (rom Lhe pesspagare killed o the plame crasd and be 14 able,
deapite hie uskempt eppamrmora, ta move freely from the grubbimst Oriak boues
to tbt amartest rostawrent miaply by tho reguisite bribary of » waitar or
d00rman. The two man drink a Iot, & hesdy brew callod axelack. The muthor
describes Lhe effacia; ™, . althnugh tbe first swallow af asalack momotlwss
bursed and cauamd & alight genss af siricture 1o the wicinity of ome's tabal
the nant low relsered the otriciured feslin, Fuls asd Malabide spend
of tha bonk n a semi jmebristed atate, Lhus sllow the sutbor to wake
Irechant coamments OR aOCiely Lhaut aounding poRpo!

Ruiz haa promenitions ot death and ha =i “to crowd imta tbe luat remsicimg
houra all thrpasuty and all (he Joy I have hitharto miamod”. Thoy docids ob a
bacchana aeeklog oul 1ba company of giy and A1oing expeosively. But lwcritably
momR UNfOFSEED CCCUIFEDCE $Btrudes to prevant ike copmummatioo of tbmir demires.

A tiger 3a atalkiog (be clty and various factions of moclaty are im rovalt
agalbel ape abather. Thbs wlaple, Carnm P DA shick they c o comtiouen
10 elude thém. Quie and Walablos are bopsle ¥ hemmad La By circumatance

1'm dleappoibted by the way 1n which Pasthor bave puckaged thism book.
Dreessd ip ¢ rather lurid cover, »1th a =i ading blorb, (1 glves no bint of
the underlyimg iromy of thba marvative or tha suthor‘m asvioum camceros. 4
veadar laoking oimply for an axgtle adventura atory im bardly Likely to be
ratoptive to the deoper co018nt of The book, mhile anmecne with & peochamt far
Theloric wauld probably 1gbare 1k altogzther. Wiich ia » shame, for (ta =
thoroughly asjayakle voap, wilty and locisive.
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